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5 * THE SON OF ETHELWOLF. 


e We are ſafe, Dunwolf,” ſaid Winetnds, 
with a look of ſatisfaQion, while ſhe applied 
ney fuel to the blazing hearth. The old 


man aroſe. * True,” replied he, ne” 


« we are ſafe, but where is Edbald? I tell 
thee; dame, he is. deſerving of thy moſt 


anxious care.” « He 18 a chriftleſs ſer- 
vant,”. ſaid Winefreda. ' The anſwer diſ- 


turbed Dunwolf. Dame, ſaid he, after 


ber pauſe, perhaps due ſhould be bis | 


. ts. 
ervants. 
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2 abat: moment b voice of Eabeld 
een admittance at the door, prevented 


"we: old man from proceeding, He haſtily. 


| opened it, and his domeſtic entered. While 
5 8 buſied in adminiſtering comfort to 
bim, and Winefreda with loud clamours re- 
- proving his negleQ of the herd committed 
to his charge, Edbald, unmindful "e both, * 
eee nen, and nent * * 


„ 1 * 
* * 
8 


Int. ww. 


SOM JE > 77) GITIDOTEE:? . 
| 4 HO He d not he 8 of my dame. 
laid Dunwolf, in a a. e 46. W cal WED” 
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* 


5 verty and age have ſoured. her: 85 Eabald 
anſwered not: his eyes, now raiſed to hea- 
ven, and now declined to the earth, proved 


that the diſturbance of bis mind aroſe * 3 


no common cauſe. . 


” 
a - 273 


| Winefreda renewed 5 clamours. Tbe 

old man checked and ſilenced her. Edbald 
could no longer continue inſenſible to the 
kindneſs of the good peaſant; he thanked 
him, and accepting his offered ſuccour, was 
ſoon furniſhed with that relief which the a. 
treſs of his ſitüation required. He now 

made ſome ſubmiſſive excuſes to Winefreda _ 
which wholly ſubdued her anger: ſhe de- 
fired him to aſſiſt in preparing their nights 
repaſt; no luxurious refinement retarded 
the execution, and the ſimple cates were 
ſoon ſerved 11 on 5 1 board.” 


* 


The old man, inſpired wide FRY nil 
of benevolence, ſought to cheer Edbald; 
whom he obſerved depreſſed with Pease: 

neſs and ſorrow. He ſpoke of cha eats of 
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4 THE SON or ETHELWOLF. 


Former times ; of the days, when, a ſoldier 
in the armies of king Ethelwolf, he had 
_ tyed his ſword in the blood of pang an 
b n | 


At theſe 3 ai ET of Edbald | 
took another appearance. His cheeks 


_ fluſhed ſcarlet; his eyes lightened. N 


ſtarted from his ſeat, and ſtepped haſtily to 
the place in which he had depoſited his 
ſtore of archery. He took forth an arrow; 
the point was blunted. He ſighed; the 


enthuſiaſm of the moment was NO more. 


 Hereturaed ſlowly: and lonely: to bene. | 


{amends hw his motions, * poke 95 
5 ſome time. At length he renewed * 
ee ien he had e treated. 


Fee 


cc Edbald, 2 bald . cc 1 Naas a not but 5 


aa 


| thou haſtofien heard of the well ſought field 


of 'Okety. Behold this ſcar,” (pointing to 
bs * * it is. a memorial of that al- 
12 * | ec « Honoured _ 


2 


THE- SON OF ETHELWOLF, _ 8. fl 


"0; Hense memorial ths . eee | 


Edbald; e but ſay, 900 
vere not thy ſervices rewarded? 2 12 250 


6c My condition was too obſcure,” an- 
ſwered the old man. I fought not unden 
the eye of Ethelwolf. I was alſo diſabled 
in that battle, and retired to my paternal 


dwelling; where, amidſt the embraces of my ; 
family, I received a conſolation, ſuperior -\ 
to what gratified ambition could bave given. 5 


95 


me, 


Would to heaven,” interrupted Elbald, 


- that Alfred had heard thy tale, when he: 5 


had the power to reward thee!” * Report,” 


faid the old man, * gives him all kingly: 


virtues." In his childh 


times ſeen him. He was a boy, nay, al- = 
moſt an infant, but he had the deportment Ne 
of manhood. In all endowments, and all 
excellencies, he. ſurpaſſed his brethren, 
who, though much older in years, were 
younger in wiſdom and; in virtues. May 

B 3 heaven To 
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| An times; of the days, b a ſoldier 
in the armies of king Ethelwolf, he had & 

_ dyed: his fword in the blood of om an 
| unb heving Dane. 4 . 5 | 


I '% 


At theſe words 40 features of Edbald 
took another appearance. His cheeks 
_ fluſhed ſcarlet; his eyes lightened. The -- 
| ſtarted from his ſeat, and Repped baſtily to 
the place in which he had depoſited his 
ſtore of archery. He took forth an arrow; 
the point was blunted. He ſighed; the 
enthuſiaſm of the moment was no more. 
* returned ſlowly and nr to theboard. | 


| mon ove 5 motions; _ ſpoke not 
for ſome time. At length he renewed the 
„ nde of which he had n treated. 

0 Edbald, ” "Cad "Fey cc 1 . not . 
3 haſt often heard of the well · ſought field 
3 of Okely. Behold this ſcar,“ (pointing to 
dis breast) . it is a memorial of that do- 
ee 

W e 2 K * * Honoured — 


— 
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« Honoured | memorial !” exclaimed. 
Edbald; * but ſay, goo bun, olf ne 
were not thy ſervices rewarded Fry”! 2 | 


Fe 


6 My condition was too Sb an- 
ſwered the old man. I fought not under 
the eye of Ethelwolf. I was alſo diſabled 
in that battle, and retired. to my be 
dwelling; where, amidſt the embraces of my 
family, I received a conſolation, ſuperior 
to what gratified ambition could have 8 


25 | 1 


me. | 


4K © 


Would to heaven,” interrupted Elbald, 


that Alfred had heard thy tale, when he 
had the power to reward thee!” Report. 
ſaid the old man, gives him all kingly: _ 
virtues. In his childhood F have ſomes -_ 
times ſeen him. He was a boy, nay, als - 
moſt an infant, but he had the deportment . 
of manhood. In all endowments, and all 
excellencies, he. ſurpaſſed his brethren, - 
who, though much older in years, were 


younger in wiſdom and: in virtues” May 


by — heaven, - | 


Of. 
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11 5 R So or > BTHELWOLF. 1 
1 heaven proſper his reign, and ws: him , 
1 # } "Bs, to reſiſt thoſe licentious invaders . 
T who diſturb his throne, and lage his 
. country with blood!“ | 


* - 


Et: Eadbald graſped ks hand.. 1 5 Dol FIN 
3 not know,“ he cried in an agitated voice, 
that his throne is already ſhaken, and 
oyerturned? That he is this moment a 
fugitive, ſecure only in being unknown ? 
_ Courting obſcurity to ſhield him from tbe 
: bloodhounds that thirſt for his life, and, the | 


lives of his people!” 1 


— OY . l 
"a — wy = 
Pr 


. What fayeſt thou, e 7 exclaimed 
EF (the old man. * Alfred a fugitive! —per-_ 
= haps unhouſed, ünſheltered from the incle- 
wency of this tempeſt.—And I. O holy 
13 ue I, the meaneſt of his e in 
2 5 comfort and rene: PP ets | 


3 . Thou good old an cried Edbald, / 

1 . _ no, be at peace. He wanders not. S 
Eg He is ſafe from the inclemency of this 9 5 

: | tempeſt, and from his foes, more cruel than 

the * 185 


ce Praiſe 


* 


5 q 
55 af + « 


e Praiſe be to FO 


ws him!” returned the old man z 

But ſay, kind Edbald, whence didſt thoy 

gain theſe tidings?“ cannot now re- 
ſolve thy queſtion,” ſaid Edbald. Pen, 


haps in future time — but ſee, the: dying | 
embers proclaim night wears apace. e 


ve to reſt ; it is needful * N abe, and 
my fatigue,” 1 i 9 e 237 e Dalar” 


N W427 44 
, ** Fi, 


| Dunyolf turned t to , bid Wineſreda pre- 
pare bis ruſtic couch. Slumber bad 
locked her ſenſes in forgetfulneſß. He 


: ſtirred her. Angry at being awakened, 
in a tone, where drowſineſs ſtruggled wih 


vexation, ſhe chid the negligence, of Ed- 
bald; and when more fully recovered from 


che dominion of ſleep, commanded him to 
execute what had been e of herſelf. . 


£ 1 b 61 alerts 2 


A myſterio ile, not unnorig ced by. 


Edbald. He Au in haſtened” to; obey - 
e orders of his miſtreſs, and n 


34 5 many 
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many new reproofs While be we 2 
pfoyed, for his abbudneſt in domeſtiec 
offices. Dunwolf and Winefreda retired 
to their homely bed, and Edbald threw 
Kitmſelf on a mat of f ruſhes'ts meditate, not 


UE MATS 
& 8 | 4 4 2) A. 4 F * 4 
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4 wet 1 575 


— by painut a tntemighitch be 
'kceded not the waneing of the hours, till 
the riing ſun darted its beams 1 ito the cot- 
tage. Misfortune, far froth abating, bad 
given new ardout to bis ery: He aroſe, 
and thanked in terms of ſtivent pratſe; that 
vie aud beneficent Beitg who had pre- 8 
ſerveck his heart uttaintea, and big cours 
1 po rce Dn ot FO EIS 
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He tit the e bed of Duvelf: rol 
obſerved the ſerenity of his repoſe;— 
« Harmleſs and happy peaſant ! '" exclaimed 
"the youth, “ how enviable is thy lot, though 
calt amongſt the meafieſt! No ride cares 
mingle with the calmneſs of thy ſenfations. 
K lar no 1 for the pat; thou 
TY feeleſt 


* 


* 


THE 8ON or ETHELWOL N * 
e of pride and of ambiti „ 


the earth, look here. Witneſs the tran- 
quillity of this old peaſant, and ſeek, vainly _ 


ſeek, in your own hearts a felicity ſuperior! 
— Why,. O why was I not born in this 


humble rank?“ While be ſpoke the blood: 
mantled warm to his cheek, — Selfiſh. 


wiſh !”_ cried. he again; © Selfiſh, and un- 
worthy. Pure and ſweet are the pleafures- 
that virtue gives; let me fulfil che duties. 
the exaQts, and I ſhall feel. them,” = | 


Fond ww that nba: ones 5 


quitted the cottage, and betook himſelf to 
his wonted employment of feeding: the old 


man's herds. The morn was bright and- 5 


ſerene. No veſtige of the laſt night's ſtor 
remained, fave the lucid drops that glitter 


ed on the foliage of the trees, and whoſe: 


vivid and varying luſtre vied with the pro- 


ducts of the coſtly mine. The newly: riſen 


ſun had ſtreaked the Eaſt with g 


e rays, and the birds quitting their 
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8. "THE 8ON © or ETHELWOLF. 


downy neſts welcomed the return of morn 9 
| with mA and cheerful notes. 
The mild "WII of nature are ever a 
| lende of inexhauſtible pleaſure to an un- 
corrupted heart. Such was the heart of 
E dbald; it expanded, it forgot its cares, and 
felt nothing but the pureſt and moſt de- 
lightful emotions. Winefreda brought him 
his morning repaſt at the uſual hour; and 
during the remainder of the day he em- 
ployed bis mind in recalling the events of 
his paſt es. and | Lying ich for the 
future, tn Fps 


? As ſoon as the ſun had ſunk beneath'the 
horizon, he returned to the cottage with his 
charge. Winefreda examined the herd 
'- with attention, leſt ſome accident had hap- 
pened through the negligence of their 
keeper. - But finding her fears void of 
foundation, ſhe ſet about preparing for 
their night repaſt with, diligence and ala- 
: nay, ſuch was her unuſual good dif- 
| poſition. 


* * 


Fen FT pad, that the eee 
not his ans. 225 | ER 


— a ; = 


The board was hr! ing they had 
12 ſeated themſelves around it, when | a 


loud knocking at the door of the cottage 
threw them all into conſternation. gs 


But chat of Edbald v was 1 | 
Aker a momentary pauſe; he ruſhed to 
where his Arrows were depoſited, pulled one 
from the quiver, twanged the ſtrings of his 


poliſhed bow, and ſtood ready to make the 


daring invader repent of his intruſion. 


The fierce majeſty of bis attitude, the fiery 


glances of his eyes, and the frown that hung 


_ dreadful on his brow, ſtruck terror into the 
heart of Winefreda. Dunwolf gazed at 
him, and felt fear mingled with aſtoniſn- 
ment. The noiſe re- doubled, and a voice 
vas at the ſame moment beard uttering 5 


theſe ores; : 


Bs - a. 


q Thinachueation was too — to be 
withſtood, Edbald made a ſign to the old 

; man; he advanced to the door and opened 5 
it. Two perſons entered. One was of a 
noble port and warlike demeanor. He was 

clad in a coat of ſhining mail; in one hand 
graſped. a weighty falchion, WT with the 
other beckoned his companion to follow, | 
who was a youth, and appeared by his babit 
to be an attendant on the firlt. 1 


| The appearance of theſe perſons pro- 
diced an inſtantaneous e in the de- 
| portment of Edbald. 4 3 


He baſtily relinquilted. iſs bow and - 
arrow, approached the fire-place, ſeated 
himſelf, leaht his cheek on his hand, and 
aſſumed the air of a perſon who was totally 


unconcerned and unintereſtedi in che paſſing = 
Lene, | 


In 


a 
8 
4 


Importanate in 


fy 10 the: « meantime the noble ontogeny * 155 


for ene dim, and apologized for kid. 

euſtomed to the prſetcs an the great, 4 1 
herſelf depreſſed, ad humbled, and retirel 
to a corner of the cettage: but Dun woll, 
with honeſt hoſpitality, preſſed the ſtrangers 
ny” pattake of his repuſt, and hinted his de- 


fte to learn what accident had reduced 
them to che neteſſuy of making bis hut 
their aſylam. They accepted his offer, 


ee eee . 1 


ä elder Gen” * 


1 Obſeure as 8 hy life, 8 bald 15 * 
eng Dunwolf, * thou canſt not be 
wholly ignorant of the misfortunes that af+ 
flift this wretched country. Know that 1 


am of Saxon blood, and not the meaneſt; + I 
Thou wilt, therefore, eaſily conjecture that 
I could not tamely fee my country men 


butchered, my king driven from his throne, 


” the lawleſs ravagers 1 n Aae - - | 


4 
# 


ee he chief of theſe barbarians in | 


a ſtill greater degree than ot 


the will, but not the power Or” 0 | 
have been equally, loyal as myſelf. 


matters not that I tell thee what aff SEE I 


5 have oppoſed, or what ſnares I have eſcap= _ 
eld. Suffice it that yeſternight my followers 

and I, were ſet upon by a ſmall party of the 

Danes. We conquered; but apprehending | 


that freſh enemies might pour in, ve alſo 
fied, and took different routes. This youth 
accompanied me. The borrors of the 


tempeſt afforded us ſecurity. We ſheltered 


ourſelves from its violence beneath a rock, 


and took the firſt moment of its abating fury 


to purſue our fugitive courſe. All day 


have we wandered through the moſt unfre- 


quented paths; night overtook us on our a 


way : my page, leſs hardy than myſelf, was 
near ſinking under the preſſure of fatigue, 


| when. we eſpied a faint glimmering of light 
at ome diſtance. We quickened our 


"4 pace, 


8 to Pier humanity, we experience 1 


more hoſpitable reception, than . _ 
laces dei have ded 1. 14 


„ 4 


5 The Head cenfebs to 5 Dade 
his diſcourſe Edbald had betrayed many 


tokens of W but Rill mts * face 
concealed. | 2 ; Be 


At Jung perceiving that Winefreda 


had fallen into her accuſtomed flumber, he 
aroſe and turned himſelf toward the ſtran· 


gers. The page fixed bis eyes upon bim, 
clapped his hands with an expreſſion of Joys 
and Wa to his maſter. e ; 


Great owes] What fayeſt thou? yy 
exclaimed the noble ſtranger. He looked | 
at Edbald for a moment; that moment ſa- 
tisfied him. © It is he It is Alfred! my 
king!“ cried he, throwing himſelf at his 


feet. . © Brave Oddune!“ replied the n 


narch, raiſing, ne embracing him, . Yeu. 
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N OF ET 6 _ 
it is Alfred, thy friend!. 

not before diſcloſing 3 y ireade 
bore er ee 6 


thee of diſcretion. The event has proved 


ae 0 precaution juſt. For this good old 
man, ſaid he, turning to Dunwolf, who 
boars himſelf at his feet, © I have 
no doubts of his faith and ſecrecy. Never 
ſhall I forget what I owe to him; and if 
heaven once more replace me in the ſtate 
which I have loſt, Alfred thall pays the 
Wer conferred on Edbald,” _. 


7 ko old ek, 50 of 6 by 
bee joy, and gratitude, could onhy 
reſpectfully preſs that hand 40 bis ** 


r rn the monarch extended. 


£ * 


title to my heart !——=Yes, I have found thee, 
and never, never more will we ſeparate till 


dur united efforts ſhall have re-ſeated thee 


55 \ | F 
>; e on 


— 


17 


Rh 1 vic the Earl | of 
Devon, © my friend, as thou haſt. conde- 
ſcendingly ſtiled thyſelf! how dear is that 


} 


THER so OF ETHELWOEF. up 


In ſearch of thee did I come, though un- 
| Knowing where to direct my courfe- "My 

ruſty” band of followers, though forced by 
neceſſity 0 quit me for a time, are reſolute 
and loyal. Heaven has given us an af. 
lum, where, at the moment of our ſepara- 
tion, I appointed them to await me. In 
the midſt of a moraſs formed by the ſtag- 
nating waters of the Thone and Putret, 1 
diſcovered one firm ſpot, which che labours 
of my Harck adherents have nearly con- 
verted into a ſecure and commodious. ha- 
bitation; at once impregnable to the . 
ſaults of our enemies, and the inclemeney 
_ bf the feaſons. This retreat; fortified by 
nature itſelf, which has ſurrotmnded it di 
inacceffible marſhes, and gloomy” foreſt, 
| Hmpervious to the ſolar beams, this retreat 
ſhall; like a fammer- cloud, veil my king in 
frietidly obſcurity; till the moment when 


ſpurning concealment, he ſhall butſt forth | 


upon the ſpoilers of his ION in W 5 
| Pengo of his e Po ain HU S0 
. 1 The 


* 
” 
. & 4; JV 

* ak . os 

a 4, 
i % — 

” 
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livelicr.. notion. frown! a. .« Noble 
| Oddune ! '7:me; exclaimed, e prophetic be 
thy words! Oh! were it given me to de- 
; livermy unhappy people, from the miſeries 
under which: they groan; to reſtore to them 
the freedom, the order, and the ſecu rity, 
| which they have loſt, and to render theſe 
bleſſings permanent by the inſtitutions. of 
good policy: then ſhould I, without regret, 
and without a figh, reſign to the author of 
my exiſtence, chat life which his beneficence 
had enabled me to render conduciye to the 


Apples; of my poopie! 26h 


re 


\. Theſe We CT of the 2 tha 
5 diftated, and the lips which. uttered them, 
failed not to impreſs his auditors with freſh 
| ſentiments of veneration and love for their 
patriot ſovereign, who, diſdaining all ſelfiſh 
_ conſiderations, dedicated his views and bis 

efforts to the ſole purpoſe of conferring ſe - 


licity on bis. ſubjects. Far different from 
dhe proud tyrants of the earth, who, either 


- * + 
* 
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bleſſings of exiſtence without being conſei- 
ous of their poſſeſſion; or with a more per- 
nicious activity, in the purſuit of ſelf gra · 
tification, ſpurn the claims of humanity, 
benevolence, and all che virtues; while 
that object, to which they point their views, 
ſtill eludes them, and at every ſuceeeding 
effort flies more \wiftly than before. 


| The Earl of Devon | now preſented his 
page to the notice of the king. This 
youth,“ he cried, © merits the condeſcen- . 
ſion of Alfred, both by his misfortunes and 
bis worth. He is of illuſtrious birth, and, 
what may cauſe thee matter of ſurprize, of 
Daniſh parentage. Another. time, when 
leiſure permits, his own lips ſhall acquaint = 
thee with the events that have reduced him 


* * i . 


ſunk in ſupine indolence, doze away he 35 


from an exalted rank in his own rl 10 Wo - 


WN and obſcurity in ours.“ 4 2 . 
N N £33280 4 3s 5 


Alfred graciouſly raiſed: the youth; who 

had knelt at his feet, and RR * vant 7 
ap he mond call him. 3 
5 He 1 


— 1 © —— — —„- — 


or ETHELWORE 
„He has begounded: the erro x of. 1 
anceſtors,” "replied the Earl of Devon, 
3 «ane with his Chriſtian faith, has acquired 
| the-name of Ethelbert, by which I anſwer- 
5 | a ar the _ Watt „ 


* 


n. thou « reign ty right in TY to 
Oste looked a affemningly, 1 adi a 
Bgn to the youth, who ſeizing the king's . 
hand, prefſed it reſpeAfully to his forchead,, 
and to his lips, and exclaimed, © Yes, to the 
firſt of monarchs, and of men, Ethelbert - 


willingly refigns 1 the conduR- of his 12259 
late! „ 


. 
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"ths bad ſcarcely ſpoken when Wincfreda 
awoke. But the preſence of the ſtrangers . 
prevented her from following her wonted 
- _ cuſtomof reprehending Edbald. In ſilence 
therefore ſhe prepared ber buſband's bed 
with all the nicety which ber ſcanty means 
would allow, and invited the ſtrangers to 
$13.» refreſh 


— 
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refreſh | their vcaried | limbs e nde 0 5 


Fhis invitadlon Oddu ee cours 
5 na refuſed. Ethelbert would have 
imitated him, but for the united entreaties 
of the Earl, Alfred, and the old peaſant. 
At length, therefore, ann »he took 
poſſeſſion of the couch of Dunwolf, awhile 
that good man, bimſelk refuſing reſt, ob- 4 
5 liged Winefreda to retire to the mat wal oj 
ruſhes, occupied the . et a 4 
monarch. 1 1 | 
| Equally dior now "EY interruption I | 
or diſcovery, Alfred, and the Earl of | = 
Devon, conferred, without reſtraint, onthe = 
ſteps neceſſary to be taken for the diſpet· 1 
| fion of the 1917 and the deinen of 1 | | 
e eee . 3 i 
9 to chat: aſy lum which = 
. . 1 
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ed the latter with a cloak of 
ſtuff, which, by concealing his arvibir, 
might prevent diſcovery or ſuſpicion, 


though the unfrequented route they had to 
: dene e a e in 
| 1 } 4 * 5 (4 rig * . 


Ut: 


; 1 Ar th the Gr light of morn akon Earl be . 


1 page. Alfred bound his quiver/ to his 
ſhoulder and ſlung his bo on one arm, 
- whilethe other ſuſtained a ponde 


us club ; 
then embracing the old man; and renewing 


his aſſurances of protection and reward, 
ſhould heaven ſmile on his endeavours, he 


ſallied forth from his late aſylum, accom- 


panied by the Earl and his page, and fol- X 
lowed by the er ww the faithful 
. 8 


| The wil hiiedller and bis companions 


: journey vithout nne till mid: 1 
powerful a nid eee ſuſtained, 
0 they betook themſelves: to Fl SY ſpot, 


— * 


3 where 
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* . Fihelbert, ſatisßed by this affurances; 
muſed for a few moments to recollect him- 
ſelf, er then We in che : OY 


: = + 
* 
4 4 Y 5 47 
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"08 Karen prince,” ſaid wi hom - 
| td that Guthrum, preſent chief oft 
the Daniſh invaders, is the ſecond ſon f 
Ivar, monarch of Denmark. That king 
had alfo a brother named Sitric, who: was 
bleſſed by heaven with one ſon; I ſay bleſ-· 
ſed; for his heroic valour, and many vir- 
tues, well conſoled him for the SOIT. I. 
of a more numerous dee N w | 
| | | Lo bes 
ws Harold, ſo visbe called, 0 rm 6d W e 1 
attachment with his young and royal kinf. - 
man; Guthrum! This 3 ripened: | 
with their growing years. Their ſports} 
their pleaſures, and erm ations, were 
the ſame; even the diſpe olition of. whe "ET 
vor. * | * 1 thoug! 5 


g N . 
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though originally different, received atinc- | i} 
ture of aailitude from the other, 


* The Wan PETE of Cuthruns' 8 cha 
rater was a fierceneſs · that brooked neither 
Eontroul nor reproof. He was brave; but 
his valour degenerated into ferocity, and 
knew none of that gentle mixture which 
diſtinguiſhes the human from the brutal 
nature. Generous to his friends, but im- 
placable to thoſe who offended him, where 
his pride, or his paſſions, were concerned, he 
would have riſqued the moſt imminent _ 
danger to oblige the former, or to avenge 
bimſelf of the latter. Nature had endued 
him with a form, marked with the prevail- 
ing propenſities of his. ſoul, His ſtature 
exceeded the ordinary height of men, and 
was proportioned with exattneſs. His 
countenance, though handſome, had a te. 
rocious and haughty appearance even in 
his mildeſt moments. The firſt view. of 
his perſon generally excited admiration; 
__ at = ee the beholder felt an in- 

2 - | , 
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voluntary dread; mingled” with agen. 
Such was Guthrum; and when I deſcribe 

his kinſman, it will afford matter bor * 5 
prize, that ſpirits ſo widely different hould; 
even under the influence wal Wi ee 
in uniſon. „ 


« The face of Harold was a lively and 
legible portrait of the ſoul which gave it 
iltelligende, The eee of. 
his features could only be exceeded by that 
air of mingled ingenuouſneſs and benevo- 
lence which conſtantly adorned them. His 
perſon was noble, graceful, and command- 
ing. Nature, to him, had been unſparing 
of her gifts; nor did his deportment abuſe 
them. The graces of his form were but 
types of his intellectual endowments, 
Mild as the ſummer breeze that fans th 
floweret; — yielding to every impreſſion of 
ſenſibility. By true valour rendered ca- 
pable of enaQting deeds which might emu- 
late the darings of thoſe heroes to whom 
my count paya 1 veneration.” 
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At khis paſſage 90 his — Abe auen of 
Ethelbert became ſuffocated by rifing fobs. - 
„ Pardon; © king,” he cried in inter- 

rupted accents, © pardon; my emotions.— 

Harold, this ande for the human race, 
the God-like Harold, he was m _ 
and * lives no more 1 


. ³˙¹·¹¹ꝛA uůnü 8 


6 ; 


\ The view of: ahe rhe fe affected Alfred. i 
. Herdeſervies thy tears,” ſaid he, ſooth- 
ingly; yet Ethelbert, though not thy fire 
by natural ties, behold in me one who will 
claim me enen by een deeds.” 


«3% 43 . 


bu feelings ”) grateful eee 7 
enlivened the countenance of the youth; {| 
and with a geſture, which exprefſed much 
more than utterance could have done, he 

| ſeized the hand of Alfred and bowed upon 
it. Then daſhing away the moiſture that 

ſtill trembled in his eyes, he recovered 
compoſure enougb, in a few mam, to 


cantinue his narration. 
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be ſtrid Friendſhip,” ſaid be; which: 

ſabGited | between Harold, and prince . 
Guthrum, rendered them inſeparable. 
Otten were the ſavage tenants of the foreſts 
_ diſturbed in their gloomy retreats Aby theſe 
fearleſs aſſociates, The prowling wolf, 
and the ferocious bear, oft felt the keen- 
neſs of their darts; and from having been 
deſtroyers, became victims of man. 


Hunting, as an image of war, was the 
amuſement in which they meſt delighted. 

To enjoy their favourite ſport, in its full 

perfection, they determined to quit the 

court for ſome time, and to repair to the 

pine clad hills of N with a 2 ab- 
tendants. | 


7 eas Ins a verdant ſpot, watered by. 
glaſſy rivulets, they pitched their tents. 
The firſt dawn of morn: uſhered them to 
the chace; and at the ſetting of the fun, 
they returned to their temporary abode 
where the ſocial feaſt, a © of 
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the: dangers they had paſſed, and the ex- 
ploits they had atchieved, filled up the 

intervening moments, and invigorated 

them for the toils of the enſuing day. 


— — 
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They had remained in this place ſome. 
time, when an incident at length occurred, 
bY _ which fixed the colour of their future 
ö fate. 
I a 

ö — in purſuing their accuſtomed em- 
ployment, the prince and Harold, hurried 
on by youthful ardour, were ſeparated from 
| their attendants. Harold ſounded his horn; 
$: no anſwering ſound returned. He repeated 
doe ſignal; ſtill an awful ſilence reigned. - 
The ſun had withdrawn his fertilizing 
beams, and the variegated ſtreaks which 
painted the weſtern horizon, and marked 

the place of his ſetting, became leſs vivid in 

their tincts each moment. At length they 
totally diſappeared, and a grey miſt ſkirting 
the hills forewarned them to ſeek an aſy- 
N N lum 
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lum againſt the, * of eee 


Fear could not aſſail hearts ſo courageous. 
After once more ſounding their horns, 
without giving way to vain complaints, 
they determined to quit the hills, whoſe 
ſhady coverts harboured many ſavage ene- 
mies, and to ſeek the plain. 


As they proceeded on cheir way, the 
moon. aroſe in full ſplendor and guided 


them along. All at once they heard, or 


thought they heard, the ſound of human 
voices. Hope inſpired them with freſh 
vigour; they quickened their ſteps to. the 
ſpot from whence the ſound proceeded, 
and again the horn was applied to the lips 
of Harold. A ſcream of mingled ſurprize 
and joy inſtantaneouſly followed the blowe- 


ing of the horn, 


They * forward. A ſecond ah 


but one of horror and deſpair, ſaluted their © 


C4 ears, 


” IS 


; ! Y 
A, : A 


1 
; 6 
5 4 * 5 


LWOLF. 


ears, and ſoon they perceived an objeft 
which excited their 185 and e their 
aſſiſtance. 


A female form lay on the earth, wel- 
tering in gore, and ſeemingly devoid of 
life; while a perſon (who, by the glittering 
weapon he held in his hand, appeared to 
have perpetrated the horrid deed) fled 
with Psion acroſs the vale. . 


Harold and Guthrum followed . re- 
Heftive movements of their ſouls. The 
former advanced to the maiden with an 
intent to ſuccour her, if not yet paſt human 
; aid, ROE the prince Kaen the alfaffin. 0 


A near view of the waa lady * 
neee to that pity which already in- . 
-formed the breaſt of Harold. Imagination 
could not conceive a more perfeft form, or 
-more lovely features; and the deep and 

.death-like ſwoon into which ſhe was plung- 


— 
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ed, far from abating her beauties, coed ö 
| them more nne een we. 


th new. e polleſſed the bol _ 
Harold ;' inſtinQively: he raiſed her in his 
arms, and to his inexpreſſible joy diſcover- 
ed, that the crimſon ſtrea1 
ſtruck him with a borrid apprehenſion, 
flowed oy from a dee e e 


arm. ett 


T1 
a wo ao 3 1 4 4 8 * 4 4 14 


4 | Tranſported to find that ſhe might 526 5 
recover to Tight and life, he forgot every 
thing in (gazing at her lovelineſs, which 
this m i death had not been able to 


t extingui mow BY 2 ( eee 
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* 


At length revolleRtionrreturiedy: and he) | 
ſought to bind the wound. A cinQure of 
various dyes, which embraced her ſlender 
waiſt, preſented itſelf for that purpoſe,” 


He looſened: it from its preſent nn 
e tied i it round the wound. ig alu 
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This work of humanity vas not long 
concluded. when the maiden moved; and 


_ after breathing a deep figh, opened her 
eyes. She turned them wildly on Harold; 


ber recolleQion was not yet reſtored. In 


a little time ſhe became ſenſible of her ſitu - 


ation, and virgin modeſty aftuated her to 


vithdraw from the arms of her preſerver, 


for ſuch his attitude, and the Wa of 
his countenance proved n. 5 


The FRE of Harold's foul prevented 


| hin from oppoſing her movement, except 
by words. “ Lovelieſt of women !” cried 
he, in gentle accents, “ dread no inſult, 
. apprehend no wrong, from him who 
would freely hazard his own EA to 


| o_ n from oye: ill.“ 


* ue" 1 


71 The' SO Bat nid 3 bim a 
knowledgment; but ſud- 


denly her boſom heaved, her eyes became 
ſuffuſed with tears; ſhe claſped her hands, 
and in a tone of agony exclaimed, My 

I's | S 
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father, O my father! ere this, perhaps, 
thou haſt fallen a were to dale re- 


1 * 


f 


Where dwellshe l cried Harold cogent, 
— i vill il fly to affiſt him! pe EP TER ; 


8 8 * 
bs : 
% 


% 


—— 


' Revived "A gave her 1 * 0 
come, moſt 3 3 4. cried the, 


lieps.” 
Hirdld inſtantly aroſe, graſped | his 
lance, and ruſhed after the maiden. At 
that moment prince Guthrum appeared in 
view. He had overtaken the aſſaſſin and 
pierced him with a mortal ſtroke; then 
ſevering his head from his body, he took 
it by the blood ſtained treſſes, in his left 
hand, and baftened to n his com- 
n,. = 
- The revue of his aſpect, and the hed! 
rible * which he bore, terrified the 
„ vE - - _ 
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gentle ſpirit of the lady: ſhe ſhrieked, and 
with. an involuntary motion, threw herſelf 
into the arms of Harold. 


The prince came near. Her viſible 
Arwor offended him. ( Damſel,“ cried _ 
be, in reſentful accents,” is it thus thou 
thankeſt thy avenger? Behold the head 
of thy enemy; his corſe lies proftrate on the 


earth, and to thi s arm thou oweſt his | 
fall Fel f | 


. 


Theſe words were not aching to re- 
move the firſt impreſſions of horror and 
_ diſguſt which the lady. had received. They 

however baniſhed all fears for her perſonal 
ſafety; and, after apologizing for her cauſe- 


leſs terror, the idea of her father er | 
recurred. 


| She flew W eurd Harold followed ber 
| Reps; and the prince, though ignorant 
how. Fhance her nan peer took the 


: Afier 
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Aſter paſſing in this manner throu 
| ſeveral windings, the maiden took a path 
which appeared to be the work of. man. 
In a few moments they came within ſight 
of a habitation, whoſe ſtructure ma 
opulence of the. owner: Ser ral 

in the habit of attendants, were ſeen ruſhing 
different ways, with wandering Reps, nd 
diſtrated REP. | 


F 
o 
1 1 1 1 91 _ 


One of; them | happetied to eſpy the 

damſel and her companions; lou ſhouts 
teſtified their joy and ſurprize,, In a few 
moments. a croud of male and female 
domeſtics ſurrounded, Led bailed this 


181 41 . 


th; Ban 17. 
« « My 6 he line. Is be ſafe 79 


exclaimed ſhe, unmindful of their congra- 
tulations..* Both, both,” they replied, but 


l yo 9 ion for. thy: loſs,”-. 
| She FEY no more, but + rand fond 


to the 8 dwelling, * pr 5 


__ = 
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tended on the earth, lay a venerable wan, 
whoſe deep and heart-rending Wader ma- 
nifeſted rg a dene N 
« dari no more, tick no more, my 
father, ” cried ſhe, kneeling and embracing 
him, * behol thy Gunilda, behold her re- 
turned to thy parental boſom, unſtained 
and ſafe! Thanks to the preſerving Gods, 
| n Aae my Are, deliverers or” 


* 
. | £ 


The venerable Peltier, fo was he 8 
led) appeared for ſome time to doubt the 
reality of what he ſaw. But the tender 
Wl embrace of his living daughter ſoon aſſured - 
* him. He raiſed himſelf, gazed at her for 


2 a moment, and then folded her to his breaſt 
= with fondneſs unutterable. e 


0 « Yes, my ves * he ied; 60 the 
1 Gods have preferved thee! Image as 
1 thou art of their purity, could they ſuffer 
1 thee to be defiled? No, they are ever 
| juſt, and mou art reſtored. May thoſe 
_ celeſtial 


THE SON-OF ETHELWOLE, 39 


celeftial beings: povig! vi the heads. of the 


generous ſtrangers, who were the inſtru- 
ments of their protection, every good which 


is in the ar af ann to Wan E” 


This dnl babe 0 even to move 
ul of Guthrum. He accepted 
the thanks of Volugar with an unuſual. 


the ſtern ſoul 


ſoftneſs. His heart was touched; the fe- 


rocity of his brow relaxed into an expreſſion 


of mildneſs and joy. In fine, his diſpoſi- 
tion appeared to have undergone a total 


change. Alas! that change was but tem- 


: Nn and followed by nian 


— 


BY if amidſt the 8 of a tempel one 


Hewm of ſunſhine ' intervenes, | the unwary 


traveller truſting the deluding calm, hies 
from the hoſpitable cavert which has af- 
forded him a ſhelter. Sudden the loud 
wind roars. A black cloud hovers o'er 
his head with formidable umbrage. It 
burſts :==he hears the awful thunder roll, 


* 


he ES Bae 
9 x : 
\ 
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+4 | 5 5 y : . 1 89 12 22 Wo 5 a . * - ; 0 
and ſees the livid lightning glare around 
him. TER Eo {1 . #1 151 * 1 Fa | 88 I 2 ' 1 08 5 


Harold ſhared the notice of Volugar, 
(ho was ſoon made acquainted with the 
quality, of his gueſts) and wholly occupied 
Gunilda's attentions. Their ſouls appea red It 
to move in uniſon; each look, each action 
0 ſpoke their mutual feelings, and love ſeemed 
d have already "_ an v abſolute en 
=”: in {their bear. | 


s; : 


=. While Wen nillingly e ene | 

1 F to thoſe pleaſing but dangerous ſenſations, 
JW Yougnr" s attendants covered the feſtal - 
board, and himſelf began to relate the cauſe 

1 ol that revenge to which his n had 5 
; nearly fallen the vidi en ee 


1 A chief, ed F engo, ede en a a 
1 kinknan to Volugar, had demanded Gu- 
nia in marriage for his ſon. But the 
£ charaQter of her intended ſpouſe, ſavage, 
5 by, and imperious, ſuited not the 
gentle , 
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gentle ſpirit of hw FRY INT 


to the propoſal; and he, unwilling to com- 
pel his "ge! 8 — was OO it. 


The proud Hinguar, fc Was ber Wine | 


called, determined to obtain, by force, 
what perſuaſion had failed to acquire; he 


| watched the moment of unguarded ſecu- 
rity, and carried her off from the Une eg 


habitation of her _ eee 


| The A of Volugar koi the 
raviſher, and delivered Gunilda from his 
power. In the fray which enſued, Hinguar 


received a mortal wound, and his death 


ſoon followed. Fengo, on the firſt intel- 
ligence of this event, betrayed the moſt 
pungent affliction ; but the violence of his 
ſorrow appeared in a ſhort time to ſubſide. 
He viſited the dwelling of Volugar, deſired 
that their amity might be again renewed; 
| lamented the death of his fon; but allowed 


it to be no more than a juſt puniſhment of 


the 


n. In the boſom 
of her fond fire me. diſcloſed her reluctance 
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ho! crime he had attempted to perpe- 
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So 
-— 


The good and unſuſpeting Volugar | 
believed his words, welcomed him with a 
1 fraternal joy, and called on his daughter to 
Join her beſt endeavours to his, for the 
comfort and conſolation of his gueſt. 


as 7H r 


But that treacherous gueſt Mr this 

blackeſt deſigns under the maſk of conſi- 

n dence and friendſhip. In order to forward 
= the dire purpoſe of his heart, he affected 
. to receive even more pleaſure from the ſo 
ciety of Gunilda than of her ſire: her 
ſprightly converſe could alone beguile him 
of his ſorrows; nought but the ſweet ſtrains 


of her melodious voice could lull him to 
repoſe. 


The guilelefs W won by the lien 
1 profeſſed, became his inſeparable com- 
panion : ſhe imagined it behoved her, who 
| had been the innocent cauſe of the mis- 

fortune 
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fortune he bewailed, to uſe all'her gentle | 
powers in order to baniſh it for ever rer 


ys mind. 


On the evening of that 2 in which 
ſhe had been reſcued from the ſtroke of 


death, Fengo entreated her to wander with 
him through the ſhades that ſurrounded the 
dwelling of Volugar. Fearleſs of ill, ſhe 
complied. He prolonged their walk till 
the moon aroſe in her majeſtic ſplendor. 
Suſpicion yet invaded not Gunilda's breaſt; 


but fearing leſt her tender fire might be i 
alarmed by her ſtay, ſſie at length propoſed Wy 


returning. They were now at a conſiders 
able diſtance from the dwelling of Von. 


te No, thou ſhalt never return!” cried 
Fengo, with a look that froze her ſoul. 


No, ſorcereſs, my ſon, my murdered 
Hinguar call aloud for vengeance, and * 


haſten to ſatisfy his ſhade ! a 
At theſe Woch he 25 her forcibly in 


his arms, and ruſhing onward with the ut- 


molt 
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moſt rapidity, ceaſed not till he arrived at 
that ſpot where heaven ſent Guthrum and 


Harold to her aid. Here he prepared to 
perpetrate his dreadful purpoſe. To 
thee,” cried he, drawing forth a poniard , 
which had lain concealed in his boſom, 


e to thee I owe the lofs of my ſon, and 
now comes FINE moment of retribution! My 


He lied his . * . 


weile by terror, ſought not to refiſt. 


But the ſtroke was deferred: he pauſed, 
and a ray of hope cheered her fainting 


ſoul. 
* ; 
* 


That ſuſpenſion, however, was not cauſed 
; by pity: he meditated how to render death 


more terrible. 


a 


| « T am childleſs,” 810 * cc « thy fire 
mall be alſo childleſs ! but thy blood alone 


cannot ſatisfy my revenge. Volugar, —he 
wall firſt behold this poniard enſanguined 


by 
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by thy vital ſtream. He ſhall} learn who 5 
F the crimſon. en and then— 


Gunilda FIRE bi with a en 
cry; the danger of her ſire quickly reſtored 
to her the power of utterance. O mer- 
cileſs and cruel,” ſhe exclaimed, „cannot 
my death ſuffice? My father! __ wilt { 
r ee BY 


Lad 
At that. inlet ti banda . or 
Harold reſounded through the hills. G 
nilda uttered a joy ful ery, and hope giyi KR 
her ſtrength, ſne ſuddenly betook herſelf to 
flight from her intended murderer. But 
the baſe Fengo, being ſenſible this moment 


muſt decide her fate, or his, redoubled bis bs 


uſual ſpeed ; and juſt at the ſecond blowing 
of the horn arreſted her ſteps. The voices | 
of Guthrum and of Harold were that. mos - 
ment Uiſtinaly heard. Self apprebenſion 
una his n he aimed an uncertain 
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had recited the concluſion in which the 
had borne ſo dangerous a ſhare. - Harold 


hung delighted on her words. The me- 
lody of her accents thrilled l foul with 
unutterable emotions. At the paſſages 


where ſhe deſcribed her moſt imminent 


danger he ſhuddered with horror: be 


would have ſpoken, would have declared 
his deteſtation of Fengo's barbarity, but 
he feared to interrupt wah voice by the 


. found of his own. 


White his thus indulged the feelings of a a 


new born paſſion, the harſher ſoul of Gu- 
thrum too became ſubdued, He gazed 
ardently at Gunilda, but had the mortifica- 
tion to find, that her glances were more 


frequently directed to Harold * to 
himſelf. 


A pit haughty as his could ill brook 


ſo evident a preference of one whom he 


imagined his inferior, Yet he kept filence, 
3 


nor 


K 
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xr did his diſlatisfaction appear, othereiſe 
than by the reſumed ferocity of his 
looks. OE arr” 


The good Volugar entreated his illuſ- 
trious gueſts to take the refreſhment of a 
ſhort repoſe before they proceeded to ſeek 
n followers, a _— the 1 avoved. 


Gunilda had retired, and Harold readily 5 


acquieſced; but Guthrum, with an enereaſ- 3 
ed ſternneſs of voice and deportment, ftilf | 
refuſed, till at length the continued per- 


ſuaſions of Volugar wearied him i into com- 
pliance. 


One 1 held the prince and 
Harold. Equally prevented from repoſe 
though by different ſenſations, a long ſilence 


on the part of both, was followed by Ha- 4 


rold's exclaiming, « How good is Volugar! 
how beautiful is Gunilda! Should we not, 


O friend, return inceſſant thanks to bea- 
ven for * us inſtrumental in pre- 
SK ſerving _ 


96 Thou, 1 LY Ig ti in 
a tone that marked the temper of his mind, 
« thou ſhouldeſt return acknowledgments, 


for thou haſt been highly favoured. But 
for me, tiue, I bereaved Fengo of exiſt. 


ence, and what is my'reward ?—The ſcorn- 
ful maid averts her countenance. ' She | 


beeds not my accents;. ſhe turns her eyes 
diſdainfully from my glances, while ſhe 


; 


een ſeeks thine!” Eg a) 5 s 


* 


0 Gutbrum, | my friend, if exclaimed, 


| Wau 5 from thy lips proceed theſe 
upd!” wh 


= Wye doubiclt Won ?* retirned Gu- A 
thrum haughtily. „Is not thy ſoul elated 
at the preference ?—], the ſon of a Fg I 


am Wann and thou art loved! SR” 


45 1 


. W 1 toned * nd Harold. end WF 


involuntary tranſport, | He pauſed, © Grant 
L 5 {> S 4 7 © | I were 


i 
1 


conſcious art thou, her award can only + 


g 7 


bur SON OF. ETH HELWOL 1. 


08 1 17 4110 hone 'Gunilda,” * IE 


thou doſt,” replied Harold,” « I. wonder j 


not. Zut, O my friend! let not that paſ-" 
ho deftroy our long- eld amity. When 
the tumults of hope or fear aſſail thy breaſt, 
think that mine feels conflicts ſimilar. 
Perhaps the heart of Gunilda may be alike © 


| imer to both our ſuits. 'Yet ROI. * 


1 | ſwear by all we 1 moſt . 0. cet bs 
HFareld ſhall not murmur at her award, 8 


ſeek to ee th 7 happineſs,” | 


% 


A 
= # : 
- 


6 0 gentrous vow!” ac Guth- - 


rum, in a tone of irony; «Thou wilt not 
murmur at her award. Conſciou s full 


bring happineſs to thee! But mark me, 
youth, flatter not thyſelf that happ mel * 


ſhall be uninterrupted. The A Wha: 2 
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„ brooks: not that ſubmiſſion, well: 
ſuited to thy ſofter ſoul. Know, that the” 
ſame moment which aſſures thee of a mil: 
treſs, ſhall deprive thee for ever of a friend! 
Nay, more — bis wonted affection ſhall be 
converted into the bittereſt enmity, and 
moſt unceaſing haſte. 1. love Gunilda. 1 
1 ſelled her intended murderer to the earth. 
To my arm will ſhe owe her future ſafety. 
Mark well my words; they ſpeak the un- 
alterable ſentiments of my ſoul. Either 
relinquiſn all hopes of uniting thy fate 
with hers, who ſhould. be only mine, or 
renounce my friendſhip. for ever!” Min- 
gled ſenſations of ſurprize,” indignation, 
and concern, took from Harold the power 
of Pity 


N Urn as they now art,” origs he at 
length, 1 cannot yet ceaſe to regard thee 
as the Guthrum I once knew. My heart 
| cannot yet divelt itſelf of that attachment, 
"which diſplayed itſelf in infant fondneſs, 
1 9 . Think, O Guthrum, 
think 


* 
2 E J * . N : * * * a 
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think for a moment of the tolls, of the 
_ pleaſures we have paſſed. Think how: 1 in- 
| ſupportable had berg thoſe toils, how un- 
ſatisfaQtory thoſe pleaſures, had we not 
borne an equal ſhare in each. And yet 
thou canſt ſay, with ſtern accents, with 908 
unmoved brow, canſt ſay, , 610 Harold, re- Tel 
nounce wy og pe” 1 . 
: | 3 a 1 41 85 * eee 
> thou content then t to reſign: Gus |. 
nilda?“ aſked 0 baſtily. „ 1 By | 


| e ED he" voice v6 Gunilda' aecide, 
| replied Harold, after a ſhort pauſe. « If 


thou art the object of her choice, I will 
ſtill be thy friend; if I am favoured, thou. 
| haſt ſaid, thou wilt r not be mine,” TORE 


Guthrum appeared Mtefolult.. Harold 
extended his hand. 4 


1 he 3 (though. Qiu with an 4 
ſion half luda!) ee I; 2 


r D 2 >: © 
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Ne Let us, ” ſaid he, « bring our fates to 
17 ſpeedy. iſſue. On the morrow we will 
both declare our ſentiments, and till then 
1 will be thy friend.” Rs, 


10 the fool of Harold, tender as in- 
Ms. this trifling reſpite was ſome con- 
ſolation: and now neither love nor 
| jealouſy, could reſiſt the impulſe of weari- 

' neſs; they ſunk into a deep lumber, _ 
FLEE which laſted a confiderable time. N 


. were at kength aa "RS the 
8 well known ſounds of their followers hunt 
ing horns. Pleaſed and ſurprized, they 
inſtantiy aroſe, and went forth, where they 
were ſaluted by their attendants vi loud 
and Joyful ſhouts, 54 | 


Volugar ſoon joined d Gee. They Tears 
1 Fg that directed by their diſcourſe of the 


preceding night, he had diſpatched meſ- 
ſengers to the tents with orders We 15. 
men to ates to his ating. 


ae 


8 . 


3 , 


ru d Jon or F gTHBIWOLT Mt 5 


The Prince and Harold failed not to 
pay him the acknowledgmenis which en 
a mark of TOs, attention merited. 


8 ,- 


en., of his mee 1 ſo ws: 


led them to a chamber, where the domeſtic | | 


care of the blooming Gunitda had provide 
* a re OO. | 

At che fight of H arold, joy 1 
her love · inſpiring « countenance. She ſa- 
luted each, but the keen penetration of 
Jealouſy diſcovered to Guthrum the dif. 
ferent expreſſion of her ſalutations, _ Not 
able to reſtrain the emotions that agitated = 
his ſoul, he turned to Harold. * On this 
moment,” he cried, © pen nr ON 
ſhip, or our op, 5 


- 


Harold replied x not, hot 3 . | 0 ? Wit | 
fixed his eyes on the earth. The lovely 
Gunilda trembled at the apprehenſion, of - 


an ill, of which ſhe could not divir 
D 3 | 
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ole. 'Guthrum ſullered her _ . Cn — 


tinue in ſuſpenſe. ., 


& 5 2 * 


Wy 10 1 e hy tougher,” raid. he, ade 


We Mae, Mr Rs Tra 

60 Harold allo loves 5 1 hav a 
e her enemy, and chine. Let her 
Kat decide the fate of our preceſions.” 


a= 


The haughty tone in n which theſe words | 


were uttered, was not calculated to win 
the favour of Volugar, or of his daughter. 
Gunilda ſpoke not, but regarded her Sire 


with a timid ; and Iubmiffive a air. 


2 & 


* Ever 33 ſaid he, « ] — 42g : 


ana thy looks. Thou wouldſt ſubmit 
thy inclinations to mine.” Retire, my child, 

and fear not that thy obedience will be 0 
to too kevere ; a teſt, „ 


Fog > 2 i * 
1 ; 6 ve. 1 i 


„ „ 


** 9 
1 4 l 


jy LAs ſoon as the bad quited the chamber, 


he 2225 8 ng 6. 


„ — i | bt” | ec Brave 


l, 


498 


8 
% Brave dion? 2 aig FR a 


Guthrum, « the honour which thy ſuit, 


and that of thy. noble kinſman, confers 


on my daughter and my ſelf, at the ſame 
time that it gratifies the utmoſt: pride of 


my foul, fills me with perplexity. Ye 


| were both the preſervers of Gunilda; the 


-attentive care of Harold ſecured her: life, 
and thy unerring arm. deprived her eruel 


enemy of breath. Both bave vel de- 


ſerved her; yet in favouring the love of 
one, e I vot rent the other 2 


« Thou don be then 7. . 
ed 0 Guthrum. True, Prince, replied 
Volugar, where the merits are ici 


% 
* 


mere 18 room for heſitatic 23. 30 Hitt. 


| a * 
# * OO 14s 


Vet PRES nw not all bis e | 


The mildneſs of Harold: aataed 5688. 
fetction with the ſame force, that the fierce- 
neſs of Gutbrum repelled it. Alrbady 


had be chdſen the ſpouſe of Gunilda but 
__ lame motives that actuated his chice, 5 
n 'D'g.-  - wee 
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Different emotions agitated the breaſts 
of | Harold and of Guthrum' 3 his 


dC: 908 dreaded A moment 80 its 
arrival, ſince that which was to gratify 
love, mult PN ee an incurable 
| wound. | + 10 


At | wen Volugar ae At pre- 


5 * me in d un I have thought 
of an expedient by which that uncertainty 


may be removed. One year ſhall the 
deciſion be delayed; and he, who in that 


time ſhall atchieve the moſt heroic deed, 


may at its concluſion claim the bend d of 


_Gunikda as the xevard 1 10 Firuzes, 


1 


22 & 
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« 


| Theſe words ee Harold 8 the 


r of anxiety that had oppreſſed him, 
and in a tone of fatisfattion and cheerful- 
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ſs he acceded to the propoſition. | But 

Guthrum betrayed no tokens of fuch fac. = 

| ty. The inbred baughtineſs of his fout | 

| taught him to eonſider himſelf as fuperi f | 

| to competition; aud the irreſolution'of | 

Volugar inſulted his pride i in a yet greater | 1 

degree, than the apparent partialit) of | |, 
Gunilda for his Kinſman affected his heart, 

His feelings were not ſhrouded by Hifi. 

lation ; the ſame height of pride, whic I 

endued him with ferocity, made him form 


all diſguiſe, and he e avowed 1 


9 run Y 


This avowal, by renewing t 
1 henſions of Volugar, rendere de 
fixed to abide by the expedient he uc 
offered; but, willing to conciliatthe dif- 
poſition of Guthrum, he ſummoned Ginil-" 
da, and commanded: her to offer eren 

eie to the enen wn his gu 
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bg from her Sire, ſhe approached Guth- 
rum firſt, and, with an air of eaſy grace, 
faſtened to his ſide a maſſy falchion of re- 
ſplendent ſteel, by a belt interwoven with 


gold, the work of her ſkilful hands. This 


done, ſhe advanced to Harold; but more 
embarraſſed was her air, more ſenſibiliiy 
appeared in her movements. A roſy dye 
ſuffuſed her countenance, while ſhe threw 
over his ſhoulder a coſtly ſcarf, the chief 
e of her induſtrious loom. | 


"The boart: of Harold 3 
content, and Guthrum appeared more 
ſatisfied. They bade farewell to ener 


and his daughter, and with their followers, : 


(who had not been unnoticed: by the 
bounty of cheir generous hoſt): took their. . 
way to the hills. After giving a few days 


to the chace, they quitted Norway, and 


haſtened to court, intent on feeking ſome 
occaſion of nnn nen vorthy 


b 
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Mindful of dt ; they dile el t a Ar 
2 * ; * 

en. we Slres the adventures in Whie 


they had been engaged during their ab- — 


nee: The King and Mun were well 
àacqi ainted with” the nam of 'Voligar! pe 
To! the advantage of an Mate My birth. 
he bad added in his youth, the fame of 
heroic actions; and the early pen of his 
life had been as much devoted to the exer- 
tions of altivity and- valour, as the. latter! 
to the enjoyment. of à calm calm re oe, the 
well- earned fruit of his aller Chief of a 
numerous and warlike tribe, though in- 
capacitated himſelf, by age and feeblene. 
from deeds of hardihood, he ye dite 

his followers by his counſel; though he 

ceaſed to guide them by his example; 
and no band of warriors, amongſt the hardy 
ſons of Scandinavia, reaped a fairer fame 
than the adherents of Volugar. Ivar and 
Sitrie beheld the loves of their children 
without an ger, but with concern. Each | 

applauded the wiſdom of, Volugar'i in pro- 7 
traging the deciſion, for each inged that _ 
7 as *..» th 
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| Mean, while hai . e friends W 


als burned with a deſire to- eb 
mie ves in the purſuit of glory. A 
opportunity ſoon 7 Preſented: itſelf.) The 
| reſtleſs ſpirit of emigration was captivated 
1 by the delightful picture, which thoſe in- 
| Vaders, who had already diſturbed Eng- 
und by their, eme gave of that 
bappy country. Numerous bands of mar- 
tial youth flocked m all quarters, and 
demanded ef the King a leader of royab 
blood, to condutt hem in an bene e 
. of ihe Jaime e : 


1 4 5 


be King Wa ee for ahi 
thief, and at the. ſame time, led by an 
unjuſt partialit 7, prohibited Harold from: 
ſharing in the expedition, under pretence. 
that the ſafety of the ſtate was concerned 
in the retention of ſo able a ſupport. 
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-This nn . neither Gubbs⸗ñů 
rum or Harold; and che Princes pride 
* (which diſdained the th 
d fortune to a want of emulation) 1 | 
induced bim to uſe his moſt; ęarneſt en 
treaties againſt the reſolution of his Sire. 1 | 
But ; 2 Sing: Was nee LT 


22 ie (39 ed 0 Folk 56 i eln „„ 4 
"The be lden a of Suse was 4 0 great, 

chat he thought of retiring from the pre- 
fence. of his brother: but the diſſuaſions 
of Harold ee that; n rpoſe from. 
being effected- wot n 20d nth, Rn 


* My father,” ve wt" cc en ie 8 
Gods will even. here preſent the er- 11 0 
+ tunity 1 we wiſh. for.” 
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His "words were- prophetic.—Saxs,"'a * 
potent chief, deſired the daughter of the - 
King in marriage; but that monarch, who. 
was We * of the power he poſ- 
| . 
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| = Midas A rin and ateo ly 
1 refuſed his demand. The proud“ chief 
= eee eee fo highly, that hey as 

xl] ence df Ivar. DOTHDEL I 
„ ne ge 115 eee 205 2/68 22118911 


his 3 to its utmoſt 
0 quitted the court, aſſewbled bis 
1 painted to them the wrongs lie: a 
=- 

| . and eee their aid to Rado him 


ANT to r intereſt bby: the ties + of 
the moſt ſolemn oaths , and ſtill mor 
affection, they based wot 10 allure hi 
of their WY and aſſiſtance. | 


%'% 
z 7 
Ras 


* 


reden in his reſentment, be proceed. 
ed not to open force till he had won many 
diſſaffected chiefs to his party. His, deſigns 
were then avowed, and the King trembled 
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® See the treatiſe of Tacitus an the Manner a the ; 
ancient Germans, . = a | 
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at the apprehenſion of that IgG he had 


wh W N 


Heal ever: GA ba 1 RN; ak 
ſembled the faithful tribe of which: he was 
chief, and exhorted them to defend the 
King wü the ſame zeal ny „ 
towards his Sire and himſelf...” | ; 

"4 and a ekt * 
probation of his words, and with one voice 
they bade him lead them againſt the re- 
bels. But before that could be accom- 
pliſhed, Saxo, favoured by the obſcurity 
of the night, made himſelf maſter of the 
perſon of the King at a time when he 
leaſt expected ſuch an attempt, and was 
engaged in convivial Ry ny the” 
nobles of his Court, A napay 
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1 That 3 1 55 leiſure to lament” 

the affront which he had offered Harold, 

and which he imagined had wholly detach- 

2 bim N bis intereſt. Fritigern, his 
| eldeſt 
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into 954 "with whom tents was at 
war. Guthrum was too diſtant to afford 
bim ſuccour, and the Re d we his 
remaining offspring allowe 10Pe 
_ "of relief from them. He law ee no 
reſource, but to comply with the demands 5 
of his enemy, which ſucceſs. had rendered 
more exorbitant. This was a ſubmiſſion. 
which his pride could not brook; 
conſidered Nth as a * g 
inferior. . 1 


5 


8 


His is 8 was e ded ha ar 
hand; from which he leaſt OC ſuch a: 
| boon. The brave Harold; whoſe- virtues: 
gained him many eee beſide thoſe- 
who were attached: to him by the bands of 
fealty, ſoon acquired. a ſufficient force, not 
only to refiſt, but affault the rebels. Saxo, 
emboldened by his late ſuceeſs, and the 
conſciouſneſs of fuperior numbers, haſten Ry 
ed to meet him. Bloody was the conflict 
hat enſued; but the valour and good for- 
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Saxo felt the weight of Kin arm; Were com- 


panions e, faithful to the laſt, fell in 
ſlaughtered heaps around his corſe, and 
the remainder of his vanquiſhed. forces ' 

ved themſelves by flight. Harold had 


the ſatisfaction of reſtoring Ivar to liberty, 
aà ſatisfaction which could wilt of _"_ 970 a 
mind generous, as his own. | br 1808 
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Not content v h a great 4 aw be 
had atchieved, he purfued the fugitive 


adherents of Saxo with ſuch | vigour and 
_ aAivity, chat they were deprived of every 
reſource, and ſubmitted without reſiſtance. 
They now experienced, that his'clemeticy. _ 


was not inferior to his valour; and an 


incident that happened at that time, placed 
the generoſity of his ebharaQter in a more 
conſpicuous point of view than ever. 
Wien the- brother of Saxo, bad be- 


am by that Wan who, 


i PIE UA e | 
of beer chief or eren to die beſide hin. 
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come after nis 4 1 leader of the in- 
ſurgents. As he advanced, under pre- 


tence of delivering up his arms to Harold, 
he ſeized the moment of unguarded confi- 
dence, and aimed a blow at his heart, 


which the W of 9 95 nnen 
impotent. | + LES 


The eee bs el would have 
ſacrificed him on the ſpot; but that chief, 
with his uſual magnanimity, prevented their 


purpoſe, and, turning to Wittigild, in- 


quired what could have induced him to 
ſo ny en a 8 A 
} ite els) | | x 
K «My bickbes fall by 5 band,” enten 7 
 Wittigitd, with- a gloomy air, e That | 
event,” replied Harold, . ſhould have made 
thee my enemy, but ought not to have; 
converted thee into an aſſaſſin. d ee 
didſt love thy brother, and 1 forgive 
thee.— Thou canſt not appear before the 
King. without imminent hazard of... thy. 
| life, —F y, thereſore, fly. while ton haſt 
bend e 


5 
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yet the power, and bear this reflexion with -- 
| thee; that Harold, unimpelled by malice, 
| flew Saxo in the field ;—that now follow- 
ing the ſaggeſtions of his own heart, in 


the pride of victory, and of power, he 


aſſures thy 4 POO of ha medi- 
tated wrong. > 43605 HERE BHS 


At theſe words, Winigild loſt all | bis 
het  « Generous chief,” he replied, 
in a ſoftened tone, © yes, I will recall thy 
magnanimity, at the ſame moment I deteſt 


the occaſion that brought it to my 


ledge.” May the King of men, Odin, 
the ens and the God, may be give to 
Wittigild che future . e 
thy generofity f- Fo 6 | 


% 


Ne Soner had he Solidh, than * 
eat his arms to be reſtoted; and giving 
bim the choice of his attendants from 


amongſt the captives, diſniſſed him flom 


the. camp, at © the fame time 2 ftria 


ca "orders 
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orders. that none of the 1 odiers, under | 
"ou af ne ſhould mobel bie retreat. 5 


hy 
oo 


Tbe king lei Harold. wich! every 
ie teſtimony of gratitude and joy. 
He ſolicited and obtained a reconciliation 
with Sitric, and confeſſed himſelf indebted 
5 his ſon for ori crown and life. | 


| While theſe iis aſſed in. a Dina "3 
| Aren Guthrum arrived in England, and 

oon joined his forces to. thoſe of Hinguar 
and Hubba. The 'Englith; ſunk in a ſupine f 
lethargy, attemptec to buy. off the invaders 
by coſtly gifts, imprudet tly offering to the 
view of rapacity thoſe riches of which i 
came ein ſearch. 7.0 


But why, my 1 auditor, Would I 
duell an waters of w ich thou haſt attained 5 
more perfect knowledge? Suffice it then 
| to fay, that when induced by the eaſineſi of 
- conqueſt to obtain a more permanent ſet- 
tlement, they n ſtill farther. into 15 


WS >. 2 


THE so or BTHELWOLF, 


the: kingdom: ; their bigh-raifed hopes were © | 
cruſhed by the valour of Ethelwolf, Who, 
by the victory of O 9 —_— his people, 
from preſent oppreſſion and inſult, and 
forced the invaders to retire! in haſte 0 
their ſhips, now thy NO ene wen ihe 
ane Hs: 


28 


"This A acted 1 none ſo 
ſenſibly as Guthram. The plunder with 
which his veſſels were ſtored, could not con- 
ſole him for the diſgrace which had attend- 
ed his arms, and nothing but the maſt ur- 
gent neceflity could have prevailed on him 
to quit the Britiſh ſhore; that ſhore where 


he had hoped to acquire the e lau- 5 
rels of renown. e ee ee 


But RF: ng 1 e in Dm. wich 


what freſh anguiſh and vexation did the 10 
glory of Harold en him! 


* 


His en for his abe had de- 
creaſed imperceptibly ſince the adventure 


1 Ts T IE. SON or ETHELWOLE,” 
| of Gunilda; every remaining trace of arity: | 
now, vaniſhed, and he attempted not to 8 
neeal the total change that tac dom 
in * — i 


That . was, to o Harold, a f e ol 
incxpreſlible uneaſineſs and grief. Had 
Gunilda appeared to favour Guthrum, he 

_ would have yielded his pretenfions without 
waiting the deciſion of Volugar ; but her 
pagtiality for himſelf had been too well 
marked to eſcape the penetration of love, 
and that preference was too dear to bis 
heart to * eee e en 


; bg * 


Thet time bf: bite . to a 
concluſion at the arrival of Guthrum. The 
king invited Volugar from his retreat, 
under pretence of doing him and Gunilda 
honour. But the event ſhewed that the 1 in 
vitation ſprung from another motive. 


0 


4 - Volugar ſhortly phe at court with, 
Wader and a numerous train of fol- 


| IF 4 =» | lowers, 


| | 4 | 


day of trial, . 
* TY 4) 939 * $4 


11 ee The nobleſt chiefs of Þ 1 8 


mark attended. Volugar 


merit of his ſon." He enumerated, 1 MOM 
long and artful diſcourſe, the ſpoils he bad 


amaſled in England how he had added to 
the ſplendour of the ſtate by the aequire- 
ment of theſe riches, and finally imputed” 


the defeat at Okely not to a deficience of 
valour or aQivity, but to the malice of f 


OME 


evil demon, who envied the good fortune 
of Guthrum. - Sitric now came” forward, * 
When he mentioned the name of Harold 
an univerſal murmur of applauſe pervaded 5 
ures little embel- 


the aſſembly. Truth requir 
liſhment ;*and a ſimple relation of facts, to 
which his auditors and fame bore teſtimony, 


ſufficed 
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d marti! 
foorts fi filled u up. Pg weng, time. homes - 


and Gunilda were; 
ſeated in the midſt of the aſſembly. The 
candidates approached; tendered their 
obeiſance, and retired a few paces back. 
The king then advanced and pleaded the 


N . == * —— 
— S * — _—_— Ce oa _ 
- b « * — — OE ae, Ae o — 2 — 
— — ky * ——_ * oY - bo 
p — 9 =—y - £ . * L — - — nn — * 5 
* — 5 5 n — — — — 
D * Ne aq + b 
— — or < — = a 4 
* * * — —— — — 2 7 
— Il 2 W 5 r - Fog —.— gh c A — 2 > — — — — — ff 
Lo - — — — 2 — eg — — 
— — — yy * 4 
— bh — — - * 4 —— — 2 82 — = 


== = 


ae 22 —— 
— 2 


—B PP 


n e ” fd he, ad- 


; | bim, thy valour cannot be queſtion | 
„ 1 promiſed Gunilda to him who ſhould 


- atchieve the moſt heroic deed. Heroiſm 
conſiſts not alone in the diſplay of perſonal 
Vvoalour. Clemency and forbearance mould 
$5 unite with a+ to form the character 1 
5, Theſe did Harold 
' ſuperior to reſentment or © | 
reve bes he nobly pardoned the daring ' | 
=. Wirtigild, who had raiſed his hand to de- 
= my him of exiſtence !—] give thee my 
5 zhter, he. cried, turning to Harold, 
a in bello wing her, I confer: a benefit 
| of no commo value. Cheriſh ber- but 
vhy ſhould I caution thee, of whoſe worth 
I am aſſured? In ſaying thus, he n 
TO OED the nor. arold _ "Gang" „ 


PHE SON. or ETHELWOLF«. | * ep 


1 e 9 during a the precedi g diſ- 

courſe, ſtood fixed and ſilent. A gloom 

frown hung dreadful on his brow, and his _ 

| _ countenance plainly teſtified the tumults 
17 that agitated his mind. The action f 
nee took from him all traces of for- 


« And canſt thou,” he ing 
cried, —* canft thou even, in the preſence 
of the Lat. inſult his s ſont”. „„ 


* Old man, thy years proteg es * | 

my vengeance.— But let not this ſmooth dif. 
ſembler hope alſo to eſcape me Here, 

continued he, waving his band, here 

do I diſcard all fond remains of that miſe 

taken amity which once I cheriſhed, an 

from this moment vow to bear him moſt 

deadly and unceaſing hate! Odin, King 

of men, to thee I ſyear accept, and rath „ 

my „ - . 
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* 1 ied: Harold: while a noble in- 
dignation animated his countenar + 
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cannot Highs thee, Guthtum; but I will love 
qu no Og.” 


EN. 


Co 


*. 0 bypocrite! |” exclaimed Guthrum, 
F his falchion from his ſide, come 
forth. If yet thou beareſt the ſpirit of a 
man — come forth, and let our ſwords 
decide *& ET, 


The forbearance of Harold was no more. 
He advanced to his adverſary with a 
threatning aſpect. The gentle Gunilda 
ſhrieked. The King, Sitric, and Volugar, | 
interpoſed between the rivals, and prevent- 


ed their purpoſe by force, The former, 
then turning with an air of anger to his. 


ſon, reproved him loudly, and commanded 


a party of armed men to ſurround and 


guard him, till the nuptials of Harold and 
Gunilda were ſolemnized. The Prince, 
foaming with rage, was led off by his 
guards; and Ivar, after fixing the nuptials 
at four days diltance, broke up the al- 
by ah 
IG 5 Thi 
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| The injurious language, - and deport» 


ment of Guthrum, could alone have re+ 


ſtored Harold to peace with bimſelf; and 


he now felt all the delight, which the cer- 
tainty of. poſſeſſing Gunilda's affection 
could give him, without 10 n. n 


of concern or e 


. nuptial morn avs. The place 
deſtined for the celebration of the rites was 


a grove conleerated to Odin. Volugar 
led his daughter forward. Ivar, Sitric, 
and Harold, followed by a train of noble 


chiefs, entered the facred . 


1 and Gunilda advanced to the 
altar of Odin, and proſtrated themſelves 


before the image of the God. The chief 


prieſt raiſed, and placed them beſide him. 
and then commanded the inferior prieſts 
and ſcalds to commence the ſacred rites. 
The myſterious ſongs began; the victims 
were brought. forward and ſlain, and the 


chief prieſt inſpeRted their entrails. His 
"a | Ez | frame 


4 
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frame becarne agitated; his limbs ſeemed 
to ſhudder with an holy horror. All at 


once his whole appearance changed. The 


blood mounted in quicker currents to his 


cheeks; he tore the ſacred fillet from his 


Welling forehead; his eye- balls reddened, 
and a convulſive motion agitated all his 


features. At length, in a a terrible wie, 
* exclaimed, 


1 Odin claims the virgin for himſelf! 
He dooms her to the purple flame of , 


ſacrifice'if ſhe weds not with Prince Gu- 
thrum. No other than a Prince, or a 
God, is worthy the poſſeſſion of Gunilda !” 


Conceive, O illuſtrious Alfred, the con- 


ſternation of all who heard theſe words ; © 
but, above the reſt, paint to thyſelf the 
dreadful fituation of Harold and Gunilda. 
The timid virgin ſunk half fainting to the 


earth. Her lover, though nearly reduced 
to the ſame ſtate, attempted to ſupport her. 


1e Soul of my life!“ cried he, embracing 


her, 


— 


Am_ 
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ber, . does Ode. t Sende does 
Odin nee our ſeparation ry TRE e” 


"Ez 


« | Unhand ah Walden: 2 the chief 
prieſt, interfering; ©. Knoweſt thou not 
that the victim of the Gods muſt not be 
polluted by the endearments of a mortal ?. 


And as yet the lips of the . have not 


declared * choice. 3 wet 


The hotr or-ſttack Volugar haſted for- 


ward, faſt as his feebleneſs would allow, 
and knelt beſide the fainting Gunilda. 


« Is Odin relentleſs ?” cried he, with his 


hands uplifted to the prieſt in an attitude 


of ſupplication. Can no alternative 
Will not vows and offerings ſuffice 4b . 


. 1 have uttered the eres of heaven,“ 
replied the prieſt; „ l It thy part to 
acquieſce in reverential ſilence. And no 


I call on the 6 to eee, ber 
chaten Wt Ft 49315 POUR 2H 
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Guniide half raifed herfelf, and appear- 
ed about to ſpeak. Volugar preſſed her 
fondly to his boſom.—“ O, my child,” 

eried he, in accents. of grief and tender- 
neſs, O, my child, my beloved l give 
| ſome time to conſideration. Delight of 
| - my aged eyes !—ſpeak not yet. —Bethink 
ee of thy father. Who ſhall ſupport his 
declining years if he loſes thee Who 
 Afſhall adminiſter comfort to his deſpaiting 
= —- heart, if thou deſerteſt him ?” 


| 88 appeared for a moment irreſo- 
lute. She caſt a glance at Harold, and 
that. glance determined her. My fa- 
ther, cried ſhe, returning his embrace, 
were I to eſpouſe Prince Guthrum, 
ſill wouldſt thou have the loſs of Gunilda 
| to lament. O, my father thou wouldſt 
not ſurely prefer for thy daughter a ſoul- 
q conſuming diſeaſe, a lingering death,. 
not leſs inevitable, though more flow, than 
that thou dreadeſt. No, my father, 
the added, (a noble intrepidity illuminat- 


ing 
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ing her countenance). © thou. wilt not re- 

monſtrate more. Thou wilt rather ſupport 
thy Gunilda in the choice ſhe is about to 
make. Hear that choice, O holy miniſter 
of Odin!—Make ready the inſtruments 
of nee! thy victim is Nee = 


& No, thou ſhalt not die! By 13 
I ſwear thou ſhalt not!“ exclaimed Harold, 
impetuoufly.— Live Gunilda—live, even 
for Guthrum -O torture Either way 
I loſe thee.—Vet better, far better to ſee 
thee in the arms of my rival than—0 


horror! — No, my Gunilda.— No, thou 
Thalt not die! ns ; 


e Miſtaken Harold,” replied Gunilda, 
_ faintly, *“ far worſe than death that fate 
to which thou wouldſt confign me. Will- 
ingly, moſt willingly, I yield my boſom to 
the ſteel of ſacrifice, ſince that is the only 
alternative that remains to fave me from a 
lot more terrible ;—from n the 
ſpouſe of Guthrum! ?! 5 


ö „„ | Oddune | 
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F Dabebe at this period judged i it expedi- 
ent to interrupt the narration of Ethelbert, 
as the ſhades of night approached. - The 
_ curioſity of Alfred was wound to its higheſt 
pitch: he would willingly have journeyed 
on without thinking of reſt or refreſhment ; 
but the Earl of Devon, ſolicitous for Bis 
Welfare, diſſuaded him from his purpoſe, 
and they haſtened to ſeek, in à rocky cave 
which appeared in view, that ne nn. 
their wearinels had need ol. 8 


F — 
- 


END OF THE FIRST BOOK, „„ 
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genes FR os firſt 5 ** morn 
": diſpel.the: obſcurity of night, when the 
1 wellers aroſe and purſued their journey. 


red, anxious to be relieved from the 
ſuſpenſe he felt for the fate of Harold and 
Gunilda, urged Ethelbert to continue his 
narration. The youth made a reſpetiſul 


obeiſance, and proceeded 1 in the following 7 


words, . 


P * 
4 1 4 
” 1 % 1 89 7 
1 ; |; 5 [EF 


Ivar, with an appearance of much. 


compalſion, beſought the chief prieſt io 


conſult the will of- Odin again on the 
following day, and to omit no means of 


ſupplication or offering to reverſe his 


com ö 


» 


. For: ſome time he appeared averſe to 9} 
N but the grief of Volugar, the 
1 


delpair 


«4 HY. Aa 


1 he; had proceeded but a few paces, when 
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deſpair of Harold, and the entreaties of 
the-monarch, at length appeared to move 
him; and he declared himſelf willing even 
to riſque the anger of the God, which he 
d 0 . 88 excite — 
- Deſcription can bur Kü be Þ e 
ſituation of the diſappointed lovers and 
the diſtracted father during that night. 
The morning conduded the torments of 
ſuſpenſe, by bringing dreadful certainty. 
The chief prieft declared the decree of 
Odin to be immutable, and threatened 
Denmark with unheard-of ills, if the will 
of that Deity were any longer reſiſted. 


Impelled by a blind and furious zeal, 
the people, with one accord, ſurrounded 
the palace; demanded that Gunilda ſhould 
come forth, and by declaring her choice, 
deprecate the ger of the God. 


65 © Q Fanaticiſm,” exclaimed Alfred at 
this period, „thou peſt, and ſcourge of 
1 — : "+ 1 he | 


[if 


the 3 race, how long ſhalt thou con- | 
tinue to impoſe on man with thy delu- 
fions?—When ſhall heaven-born reaſon re- 
gain the dominion which thou haſt uſurp- 


ed?—When ſhall ſhe diſſipate the errors 


with which thou haſt enveloped human- 
kind; when chaſe from their imaginations | 
the idea of 'a being, which thou haſt 
depifted as delighting in the miſeries of 
man, thirſty of gore, and authorizing the 
commiſſion of barbarous deeds, under the 
ſpecious name of holy zeal—and diſplay, 
by her clear and — light, the. true | 
| attributes of * * 

Altre ci; he nw for a fow 

moments abſorbed in thought, and 

made a lign to Ethelbert to 0 PUR; 
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4 © Gu) NILDA — e herſelf. to "4 
multitude with an air of intrepidity. oF 
am content, cried. the, in diſtinct and 
reſolute accents, 46 to be the victim of 
Odin, fiace he requires my immolation,— : 
for. I. will, Not erde the ſpouſe of 
l 
The dome. of vert be the action 
vith which ſhe met the approach of death, 
for a few moments impreſſed her auditors . 
with mingled pity and admiration,” and a 
deep ſilence followed her words. But the 


dlamours of ſuperſtition ſucceeded: they 


ſhouted loudly, applauded her obedience 
io the Gods, and demanded of the prieſt 
to fix the hour of ſacrifice. He named 
the evening of the enſuing day, on which 
. ſeſtival of Odin chanced to fall, and 

8 they | 
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they diſperſed wich redoubled. ſhows « en 


The dle was now caſt; Gunilda was 
given in charge to the prieſt; and Harold 
denied the conſolation of a laſt embrace, 

gave himſelf up to all aher n of 
"oe. ODE, an 8 Mb, l 1 

1 be diftates: 4 babe . in” 
Volugar the falſe courage of enthuſiaſm. - 
He believed that Odin had required the 
ſacrifice of his daughter: he believed that 
he ſhould have ſubmitted to that ſentence, 
not only without repining, but with cheer- 
fulneſs. But the feelings of the father 

were not to be reſtrained by ſuperſtition: 
he groaned from his inmoſt foul, he pro- 
ſtrated himſelf on the cold earth, "OE A 
refuſed all conſolation. 0 
That leh, aaa by an impulſe E 5 
frantic grief, Harold ſought the grove . 
Odin. He 8 1 the dark 
| gloom, 8 
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gloom, the death-like ſilence that reigned 


0 theſe © ſhades, ſuited his deſpair. 


* 


i 


£ A ſudden ruſtling amongſt the trees 


made him turn his head. He beheld a 
. perſon, clad in the habit of a ſcald, fol- 
loving him with haſty ſteps. «< Turn 


Harold,” he exclaimed, turn, and be- 


hold Wittigild, the debtor of thy clemency! 
Biehold him now ready to requite thy 
former kindneſs by a benefit above thy 


hopes.” 


Talkeſt thou of hope?” exclaimed 

the ſon of Sitric, in a tone of deep de- 
ſpair, Knoweſt thou not that hope is 
or ever baniſhed from the heart of 
Harold * 


\ 
FY ; 


„ will recall it, generous chief, re- 


_ plied Winigild, © thy Gunilda ſhall ſtill 
live to blefs thee,” © Ha! what layt 


thou ?” interrupted Harold, b with 
expedtation. 5 
= The 


The prieſt of Odin, rin Witti 85 
ge; is in league with thy enemy, and i 


' mine. | He ſpoke not the dittates of 
ſpiration.— The King ſuborned bim.“ 
* Great heaven!“ exclaimed Harold, 


Do I hear aright ? Haſt thou proof 7— 
Sport not with my deſpair.” —* Moſt cer- 
tain proof, 1 replied Wing, ee and on 


the morrow will I, before the aſſembled 


chiefs, declare that proof. —Calm thy foul. 5 


Baniſh thy deſpair, and look forwa 
gy years of connubial r pms" #2 


The tran ſports ' el Harold were too 
powerful for ſpeech to expreſs. He em- 


braced Wittigild ; in broken accents hailed 


him as his preſerver; as the preſerver of 
her, who was dearer to him than his own 
exiſtence! 


" No | time is to 120 1h,” 0 erich Witti- 
gild, interrupting bis exclamations, © we 
muſt ſeparate this moment,—Place an un- 


limited confidence in n my words.—Inſpire 


Volugar 
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to the grove of Odin on the hour e 
ed for the facrifice; and wait. the, reſult 


9 my Promiſe, with the molt . lively. hope, 


ſhall not 


be Ane en 5 


At | theſs 8 he * ſpeedily away ; 


2 through an opening of the grove, and left 


Harold in ſuſpenſe whether what had paſſed 
was only a viſion of his diſtempered fancy, 
{ Of: N real circumſtance. Soon, however, 75 
| die he embrace that opinion which was 
moſt conſonant to his wiſhes, and haſtened 


to put in execution the inſtructions of | 
een . 


2 


1 paſs over, 8 Hack. the tranſi 


15. which the intelligence of Harold 


cauſed in the boſom of Volugar, as thy 


- own ſenſibility can better teach it thee than 


my deſcription. Suffice it to fay, that "WH 


the appointed hour the lover, the parent, 
and Sitric, repaired. t to the grove. with 


beating TY 
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ei hearts, attended by * truſiy band, 
compoſed of the companions of Harold 


and of Sitric, and the followers of _ 


A e 7 
| The chief ek of Odin ha ere appear . 
ed, leading Gunilda, arrayed in all the 
pomp of ſacrifice. A robe of ſpotleſs 
white enveloped her lovely 
her golden treſſes were bound with a ſacred 
fillet, and crowned with a chaplet of con- 
Were flowers. She advanced, with a 
compoſed and ſteady pace, her eyes fixed 
on the ground, as if ſhe feared to truſt 
them with the ww * * father wn her 
lover. 2 | | | 2. toes 0 A 


The grove- was filled with a numerous 
concourſe of ſpeQators, yet an univerſal 
ſilence reigned. No whiſpering ſound was 


ſuffered to diſturb the ſolemn ſtillneſs o 


the ſcene. The ſun, though then in hit 
meridian, glimmered but faintly through 
the = een . of the trees; and 
e e oo TOES | . 
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this gloom, the deep ſilence, the ſight of 


the victim, and the preparations for ſacri- 
fice, were ſufficient, to ſtrike the boldeſt 
heart with terror. The fatal knife, deſtin- 
ed to cut the vital thread of Gunilda, lay _ 
on ihe altar: on one fide was a pyre of 


wood and combuſtible matter reared, and 
two attendants of the prieſt ſtood ready 
with lighted brands to enkindle the pyre, 


N hes _ ſhould be , . 


Gunilda, ot Wl 3 now came 
, to the altar. The latter knelt for 
a moment, then aroſe, took the knife in 
his hand, and muttering ſome myſterious 


words, placed it where it lay before. He 


now turned to the attendant ſcalds, and 


bade them commence. als, hymn of 
Herifice, 


0 N King of men! in TR” 
melody chen hegen, „ King of wen. 
Odin, immortal and unchangeable. SubC⸗ 
a * thou litteſt in thy. ætherial- hall, en- 
complied 


_ compaſſed with the fullneſs of thy power; 
yet, at the call of thy favoured ſons, the 
hardy warriors of the north, thou deſcend- 
eſt ; thou leadeſt them forward; thou giveſt 


ruf SON OF ET 


victory to their banners, and markeſt out 


the happy ſouls deſtined to quaff with 
thee immortal g in e de 
manſion. e Cn Died. 7.0 


o N 7 3 
F & : 
* 


wonders of thy power? Thou ſpeakeſt, 


and ſudden the loud winds roar along the 


heath; the fire of heaven darts forth in 
blue flames, and the thunder in terrific 


peals burſts on the affrighted ears of trem- 


bling mortals. At thy nod the winds re- 
tire to their rocky caverns, the fire of 


heaven is extinguiſhed, and the thunder 


huſhed. Nature returns to her wonted | 
calm, the fields wear a gayer verdure, the 


flowerets proudly di iſplay their variegated 


rinQs, and the bright fin gilds the ſumrmits 


of the cloud-capt RATS. © 
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„King of men, favoured, thrice favou ted 
is that happy mortal whom thou calleſt to 
thy elf in holy facrifice ! Bleſt is the virgin 
that bleeds on thy ſacred altar; ſwift ſhall 
ber exulting ſoul; when freed from the 

Wen nn nt now confmes Its _ 
wat. with thee ds Mag exo Seine : 
of immortality. Soon, king of men, ſoon 
ſhall thy victim bleed. The conſetrated 
Neel already glitters i in ay ſervants hand 
and ee ; | 


164 


5 5 that eee bo the chief 9 2 8 N 
reared the terrible knife againſt the breaſt 

of Gunilda, the bymn and the horrid rites 
were interrupted. | One of the officiating 
ſcalds ruſhed forward, and reſtrained the 
murderous hand. 8 8 


: 11 y was Winigild.— Jar Ceaſe!” cried | he, 
with a loud: and impoſing voice, 60 ceaſe 
thy ſacrilegious rites! Odin requires not 
e ſacrifice of Gunilda, T hou, unwotthy 
1 51 F miniſter 


XA D 
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"RAE of the infalted T Deity, thou baſt 
profaned his name. Inſtigated by baſe. 
motives, thou haſt dared to paſs the ſug- 
geſtions of malice and revenge for the in- 
ſpiration of divinity!“ * Valiant men,” 
continued he, addreſſing the multitude, _ 
ec behold me ready to unfold the plot „ 
iniquity; do ye, if my words find credence, 

reſcue. innocence from the gripe of op- 


preſſion, and inflict a Jon PREY oo 
s TY 
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The interruption of the ceremony, and 
the words of Wittigild, at firſt ſtruck tbe 
aſſembly with conſternation. "They ob- 
ſerved that the chief prieſt turned pale and 
trembled, as if conſcious of the charge. 
Confuſed clamours broke from their lips. 
The King appearing to labour under the 
mixed influence of rage and ſhame, com- 
manded the rites to go on. The clamours 
became louder, and an univerſal and 
whrestenn cry forbade a fn 


8 Harold | 


U arold and his truſty adherenis now. 
Aire forward to the altar. They ſur- 
rounded the aſtoniſhed Gunilda, and me- 
' paced the prieſt with inſtant death if he 
attempted to obey the order of the King, 
or to interrupt the diſcloſure of Wittigild. 
For a time the tumult and confuſion that 
a reigned i in the grove rendered it impoſſible 
for his words to be heard, but at length 
the noiſe ſubſiding, he exalted his voice, 
and ſpoke to the following import. 
. 1 Warriors of Scandinavia, ye whoſe 
generous ſouls ſtart at a deed of baſeneſs, 
bow will you ſhudder, what juſt horror 
ſhall poſſeſs your breaſts, when ye learn 
that the monarch of Denmark, led by 
partiality for his ſon, diQated to the mi- 
niſter of Odin that decree which he falſely 
pretended to be the impulſe of inſpiration. 
Noble chiefs, and you hardy warriors, | 
will ye ſuffer Harold, the hero of Scan- 
dinavia, will ye ſuffer him to be bereaved 
of a prize which he has won by the 
4 atchieve- 
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atchievement of the moſt generous wang 
moſt valiant deeds 2 


. Pit thy wotds,” (cried they with 


one voice) and we haſten to reſcue Gunil- 
da, and inflict juſt vengeance on 0 
traitorous en ; of | 


Ul Bebold, ”” cried Wittgitd, PORES 
off the ſacred mantle, part of which had 
covered his head, and diſguiſed his fea- 
tures, “ behold the brother of Saxo! 
Him, who owes exiſtence and virtue to 


the clemency and example of Harold 1— - 


When he ſo generouſly ſuffered me to 
_ depart unmoleſted from his preſence, 1 
ſought a retreat unknown to any but a few 
of my adherents on whom I could moſt 


depend. Here I bewailed with juſt grief 
the fall of my hapleſs brother; and here, 
in proceſs of time, I was informed of the 
_ conteſt between Harold and Guthrum, for 


the hand of Gunilda, and the approach 


of the deciſive day, which was to termi- 


nate 


* 


a G2 . 


he” 
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ſtarted, © Thou imagineſt then,” ſaid 


9 Mii 3 


1 | reſolved ti to hie me to court, and there, 
il neceſſity required, to give my own teſti- 
mony to the merit of my generous con- 


queror. I furniſhed myſelf with- a diſ- | 
guiſe; 1 came, and was a witneſs of Volu- 


| gar's decifion. I beheld the happineſs of 
Harold, andthe rage of Guthrum. Pleaſed 
at my benefaQtor's aſſured good fortune, 
and equally, gratified that he, who had 


refuſed his daughter to Saxo, ſhould ſee 


the deareſt hopes of his ſon fruſtrated, L | 
thought. of returning to my retreat; but 


this purpoſe was prevented. One of thoſe 
_ perſons, who officiate at the altar of Odin, 
had once been ſaved by my arm from a 
danger the moſt imminent. The eyes of 
gratitude are keen as thoſe of revenge; 
he diſcovered me, notwithſtanding my diſ- 


guiſe, and with friendly zeal reprehended 
the imprudence of my conduct. 5 


* 


0 him with the cauſe. He 
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he, e that the felicity of Harold — i 
Thou art deceived. At this moment 
dangerous machinations are forming againſt | 

his peace. Yeſterday, when, the king diſ- 
miſſed the aſſembly, (in which he had ap- 
pointed the time for Harold's nuptials) he 
repaired privately to the dwelling of the 
chief prieſt. By accident I overheard _ 
their converſation, and learned enough to 
convince me that ſome plot was contriving 

to fruſtrate the hopes of Harold. in which 


religion was to be converted into the _ 
inſtrument,” 


1 15 | *q 
39 2 


Burning ith a juſt dige at this! ) 
intelligence, I entreated my informant /to 
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| conceal; me in the manſion of the prieſt, 
chat I too might receive convincing proof; ] 
of his treachery. „ eee 


He complied. I ſoon received "I | 
proof I wanted. I heard the King difQtate;. 
to this unworthy miniſter of the Gods, 
thoſe deceitful words which he. dared. be; 


Vol. 1, i F_ * pens 
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: pronounce even at the ſacrid/ahavt? | This | 

day, O Scandinavians, confiding in the 
ſupport of truth, 1 determined to diſcloſe 
the impoſture, and to effect my purpoſe, 
was provided by my informant WO” the.” 

| ſacred VEE” %%%%CCC*V*VVV 8 


tg 7 


n kaying thes, Winigitd beltiouit to 
one of the attendants. He ſtepped for- . 
wagrd, and ſtood at his fide. “ Behold,” * 
- reſumed Wittigild, © behold the detectors 
of falſchood?!' We ſwear by Odin himſelf, 
Odin, the avenger of deceit, that wt 
alone has guided this accuſation!” 


| At theſe words the clamours of the af- © 
fembly broke forth afreſh, The tumults 

that agitated the multitude were manifeſted. 
by the claſhing of ſpears and ſhields, and 
the loud and diſſonant cries which burſt 
from their lips. The friends of the King 
and Guthrum exclaimed that the diſcloſure 
of Wittigild was falſe, and commanded 
. che decree of Odin ſhould be a ho ; 
but 
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but Harold and his adh rents . effe@tually | 
_ preſerved Gunilda. Menaces, noiſe, and 
_ confuſion, univerſally prevailed; at length 
the party of Harold, animated by theix | 
_ valiant leader, bore off the conteſted prive} 
and effected a fortunate- retreat nc - 

ſtanding the FORM 8 
en n 


Wben PR firſt SPEARS all utual co1 
gratulation had ſubſided, conſultation: fe 
dhe future took place, and they determi! 


firſt to repair to the domains of Sitric, 


ſolemnize the nuptials of Harold and 0 


Gunilda, : then retreat into Norway; 


vhere the faithful tribe of Fre u 


N them new e e 


- The firſt mlebby was epa They. 
arrived at the place of their deſtination, 
and Harold received from the hand ot. 
Volugar that invaluable Lr * ö 
nearly been N from 
ever. vo 


wr a - 
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Mean time the King releaſed Sb | 
"at confinement, (where he had remained - 
fnce+that day in. which he had treated 
Harold ſo injuriouſly) but he concealed 
from him the treachery he had acted, and 
aſperſed Harold with the guilt of which he. 
bianſclf was conſcious, 7 


The chief prieſt 4 the A 
5 Wittigild, and interdidted Harold and his : 


adherents, declaring them to be enemies 
tothe” Gods and men. 1 


1 {Where dee has 0 domi- 
| nion, the claims of gratitude and humanity 

are neglected. Thoſe who had been moſt 
active in aſſiſting the eſcape of Gunilda, 
now fancied themſelves moſt -obnoxious to 
the Gods; they began to doubt the affirma- 
tion of Wittigild, which at firſt had been 
ſo implicitly believed, and to ſuch a height 
Vere their terrors raiſed by the interdictjon 
of the chief prieſt, that their doubts of 
* s truth were ſoon changed into a, 
fe ; 5 certainty | 
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certainty of his falſehood. This idea 
having obtained a place in their imagina- 

tions, they: could no longer conſider Harold 

and Gunilda but as impious perſons, who 
bad defrauded the Deity of his . n 5 

and me at his decree.. 


| While this dilaffedion ee pot Pig 
Guthrum penetrated into Norway, ſur- 
prized the defenceleſs inhabitants of Volu- 
gar's domains, maſſacred them without 
mercy, ſet fire to his habitation, and laid 
_ waſte his lands. When intelligence. 04. 
theſe barbarous deeds reached the diſ- 
affected followers of Harold, they conſiders. + 
ed them as new proofs of Odin's vengeance,. A 4 
and no longer concealed their averſeneſs  - 
to the cauſe in which they had embarked.” _ 
Harold would have led them againſt the i 
forces of Guthrum ; they refuſed, and | 
declared the motives which induced their 
refuſal. No means of reſiſtance now re- | 
mained. The feebleneſs of Volugar's age 

proved uncqual to the conflicts he had 
7 experience. 
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4 vir . "a bealth had res im- 


f | ; | rel but this laſt ſtroke. was hr 


1 | be ſunk beneath it. 


1 Wild his lateſt > bovis wi «talks 8 
rold never to deſert his Gunilda, but ſeek 
by a ſpeedy flight to avert the fate that 
threatened both. In ſaying thus, he gave” 


up his afflicted ſoul i in the arms of his dif- ; 


tracted daughter, who, in the frenzy 'of 
Her! 0 reproached herſelf with killing 
her parent, and would have madly flow. 


i 5. to meet that fate which his dying in- 


— Junftions had en He to avoid. 
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"When k Harold had by hk, 1 en- LE 
: dearments ſoothed ber! into peace, he con- 
17 the preſent ſtate of his fortunes. 
Senſible that his ſingle courage would 


Emp nought avail againſt a hoſt of foes, though 
WEI his noble foul. could. ill brook the idea of 
ſhameful flight, yet the danger of Gunilda 


. reconciled. him to all things. He com- 
„ wunicaled 
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ice to Sitric and Wittigild his in- 


tention, and the plan he had formed to 
effect it: then aſſembling his followers, 


after gently. touching on their defection, 
he propoſed that the preſent day (the laſt 
perhaps they might paſs face to 9 
deR be n in onen e 


The We al was 1 Night had 
F begun to veil the earth with ob- 
ſcurity, when the followers of Harold and 
of Sitric were plunged into a deep and 
| deathlike ſlumber, the conſequen ce of in- 
toxication. The favourable moment was 
come: Harold embraced his beloved Gu- 
nilda, and led her from his ſtately man- 
ſion, accompanied by his Sire, Wittigild, 
and four Norwegians, faithful followers 


of Volugar, who bore on their ſhoulders 


the neceſſaries required in their intend- 
ed enterprize, , The friendly moon A- 


roſe, and guided them on their way. * 5 


a ſhort time they arrived at a rocky inlet 
waſhed by. the "It waves, where = 


8 


* THE SON OF ETHELWOLE. | 


bark, which had been conſtruRed any the 
ascher of Harold, was moored. | 


45 NN 
B 
1 3 
” * 
- : 
. 


nee were precious; they haſtily 
entered it: and Harold, imploring the 
protection of the Gods, launched his ſimple 
veſſel on the boſom of the deep. The 
ſounding oars were now plied with alert- 
neſs, and a favouring gale bore them 
ſpeedily from the ſhore. The night paſſed 
off; the grey morning dawned, and they 
exulted at the proſpett of ſafety. But 
this flattering proſpedt ſoon vaniſhed. 
Fierce winds aroſe: the jarring elements 
in deſperate conflict roared. Now the 
_ foaming billows exalted the bark to an 
immeaſurable height, now ſunk with it 
into a frightful abyſs. One moment borne 
forward by the violence of the tempeſt, 
the next driven to and fro without any. 
_ "certain courſe, the pilot's art became uſe- 
leſs; the rudder dropped from his feeble 
band; horror and deſolation were preſent, 
| to * foul. The . LB fpiritleſs, aghaſt, 
bbs of | - waited 
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+ veil wht the ſtupidity of fixed: wu 
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Harold alone ſtill poſſeſſed bimtelk. He 
collected all the firmneſs of his foul, ſpoke. 
peace to the throbbing heart of Gunilda ; 
vith duteous-exertions ſoothed the terrors. 
of his Sire, and endeavoured to inſpire 
Wittigild and his domeſtics with fortitude 
and confidence. | But the grizly form of 
_ death (which: in hideous colours preſented: 
itſelf to their terrified? imaginations) too 8 
from his words all powers of perſuaſion. 
Fixed, immoveable, all energy of foul was 
loſt. Death, which their ideas repreſented! 
as ſo terrible, they ſought not to avert by 
any exertions of re or prudenee. 5 


g 5 4 


1 


After raging 1 many ones: pig in 
conceivable fury, the war of the elements: 
at length abated, and revived hope elated 
the ſouls of thoſe who but now. had tense 
ed themſelves to D 
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convenience what it wanted in magnifi- 
cence. They deſpoiled the bark of all it 
 bomtained. neceſſary to their uſe, and 
noorec Kina place-of ber. F 4 Wh * 


— was their. next care. The 
F with which the veſſel had been 
ſtored, were . nearly. exhauſted; - but the 3 
unerring arrows of Harold ſtill preſerved - 
their wonted force, and the timgrous in- 
| Habitants of the air fell before them. The 
earth too, like a benevolent mother, nur- 
tured; i in her bofom wholeſome and palate- 
able roqts, whoſe properties the vigilant _ 


eye of neceſſity ſoon diſcovered. Large 1 
quantities of theſe were preſerved, and 


laid up for their winter proviſion by Gu- 
nilda, who added to the repoſitory wild 
| Gruits which ſhe had gathered in the n 
and dried i in the beams of the ſan. TOE 7 


Content and peace bleſt the inhabitants 
of * f OY labour and ſweet 
Dani | 1 ; | repoſe 
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- repol _ al rnately divided their 


and called them to new pleaſures. Culti- 
vation took the place of wildneſs, and the 
valley owed many charms to inventive 
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My birt, which f. ed at the con. | 


in the valleys; 2 the nde hw 
parents felicity. I was named Wittigild, 
in gratitude to him who had preſerved 


Gunilda. Sitric felt his life renewed when | 
be beheld me, and idolized me wich alla 


grand-fire's fondneſs. Wittigild, the gene- 


rous Wittigild, regarded me with-the af- i . 
ſeclion of a ſecond parent, and attended 


my dawning reaſon with a ſolicitude equal. 
to that of n and * 
My infant y years | paſſed i in ſer nie . 
warnen As 88 reaſon and my firength | 
| 8 2 
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off: ey had been 
ſhelveve os Its inclemency ; ; the ſpring 8 
revived the drooping powers of nature, 
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it was ſoon clouded, heavily clouded, and 
100 johns of morn: enveloped me 
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experienced it in its fulleſt force. One 
day I attended my Sire and Wittigild i in 


- the fatigue we had undergone added to its 


which tormented him, my Sire ſtogped 
and __ ©, fatal ones The ſpring 


. - "wwe grace 100 „ae, — 
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80 ſhone the! morning of my day. Alas! 


1 e e en ikied- 
| Hradunacquaimicd with ſorrow, and I now ͤ0 


the chace. The weather vas ſultry : we ; 
were: inflamed! by a ſcorching” thirſt}: and 


influence. We ſought a cooling ſtream : 
uain, for a long time, was our ſearch. 
At length we diſcovered a ſpring gurgling 
from the earth. Eager to ſlake that thirſt 
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ny 1 bave drank my death 
he aloud, cc the v water is enen ar. | 
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The blood forſook; his: hates = ee 
burſt from his pores; bis limbs ſhivered: 
he would have ſpoken, but agonies, [- 
cruciating agonies, nde ar his utter- if i 
tortures.— Ii heard his gans pay 
deep, did they penetrate to my heart 5 
And yet—even yet do I hear his broken 
accents, I bear them directed to me. EO 
day of woe! ſill art thou, preſent. While 


ance. 0 King —my. ;tear —t 
bidden, { But, my | fathe — 


life remains, never thall thy remembg 


deſert me!” He W and wos 2 
| his 


oO 


plants, whoſe . ficeped within it, hal ., 
Ry the water r with Wee baleful 8 
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5 bis IO e vent to the h that « filled 


his ene 5 
| | Alfred ſuffered ind to "if it un- 
diſturded; ſenſible that expoſtulation would 
rather irritate than repreſs a ſorrow, which 


the eee hand. * time N not eh 
ble t ae 5 65 | 
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Eibelbert, Gus 1s left to o kimfal, 5 ina mont 
time regained ſufficient compoſure fo re- 
fame his ſtory ; but as he was about to 
ſpeak, Alfred interrupted him; “ Youth,” 
faid he, © ſpare thyſelf the recital of what 
moves thee to ſuch affliction; or, at the 
leaſt, touch lightly on it, and haſten to the 
part which relates more wholly to thyſelf, 


for 1 and peatly am I: prog for 
n at 


} 1 2 * 


Eibelbert calf a kate of mingled! reve- 
rence and gratitude at the” e bent 
; ** head, n reſumed, 


* % bl 


* | 


* 4 * 


TAE SON: or ETHELWOLE. mz / 


Bel 1 will take the privilews thy goodneſs 


to his once happy dwelling," Gunilda be- 
held the huſband of her heart ſtruggling in 


| the pangs of an horrid death. She beheld, 
and the ſight bereaved her of all ſenſe, 
Frenzy informed her motions. Her' eyes 
ſhot the fire of diſtraction. She knew us 


not. She even knew not him, whoſe un- 


happy Fre had reduced her to JO. 


' Bleſt inſenſibility = mat her the . 
laſt ſad ſounds that ifſued from the lips of 
Harold. It ſpared her ſeeing him, who 

had been wont to cheer her ſoul with his 


gaiety, who had foothed her pains by his 


endearments, extended a pale and in- 
animate corſe, and committed to the cold 
boſom of the earth! ON Or 


Thirty times had the ben of 1 


* 


N me, ſaid he, „and forbear to 
dwell on ſcenes of ſo much horror.” 
Wittigild and I bore my expiring parent 
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ung Tan * the turf Which covered "Y 
. 1 remains 9 0 
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uns. of | my Sire, and ſtill n 
ntenance of Gunilda unenlightened by . 

. wonted reaſon. 

| the awoke, as from a long and deadly 

trance, and awoke to miſery. But the 


rektitude of her ſoul ſoon gave her 


wreflea, that grief, though ſpringing from 
a virtuous motive, when immoderately i ins 
| dulged, partakes the nature of: vice. In 
as much as it concenters all things i in igſelf, 
feeds on its own ſenſations, and regards as 


importunate and tormenting the cares of 
humanity, and the complaints of diſtreſs, 
For deep and rooted affliction heeds not 
me common miſeries of life, but feeling 
its own ſuperiority. of acuteneſs, regards 
all leſſer evils as below conldexation,: . 


"OW of ein or nen, . 


e ith. A 1 fortitude, 4 ie 
Ws againſt the dominion. of this ſelfiſh 
grief. Exertion procured victory, at leaſt 
her ſolitary moments alone were given to 

* indulge nee-of forzow « and theſe. mo- 


At length, however, 
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ments were but 3 PI Sitri 

her care; the drooping Sitric, ech — 
ed down by years and afſliction, was re- 
duced to the feebleneſs of N 


: 


| Navel her fon negl Qed; She: an ke 

of my Sire; the pointed out his virtues as 
an example for my life, and bade me ſhew 

my reverence for his memory by i imitating _ 
his good qualities. One elt as ſhe a 
ſtructed me thus in the preſence of my 
grand · ſire, he ſuddenly raiſed” his- head, 5 
and, wich an appearance of more vigout 


of mind than he had a long time exerted; © 


he preſſed my hand tenderly, and ex- 
claimed, * O thou dear and valued pledge 
of my "ry ſon yet a few days, and 1 
forever quit thee. . Come, therefore, and 
take advantage of my ee en moments. 
Come, and be informed that thou wert not 
born to waſte thy prime in obſcurity= . 
h is Adr thou art 
als Aud ee decdbs that an 
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11 when my m 
WL loſe thee too, my only * 2 


ample patrimony, numerous adherents, 
ſhould have been thy inheritance, and that 

injuſtice wreſted them from thee with an 
eee _—_— 4 | 7 


0 Theſe as fired my young . 1 ; 


ran, I almoſt flew to throw myſelf at his 
feet. I embraced his knees, and, with 
_ © youthful impetuoſity, exclaimed, O ever 
Honoured and revered, tell, tell me all !— 
Was 1 born to this noble ſtate ?=O' baſte, 
give me the knowledge of what Oy ne to 
os and fear not I vill fail to n it.” | 


#-- 


N had the a ai my lim, 
her cried; „alas! then >. 


1 8 and bebeld her aſpebt ſhadows 
ed with concern and diſmay. But my 


© grand- -fire haſtily replied, „and thou, 
Gunilda !—would'ſt thou for ſelfiſh grati- 
5 fication condemn this youth to languiſh i in 


tuner? Art thou not as I am, of 
Scan- : 
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Scandindfid' origin? and mould'ſt wa 
not conſequently be the heir of generous” 
thoughts? The hardy north is the nurſe 
of heroes; her valorous ſons diſdain the 
flowery paths of eaſe and indolence. 
Toil is their pong, war their rn 5 
delight,” 1 > 


— 


Cunülda hi Auk ga { pretlviing! the” | 
nobleneſs of her character, ſhe aroſe, I 
looked up to heaven, and exclaimed, 
« ſpirit of my love—if yet thou retaineſt 1 5 
a ſenſe of mortal things, ſtoop from thy 
bliſs a moment, and give ear! Endue my 
ſoul- with fortitude. Chace from it all 
' womaniſh fears, all weakneſſes of my ſex, 
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and give me not only to reſolve, * off = 
as reaſon diQates!?*; 8 7 4 v4 _ 


| She now turned to Sitric. Proceed,” ” ol K 
cried ſhe, in a firm tone, declare all thy, > W 
experience has taught thee,” and if thow _ 
faileſt in the narration, the WH With # 
e Oe" 3 1b 5 
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ee Thou art my Al 
9 man, with an appearance of þ D 


Ae Bp A ten or i 
* 


thou art the true ſpouſe of Harold, 
d thou wilt not ee his memory K 


PO 


He He 8 he detail, N 

1 have already given thee illuſtrious Al- 
red. In fine, I was informed of all, and a 
new world burſt on my imagination. St 
panted to enter ſociety, to alt. deeds of 
i } _  valour, and to unite. my name with re- 
nown. That ardour for novelty, natural 
to a ſpirit unexperienced and eels 
and the love I bore my mother and Sitric 
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i pre- eminence; and wh health at ee 
Hades to the enn. 
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At 


which had been long unaſual to | "oY 


(which pleaded moſt forcibly againſt the 
idea of quitting them) long ſtruggled for: 


* f The „ W * 
. re *Sſcovered the ſource of my diſeaſe; and 
as the ar n! is ever the moſt terrible, 


$ 


nE SON or ringer iv _— 


than the idea of my abſence." 3-1 

mined therefore to indulge: a Een of 
- which the reſtraint might prove fatal to my i 
life, and imparted her reſolution to my 
grand - ſire and Wittigild. The latter, wick 
his wonted generoſity of ſoul, offered to 
be my guide, and my protector. Gunilda 
accepted the offer with joy and gratitude, 
and ſoon acquainted me that the deſire of 25 
my heart ſhould be gratified, on condition 3 
15 promiſed to return to Iceland at the 
concluſion of one ing whether e 5 
ous or ene 7 


This condition 1 moſt Sigel dere. 

to, as it was what I myſelf would have. 
choſen to fulfil. And now I looked for- 
ward with renovated hope. to the con- 
ſummation of thoſe wiſhes, which I had $ 
cheriſhed even to the deſtruQtion of my 
tranquillity: It was determined that Wit- 
tigild and I ſhould repair to Den ö 
that he, hom ſeventeen yea 
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my native vale, my living parent, and th 2 
lem or wy Sire. 
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3 friends or enemies, ſhould paſs for my 
5 father, and that we thould profeſs our- 
ſelves willing to diſpel the cloud with which 
| the obſcurity of our fortunes had ſurround- 
ed us, by courting gory, ſn dhe fields of 5 


Aber. | 


Mean time we e prepared for our r depar- | 


| ture with activity and ſpeed: Wittigild, . 
our domeſtics, and myſelf, conſtyufted, 


with unceaſing labour, the bark which was 55 


to vaſt u us on our  enterprize. 


17 


It was . finiſned, and the day ; 


Eng arrived, which was to bear me from 


- Gunitda dae forth Aint falchion Wa 


| che arrows of my father, with that ſcarf, 4 


which ſhe had” once (axed n. as the ö 


8 of love. PROS net 1 25 


b Notwichlainding x all "Rd 4 at — | 
moment the remembrance of former times 


THE SON! OF; ET: 


filled he 
the ſcarf, ſhe preſſed it to her lips, and 
cious ornament, ſhe cried, © precious token 
of my love, my ſpouſe, my Harold !*. She 
pauſed, recovered an appearance of com- 
5 PR and ey the ſcarf in ts obeſe 


[ELWOLF: 12 


4 My fon,” this tellin * Ae 


this memorial of thy parents with care and 
ſecrecy; if years have weakened the 


ferocious paſſions of Guthrum, if reaſon 


has enlightened thy countrymen, and chaced 
from them the deluſions of ſuperſtition, then 
mayeſt thou declare the ſecret of thy birth, 
and this well known texture ſhall give 
credence to thy words. But if the ſell 


paſſions of Guthrum ſtill burn with wonted 
vigour, and ſuperſtition ſtill maintains her 


baleful dominion, take heed how thou de- 
clareſt thyſelf to be the ſon of Harold and 


Gunilda. For then ſhalt thou incur the 
penalty which a miſtaken zeal would have 


inflicted on thy parents; ang. thou wilt 
Vor. 1. 1 = a 


4 eyes with tears. l She looked? at 
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as abhorrent to men, and hateful to the 


Gods. Vet ſhould thy reception be favour- 


able, (and, O may the fond preſage of 


my ſoul be 'accompliſhed!) diſcover nat 


unmoleſted by the machinations of enemies, 
or the ſolicitation of friends. Alas! this 
little vale is my world, and that ſpot which 
contains the aſhes of my Harold, is the 
center of my thoughts. They wander 
not my ſon— they wander not but for thee, 
Return therefore -O, ſtay of my widow- 
ed ſoul! And though fortune ſhould re- 


| fuſe to crown thee with her gifts, bring 
back what heaven and thy parents care 


have given thee, an undaunted ſpirit, aud 
an uncorrupted heart. 


80 ſaying, ſhe preſſed me fervently to 
her boſom, and beſought the ee of 
the Gods upon my head. 


Sitric, with fond affeRion, ſtrained me 
in his arms, . * Wittigild many 
| COIN ; 


poſe; but at that moment 
buckled the falchion of Harold to m/ 
ſide, and put his arrows in my hand, At 


ſight of theſe memorials of valour, and f 
heroiſm, I felt my ſpirit rouſed ;: onew 


fortitude poſſeſſed me, and after ore 


„ 


embracing thoſe I held ſo dear, I entered 


the bark; Wittigild followed my ſteps, antl 
we committed ourſelves — the ma of 
Ws waters. ies r 41 e en 
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N ſeine to ſmile on our enter- | 


prize: our voyage was proſperous and 


ſpeedy. At length we reached the fore 


of Denmark that ſhore which my e. 
had ached to ſee, and my heart bounded 
at approaching. We diſembatked; * 
kiſſed the natal foil' of my fathers; and 


felt my breaſt expand with new and 8 
lüghtful emotions. In fine we loitexet} . 33 
not, but haſted to the reſidence of a 5 

GC 5 monarch. ä 


- 


| av for my ate Mr, heart, . 

within me; I ſhed a flood of tears, Leven 

heſitated whether I ſhould purſue. my pur- 
Wass 
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n lat dc in "which" my 
experienced reaſon ſees nought but 


of pedale and üncouth, Þ then conſi- : 
dered as the perfection of 'magnificenc 
ö * ſaw the ſpoils of ravaged nations, the 


© ; 5 


acquirements of blood and toil laviſhed 


in rude luxury. All was riot and con- 
fuſion; the banquets of revelry were 
ſucceeded by the tumults of war. Noiſy 
feſtivity this moment filled the air with 


burſts of merriment; the next the blood 


of kinſmen and of friends defiled the feſtal 


board: the roofs reſounded with the wail- 


ings of helpleſinels, and the hoarle r roar- 
up aeg 1 | 


920 The wks wy aer in \ which I tak 


been nurtured, rendered me at firſt diſ- 
guſted with theſe wild and licentious man- 
mers. But habitude ſoon reconciled me 


o them, or at the leaſt 1 regarded them 
with indifference, the moſt dangerous ſtate 
into which the mind can fall. _ Wintigild, 


it 40 whom a e of years and ex- 


# 


perience n 
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perience had given viſa; preſerved 


from the ſnares in which my facility. mi 1 67 
ng vigilance, | 


have OW me * uncea 


* * 
and , 14 JC 
1 LOND CO N  EN2 


v Guthrum, and W ee 1 
Oſcitel and Amund, had genen 
pedition to En gland ſome ti je be © 
arrival in Denmark. "RT 
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| Wittigitd (eb had ** 1 


nance with duſky herbs for a more ſure 


concealment) introduced himſelf io he 
King and Fritigern, as à fugitive 


Sweden, who claimed employment for him- 1 


oy and! me er the A a aj 1 
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We were received” with courtely a. | 
favour, and promiſed, chat in the be 
enterprize of Guthrum, we ' thould bear a a 
Ern 0 part. ee en 
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Tbe veteran warriors, 


Cho had been 


cotemporaries of Harold, often traced in 


my features the reſemblance 1 bore to 


that unfortunate chief; yet they traced” 


it without ſuſpicion of the affinity that 
connetted us, and I eluded: diſcovery by 
the cautious deportment in N I _ | 
deen * by en 


# : 
I 
& 


er I now, Wi n 


| teem with danger. A few ſpoke of Harold 
Vith pity and regret, but the multitude. 
deteſted what they falſely imagined his 


regarded as a crime which. called for the 


_ ub6ealing vengeance of the celeſtial powers, 


and the name of Wittigild was never men- 
tioned without horror. Superſtition had 


eyen fabricated 2 a tale, which was univerſal- 
ly, believed, | that in flying from the power 
of. Guthrum, my parents and- their com- 


panions had been precipitated by Odin's. 
hand into the profound abyſs. This tale 


: va 10 me a ſecurity from danger, yet 1 


8 
* 


an 5 


F 1 
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ſecretly tepined at the hard neceſſity which 
obliged me to appear as a fugitive, where 
Nature had f me a title to the moſt 
exaling . 5 


:Gutdinima at a aki, 40 the 1 
2 90 of revenge was not to be deceived. 

The King preſented me to him as the 
| RR of 15 future _ 235 


Fs 
* 4 43 


E ” * * 


He e wits x» tacked 0 and 
rold, my enemy yet lives?” eried he 

aloud. This youth received the light 
in Sweden,” replied Ivar. No,“ retdrn- 
ed Guthrum, fiercely, „he is not of 
Swediſh origin! His veins are filled with 
Daniſh blood - the blood of Harold and 
my enemies yet live to infult me and the 
offended Gods!” The King now ſpoke 
again. What illuſion diſturbs thy ſenſes?!” 
cried he, „“the father of this; youth is 
preſent here, and not as thy diſtem pered 
fancy would conclude. See, he ape 


4. 
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ö lrbbehet let his ſiglt baniſh Nan i 
5 rhat clouds — ee 752 f 7s 


= Rig this diſcourſe = 9 with 

. mingled anger and confuſion. Wiitigild 

was no leſs diſturbed than myſelf, His 

. diſturbance ſprung at once from his: fears 

of diſcovery; and the hatred he bore 
Guthrum and the King, which was as 
lively and as ſtrong as that of the former 

for Harold, for the wrongs of Sax 5 
85 een, 15 e n Wa 


mae ahuthced:: to Gun 1 ou 
- kim: with a look of furious ſcrutiny; yet 
5 his penetration was baffled, and though 
the confuſion of Wittigild was manifeſt, 
he could recall no knowledge of his per- 
ſon. For me, ſcorning the arts of diffimula- 
tion, I maintained a ſtri& ſilence, choofing 
rather to riſque the utmoſt rigour of puniſh- 


ment, than to enſure ſecurity by an r FL 
las rhe NONE. ee ee 
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« ] know thee not,” ' cried Sys with, 
diſcontent ; _ but this ſtripling ig dos . 
leſs the Ton of Harold, and As, ſuch: the; - 
inheritor. of his Sire's baſeyels, 65 the, 
abhorred' of my. ſoul 1 His air, | his fi features, 
his Nature, are, the. ſame. | Peceit, the 
deceit of his Sire, fits i in the form of mild-. 


neſs on his brow ! Yes, i he | is N of, 
Harold. Odin bas diſcoyered (his victim, | 


0 | and demands his immolation ! ! 


edn Ty 2 Th. gh «TOTES? FH 3 [453 905 Th 11 


ws 


1 : 
? IT7819; 36 1 2" 1011 
jak anger dell my tongile, and 1 was. 


about to ſpeak, when Wirtigild, giving 


08 


me a lock, which | implied a command of 
forbearance, replied himſelf to the words 


TTT Anett 
of Guthrum. NTT c 
Ani i 1 1 1 3 301 8 
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* © Weak,” „ ſaid. he, « is the plea by. 
which thou would'ft prove this youth, the | 
ſon of Harold. That chief, as re rt 
afſerts, and probability confirms, has long 
ſince fallen a ſacrifice to the ſeverity. of - 
his fate. Why then, O Prince, would 
ts wih ere, eee rage, nahe the | 


+ * * 

wo... 5 

Gat 5 1 
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* . . 5 
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oth 5 of this dead for a  reſermblance, which 


a 540 be the fon of Harold, ' where Nis he . 
2 led, Who Bas ſuſtained his infancy ? | 
| WEB has formed his mind to virtue, and. a 


bis body to the exertions of valour? Were : 


; he the inhetitor of heaven's s enmity, would 


even favour him with theſe endowments 4 
Weile he the fon. of Harold, vould he 
riſque the fell effuſions of thy rage, which 
ſurvives the grave, and wages war with 
cbttuption ? And why, O Prince, why 
would" ft thou wreſt from me the name of | 
father fo: or an accidental reſemblance; a 
relemblance which perhaps to "thee alone 
is ſtrong? A ſport of nature thou would'ſt 


Ve 


co er into, d; certain proof! !—Not certain, 
but falla acious , are fuch proofs, and un- 


worthy, 1 Is it of Prince Guthrum' 8 fame and 
rank'to ſeek! aids like theſe tc to. bis. reſent- 


19 5 ang e a tender p Parent of his. 


on. i: — 22 1 . 15 


3 ma ctartiined the counte- 


menbes of his auditors, to diſcover the 


effect 
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effect of his ates 1 Guthrum, "far | 
from appearing to have his doubts re- 
moved; maintained an aſpect of gloomy 
. incredulity ; but the King, and the chiefs 
aſſembled round him, ſeemed to entertain. 
contrary. ſentiments : and they appeared 
to wait only my confirmation of the words 
of Wittigild, to 6252 bim all the credence | 
he defired.. | | OP 9M 
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Vel fill 1 pn oke not, for Rill v was e half 
zood hateful to my . Wittigild en- 
couraged me to ſpeak by looks and gel- 
tures, but without” effect, and I N 


"Went and confuled.. 


1 - - 
ST > 5 S 8 


| Nomithlanding 6 this ſaſpicious embar= 
rafſment ,pity for my youth, ledthe aſſembly. 
to hope that I was what, I appeared, and 
hope, by. a quick and natural tranſition, 5 
became- belief. No perſon doubted Now, 
but Güthrum, who, guided by lynx eyed 
hatred, diſcovered, at every new glance, 
rein matter to confirm his ſuſpicions. 
2 G C 8 


132 THE so OF ETHE | orf. 


. finding that even the King thought 
thoſe ſuſpicions injurious, he. ceaſed. to 


avow them, and * fate Bah reſted | in 
Rane 


We 


I 8 But e they were not 1 they 
1 _ appeared hourly to gain farther ſtrength 1 

1 | and, notwithſtanding I ſought to conciliate 
BY his eſteem by every att which was not 
_— derogatory to the memory of my Sire, 
his averſion. to. my fight and converſa- 


5 tion appeared rather. to augment than 
diminiſm. TH 


a - 


Ar a length the fleet \ was in n readineG for f 
b part. I now. gd. that the promiſe. L bad 
made my mother could not be fulfilled, 
for my movements were watched: with ſuch 
folicitude, by the emiſſaries of Guthrum, | 
that I could, not. venture on a. ſtep of ſo 
much magnitude without incurring the 


the idea. of what the muſt. feel, at the dif 


X's 


— 
# . . * 


danger ſhe had warned me to avoid. Yet 


1 appoint- BOY 


3 _—_ 1 my rde mould ive or. 
mented me vithout e 5 


K 


took. himſelf to- revives er. anxiety : | 
which. - purpoſe. we concerted, that at the 
moment of embarkation he ſhould feign 5 

to be ined with A. violent. Alec, which | 


= "IS Kd 


eee inſtead of dance in the N 
tined., enterprize ;. and then, when che 
vigilant eye of Guthrum was, withdrawn, 
it was eaſy to elude the ſuſpicions of thoſe 
who remained. The time of our depar- 


ture came. Our ſtratagem was put in 
execution, and, had the deſired effeſt. 
Witzgild lamented with. apparent Torrow, 8 9 
the diſappointment ; of his, hopes, and colts : 


manded me to ſupport, not; only my own 
character, but bis, . by, the ekt 4 ions of 


valour and good conduct. We took leave | —— 


with e reluQance, andy the mutual 
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pet bur voyage 1 Bad Ueéd hon to 
render a fervice to Guthrum, *w neh In. 
fothe meaſute ſoftened the ufual diſguſt. 
and horror; with biech he e bekeld me. 3 * 
„le. de" as bel bod on ue edge of 
the bark which he commanded, giving. 
ſome directions to the pilot, his foot ſſip- 
ped; he fell, and the Eu e "JO 
rounded 225 „ 
1. was 4 Pegsteb of the Akin alt 
inſtantly planging 1 into the fea, Feombated. 
with the fury of the element, caught his 
garments, and held him above water till. 
we were both taken on bord” the bark. 
The ſudden ſhock he had received pre- 
vented him ſome time from khowing who a 
had been his deliverer; but when he. at- 
tained, this knowledge, vexation appeared. : 
| | | to. 


3, 


His se or brut we EF. 5. 


: 3 „ 

to o üg with gratitude; | vet the wr 
zenerolity of his, ſoul, which could not be 
_ wholly ſubdued' by ferocity, . at length pre⸗ 
vailed: he thanked me, but us thanks. 
were Fragen 4. „ ee 
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We proceedet” on our voyage; we: 
reached. England, and. then were my. eyes 
firſt made acquainted with the devaſtations MN; 
of. cruel. war, and my hands inured: 0 
"mY and W 1 „ 

"Lon 0 Kings, did » we. | ary beneath 
thy valour, and often were our. deſigns. 
ſubverted by thy prudence ; in ſo. much, 
that at length the leaders of our forces, 
began to fear they ſhould. never. be able 
. to attain a permanent ſettlement. in Eng- 
land, which. was the „Prima, vc —— 58 
A : | 
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Aduuated by theſe fears, they. determined} 


to. gain from thee, if poſſible, What had 
. been exated from thy predeceſſors, 


a con- 
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2 contribution of treaſure, which migbt 
eompenſate for the diſappointment of that 
hope they had' ena and no de. 

| N of gratifying. | TOME one 
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A new defeat, which they EN nom 
thy victorious arm, was a ſpur to the im- 
| mediate execution of the ſcheme they had 
formed. An embaſſy was ke to 
thee, and 1 amy gr with the 4 anl. 


— mo- 

Arch ſo 455 renowned for all FRO 
es and endow ments. e e 
19) 59 9! ++ Brin ian, YH. 
te thee, and fbusd that fte ha 
not exaggerated thy perfections. | "That 
greatneſs of ſoul, which diſplayed itſelf; in 


thy looks and actions, attracted all my 5 


acliniration; and. this was encreaſed to the | 
bigheſt eſteem when J heard thy noble 
and magnanimous reply to the requiſition 
of my countrymen. When 1 ſaw thy eyes 
ſparkle vit x indignation—when- 1 1 Her evi | 
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him : didit pony go, aa to the. lea 


of Denmark the reply of Alfred. Give 


them to know that, pufillanimity, is 


ſtranger to his ſoul. That he will neyer, | 


_ exhauſt the property, of bis ſubjects to pur 
chaſe a precarious peace, by ſatisfying ion 
claims. of rapacious invaſion! No to 
heaven, to his own valour, and the af- 
fection of, his n will be truſt x 
h "off et Hin WITS 
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| | Pripes, dete words fagk pb jon my 
ſou 1 regarded thee, who uttered them, 


a8 the firſt of men, and of heroes... Not- 
withſtanding, the hoſtile, blood that flowed | 
in my veins, I. could, not refrain, from. 
ſecretly, wiſhing that. thou mighteſt coun- 
teratt the exertions. of thy foes, and. pre- 


At that 


- ſerve thyſelf. and, thy country 
moment I, ſwore. to myſelf, that I would 
ſoften, if poſſible, the fate of ſuch of thy 


| ſubjefts as ſhould be taken captive by the 


Danes; and, as far as $ my power extended, 
'- 1 Pots 


> I 
89 
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L-performed !, oath with! ſcrup lous e en 
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New ſuccours pouted' to us old Den- 
mark, and the late fears of our leaders 


were at an end. They purſued the advan- | | 


rages th | A 
it was, that a panick terror poſſeſſed thy 


ſubjetts, and made them. cowardly deſert 
fom freedom, and from thee. Our leaders 
enraged at thy firm oppoſition, which had 


ſo long delayed their conqueſts, determined 


tb wake thee feel all the eruehy which, 


labtefs. power and fury could ibflia;. 

 ſhidderet' at their Genen of ven⸗ 
beödee. 'L offered ſu plications to heaven 
for thy ſalety. My prayet was anſwered; ; 


thy prudence eaſed me of apprehenſion, 
and our chiefs, ſtung with ponent, 5 
and encreaſed rage at thy concealment, ; 


offered magnificent rewards to the daring 
band Which ſhould eber beremve ee of 
bfe, or deliver 3 to Feen Ce 


y ir UC] 
i * 2 


2420 1 . | | " Low 


t their' numbers gave them. Ther 


es 


* 


advanced. 


ne time Ae de * 90s 0 
thy palace: they rioted in thy ſpoils, aud 
the ſpoils of thy people ; and they thought 
now of poſſeſſing nothing leſs than the en- 
tire fovereignty of England. N effect 
this they. divided, and in different bodfes 
ſpread themſelves over the kingdom, bring- 
ing terror and defolation whereſvever they 


£% *®* * $ » ; rr * * age 
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lined in the camp of Guthrum 
and Oſcitel, who maintained a numerous 
body of forces in the heart of the country: 

One day a party of our ſoldiers. ſurprized 
2 rich monaſtery of puns, and bore off | 
its wealth and | its. inhabitants to the camp? 

The unhappy virgins were divided bad 
the moſt illuſtrious of our chiefs, and one, 
of ſuperior beauty, Oſcitel reſerved for | 
himſelf. All the horrors of the fate which a 
| ſeemed to await her ftruck this lovely 
maiden. She appeared overwhelmed with 
deſpair ; ſhe called repeatedly for death, 


| and uttered ſuch moving lamentations, that 


the 


| were 1ouched with a a Hmpathti e concern. 
ty or Mille SAGA int ane e 
0 Guthrum | raiſ d. ber * the, earth, 
and aſſured. her, c on a warrior's. faith, that. 
ſhe ſhould ſuffer neither inſult or defile- | 
1 ment; but that Olcitel ſhould alone owe 
her favour to mildneſs, ſolicitation, and 
n 1 116 ti. 


Wk {RA thus, be cufleck Fe virgins 
from amongſt the captives, and gave them 
to her for attendants, commanding that 
the ſhould be treated with all the reſpet 
and obſervance, which the tumults and 


| Wer of the war would allow. 5 1 ; i 1 5 
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" The — 2 maiden proſtrated ber. ö 
ſelf ; at his feet, and poured forth the of. | 
fuſions of her gratitude. in accents that 
vere melody itſelf, When be enquired 
concerning. her birth, ſhe anſwered, with 
£1 Ply bluſh, 1 added new W to 


N 
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her countenahce, that Te Vas ma mean; 


but beſought him to join forbearance of 


that queſtion | to the benefits he had Urcady 
conferred . ber. 8 L 


Such faſcination” was Wiene in The ac- 
cents, that the haughty ſoul of Guthrum 
melted into compliance, and he forbore | 
to tenen her ** — ſolicitation. ” 


/1/weignefſe;chi- bens with unſpeakable 15 
emotion. Never before had I beheld fuch - 


beauty, ſuch nen en n une 
in one ee, 


The glances of hee dark a ſparkling 
eyes ſhot into my ſoul; and I gazed on 


her love- inſpiring countenance with ſuch 


ll 

M4 

a fixed regard, as if each look was the laſt | f "2 
I expected to obtain. : „ i 


From this moment I was totally changed; 
al my wiſhes, all my thoughts, were con- 


” 
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centered in Birtha, for by that appellation [ 
was ſhe known, . Fi 
1 
, $Þ 

5 5 | 
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| ' The defire of pleaſing bor Wha 1 Thong, 
was the ſentiment. which animated all my 


actions, and at length recommended me 


to her notice. She obſerved me with more 
complacency than the reſt of my country- 
men; nay, I ſoon became ſo rooted in 
her favour, that ſhe permitted me to be 
the companion of her retired hours, when, 
with no other auditors than her women | 
and myſelf, ſhe was accuſtomed to pour 
forth the ric ol of her ſoul for the miſeries 
5 her W 


{Obes, illuſtrious Alfred, did ſhe ſpeak 
of thee: often enumerate thy virtues, and 
deplore thy fate with a more than common 
energy of ſorrow. At ſuch moments my 
heart knew the pangs of jealouſy, and 
once, unable to reſtrain myſelf, I ventur- 
ed to hint, that captivity was not the 
greateſt of her ills; but that in lamenting 
her loſt freedom, ſhe lamented alſo the 
geptivation of a 80 lover. 
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than I repented my temerity. Her reply 


baniſhed os diſturbance. b 


* Thou art da mk the an- 
ſwered, (in accents unmixed with reſent- 


ment;) * true, I feel chat affeQion for 


Alfred which the father of his country 


_ deſerves; but in mourning his lofs, I mourn 
not the deſtrudtion of my tendereſt hopes, 
It was impoſſible that Alfred could be my 
lover, or I his miſtreſs; but he. was my 
king, my friend, and my protector. And 


as ſuch, I ſhall continue to bewail him 


without ceſſation or reſtraint.“ 


I now excuſed my temerity, and was 


made happy by an aſſurance that 1 had not 


incurred her reſentment. 


11 While thus 1 l in the delicious 
poiſon of love without ſeeking to coun- 
teract its effects, Guthrum was alarmed 


ht a report, that. the brave Oddune was 
3 3 aan, 5 
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edvancing at the head of a | reſolute body . | 
Cn : we 91 


The idea that hs pirit o of 5 „ Engliſh . 
was entirely broken had gained ſuch 
ground, that this report, though at firſt 
received as certain, was ſoon contemned 
as falſe; and the Danes gave themſelves 
up to the ſupineneſs of fancied ſecurity. 


5 


— 


Oſcitel mean time uſed thoſe endeavours 
which the will of Guthrum had permitted 
to gain the affections of Birtha; but that 
lovely maid was ſtill. inflexible to his ſuit, 
8 and the pleaſure which ſhe appeared to 


1 experience in my converſation, inflamed 
z him with jealous rage. 

E | One day he reproached her with this 
1 partiality; and repreſented me, in terms 
ol much ſcorn, as unworthy to poſſeſs it. 
. He ſpoke of the obſcurity of my birth 

; 6 and fortunes ; aſſerted that ſome attions, 

£ ns which ſhunned the light, muſt have driven 
A E 
1 


me and my Sire, 

dean, rate eQion in ng ans 

in fine, blackened my character by all the 
dark hints and obſcure ſurmiſes Which 
malice could ſuggeſt. | | 


2 And cn A by 115 added, „ 

ing with paſſion as he ſpoke, canft thou 
prefer this low born ſtripling of queſtion- 
able fame to Ofcitel, the ſon of a mighty ; 
monarch Who, by the renown of his 
ations, has added new ſplendor to his 
birth; and who is content to offer to thy | 
acceptance a hand, which the nobleſt 
| Dames of Denmark would rejoice to 


gain!“ ; Wen 1 


EL 


Birtha en him with a diſdainful 
aſpedt. « Thy renown,” eried ſhe, “ has 
originated i in the misfortunes of my bleed- 
Ing country. Thinkeſt thou then that it 
can either engage my eſteem, or attract 
wy affection? And for thy birth, my n 
is not ſo mean, that I * ſeek to hide 
VOL. 1. 1 9 
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£5” rr by an — with O kite 
Pardon me, therefore, if lam not ſtudi- 
ous to acquire the gift thou offereſt n 


or willing to PR it. 5 
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of At theſe words ſhe refuſed to hold any 

75 ; further converle, and 'Oſcitel (ſenſi ble that 

Guthrüm held bis promiſe to prevent force 

facred,” a. method himſelf would haye 

. vimiogly employed) Was obliged, by the 
dread of his brothers "reſentment, to con- 

troul bis own, or at che leaſt to avoid its 


4 
bo , avowal, | 
* i - p ; 
| 1 17 ie 1110 


On my next interview 83 Birtha 1 
1 was ſtruck with aſtoniſhment, and afflided | 
| with ;deſpair at the coldneſs and ſeverity 
1 of her deportment. Unable to bear in 

Pra ſlence the torments which this change in- 
lliched, I threw myſelf at her feet, and : 
| 2 har, to, 0 ih me in what x: had 1 


| . 
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Won by the — df=rhy" tappli- | 
cations, ſhe ſoftened) -a length, +a: . 
an me en a charge of Oſcicel;” 


1 ne 8 EL T1 J00N 74 


Thrown: off my guard, 1 10 } etubbty 
pulled from my boſom the” ſearf With 
which my wither” had intruffed me; ha 
putting it in her hand, exclaimett in a 
voice rendered hoarſe wy the violence of 


pe; i 3 N fe. 15 T5 \ OT 
+ Ir; ley) its 10 is 8 85 
cc Bent this token, to Of ſeitel „ ang alk, if 5 


the ſon of him, who was wont, to Wear: Ms LE. : | | 
is not poly born as himſelf . . 5 


940 of (400 Y 7) 
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i bas + Bolt. 300 
My a e as I poke. Ladvanced | 

towards him, and. at, ebe ſame, moment 
Birtha diſplayed. the ſcarf, and, with an 
air of triumph, repeated the words. Lhad 
uttered i in the tumult and madneſs of. wy 
anger. Innocent maid ſhe knew: not, that 
theſe imprudent words. night ; 99 1 


Ne 
e t Walgugi nigmei gdgig e 
moet | 
\ | . 8 
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1 rank. 


' ſcarf. was, well known, and Oft 


« 3 (301-5 " 0.1 


inſtantly, recollef Red! it. He ſnatched it 


_ eagerly from her hand, and exclaimed in 
an accent of tranſport, © bleſt difcovery ! 
Odin, indicates his offended. laws]! The 
"fon of Harold, is my rival! Maid, 1 thank 
bee for thy intimation, and | fear not that 
r tall» "IO 405 7 Ws lover 8 
The Auen 30 chat ſparkled in 5 eyes, 
ae dir of inſolent triumph with which he 
ruſhed berg, "fled Birtha with anxiety and 
dil Her diſtur 0 L ce was augmented 
looks, for at that moment reaſon 
en. and I felt all the imprudence 
of which I' had been guilty- I thought of * 
my mother. The prämiſes which her 
tender love had "Exalted, were falfified by 


we tumults of outrageous anger. Never 1 


more could T hope to reviſit her, to cheer 
her with the fight of her only remaining 


conſolation. I could not even expect that | 


he might remain nana: of the terrible 
1 8 f 8 | fate 
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fate which muſt put a period to my Un 
_ ence; for Wittigild, che friendiy Wittigild, 
would not fail to ſeek me out; and 1 * 
the additional aggravation to my hort 
of thinking that ſearch muſt render bim 
oy to partake che fatal lot that awaited | 
Thad undone myſelf; I had undone 5 
4 pave and my-friend—at wht 
1 conſidered as dearer to me than light « or 
life, ſhe too would de left a prey te d. 
ae ol the 1 bert : 10 | Ma 4 ke: 


tf W | OE: 
Theſe [hk amine} my Sali 1 90 
vas unable to ſpeak; to anſwer. the lender 
: and anxious. inquiries of Birtha, who r 1e i 
peatedly aſked what terrible myſtery vas 
menen to the inen of ad made. 
” 26 G3, 547. OTORSS DOI NET 47 
While yet ſhe queſtionid; and while yet 
I liſtened without the power! of: re, 
| Guthrum and Oſcitel appeared. 05 p 
1 mer addreſſed me in a firm tone. eine, 91th 


„6 1 „ 


- My falpicions were ow: oe 5 ſaid he, 
and thou art the ſon of Harold. Were 
H k that: 


1 


1596: OO NiOF'ETHELWOLEF., * 


be pm ena the miniſters of Odin - 
Some time fince I'woold: have delivered 
thee their power hut thou haſt ſavedꝰ 
maiſthmmmisent danger, and though he 
lobs08»ldayold was the laſt I could have 
wihed for my? P reſerven yet he was my 
preſetwer Honours therefore, forbids me 
totevenge. en: his; head the i injuries which L- 
were committed! hy- hid, parents. Thou 

art ſafe. youth. Oſcitel is alone maſter aof 
dh. ſecret, and he has promiſed not to 

beer it. Bar tech thee from "tay fight, | 
bor nit bath 1. hot re re gard che fort of Harold „ 
with comp latente 7 alete _ 3 HET we af | 
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The e words reſtored me to new life; 

returned {my icknowledgments; to to him : 
who pltered them, and bade him recollekt, | * 
that ag L was the ſon of Harold, I was” 
alſo the ſon. of Guns, of. ber won: 1 
he loved. 
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„ 
Touch not on that ſubjeR,”,,ſaid the, 


| frownings, conte thee. with h 55 i 
bearance, and ſeek 10 gain.no ar, 


I 


n 53 75 n 
2 8 3 x they, apartment 
abruptly. and motioned, 19 Olcitel, to pur- 
ſue his ſteps, n The countenance of, that, 


Prince manifeſted. him. ill Satisfied with 
the diſcourſe of Guthrum; but he obeyed, 


his motion, and followed him in a moroſe 
and ſullen filence. ; Leſt alone now, with 
Birtha, I diſplayed all the emotions of my 
ſoul; and ſhe, was ſoon; made acquainted. 
with the maſt evetiful; circumſtances of. 
my parents ſtory, and my OWN... The 


communication: drew ſoft, ſorrow from her; 
beauteous eyes. She ſhuddered at the re- 


_ cital of thoſe woes which ſuperſtition had 
_ cauſed, and hade me quit a faith whit 
authorized cruelty and crimes, under the, 
pacipus 1 0 of piety; a 1 Me e 


#5 TEY 


ace, vinue, el dale 
. * 5 101 ee 
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which promiſed ſo much cs 2 
and engaged te 


Fo underſtanding expande 
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« Hef words penetrated my in oy 
1 required her to inftrut me in 


traced the outlines of this 2 ne ; 


2 2 * : 


from time to Hayy 1 vas died; ah 
my benighted 
ſoul was ene by the & emanations of 


| true reaſon, e gl e 


"Phe" chrtiin blech of Tarl 1 Oddune "i 
too ſoon took from me the power of at- 


tending to my fair inſtructreſs; yet, with 


a jealous care, 1 cheriſhed the little I had 


learned; and the gloomy worſhip of Odin 
became 1 1 0 1 15 deceive to gene i 


rope enn, 


9 of . * 
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| Ofcitel ine kn adbunbed' to bier 
Oddune, with the troops under their im- 
mediate command, while Guthrum con- 
ued in the camp ; for the trifling num- 
bers of the Engliſh induced him to believe 
chat no greater force was neceſſary to ſub- 
Mee: > was "> we 


due cop 1 ene Wen | 
who ſought the Engliſh; and we ſoon camel 
to an engagement. I am led to conelu &f 
from ſubſequent events, that Oſeitel; by: 
ſtudied miſeonduct, weer, ale 
it. is certain he exerted: neither val 

prudence in the confli...:; We 
ſequently routed wich great — nd; 45 
ſbrced to ſhelter ourſelves in the camp 


from 3g e fury Shou: purſuers, ers. 615 
II {46 1 AVE 1 1 1 11 2 


The: ſhame that bad atten ed 5 N arms, 


affefted. Guthrum wich the moſt violent- 
tranſports. of- unruly anger; and the. ties 


of affinity were ſcarcely, ſufficient-to pre- 
ſerve. Oſcitel and Adee ee . 


Eager to repair vis, pre. and had W 5 
pened, he deſigned to lead his: forces in- 
perſon againſt Oddane at the earlieſt daun 
of the enſuing morn, and gave what 
directions were ene ee 
ing his purpoſe, Weeztte sls 
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e when 


nh eslihe Tavi 


hel perceived that the ſoldiers, far from 


mähifeſting any ardour for the engage- 
ment) appeared: inclined rather to avoid 


than ſeek the! enemy, and at length, with 
matinon elatiburs, Wann to march under l 


n 


his command. 
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Guthrum üg dab alked 5 they | 


objefted to his leading 


them. 


Oſeitel 


ſtepped forward, and anſwered, '« The, 
- cried he, are ' offended. '— Our 


Gods,“ 


late defeat evinces their indignation.— 


Odin vo longer deigns' to lead his once 


favoured fons'” Guthrum, thou muſt ap- 


peaſe him before theſe warriors take the 


field. 


; © In the ſon of Harold,“ con- 
tinued he, poinling to me, „ behold the 
victim” that Odin claims! 
Harold and Gunilda. is anſwerable for the 
crime of his parents, and his blood muſt 


The ſon of. 


waſh away the defilement with which his 


2 * 
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ſociety has. nifeted us. Then hall we 
go forth to battle, conſcious of Odins 
protection ! Then ſhall we obliterne the 
| READ oh our n as 6 ON © + 
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| The a hbidck chief oy fotned ers tet 
fied their approbation of this” ſpeech by 

claſhing their ſpears, and calling | unani- 

mouſly for ay inſtant immolation. _— 


* > * 
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Bürs 


"The pride, = Le. nth 7 had 85 


the primary. ſource of his enmity 10 my, 
Sire, now actuated him to eſpouſe my, 
5 cauſe. 15 1 was alone, defenceleſs, expoled. 
to. the attacks of my. enemies, —I had ſe layed 
bis lile; be bad promiſed to preſerve 


: mine. —Led, by theſe Seed 
attempted to conquer them hy the ar Val 
perſuaſion: but thoſe arts, unuſual to him 
and mixed with his wonted ernneks, failed 


V2 16643 


to effect what he deſired. On 13 con- 
traty their clamgurs. encreg(ed,.. and; at : 


length, they wenaged, to forge, af com 
H. 6 Pl lance 


. 
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| dreſſed them. as follows. 


. now „ e his kad on. ee 
point of being loſt. A ſudden ought 
ſtruck him; be raiſed. his voice, and ad- 


3 


| * 5 "* 
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« Thou Oſeitel doſt aſſort that this LY 
is anſwerable for the crime of his Le A 


* 4 
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7 this 1 e refuſk] to declare what re- 


treat conceals his parents from the wrath 
of Odin. But, on condition he diſcovers 
them who were the true perpetrators of 


that deed, which incurred the anger of the 


Gods, ye will not. be ſo unjuſt as to make 
him ſuffer for a crime Which he did not 


commit, and by ſo doing allow thoſe who 
deſerve e to eſcape MM 


mt ** 


. 
a 
ö — 


we hw which fy 


"Fl armin, and I. ſpoke i ih Apes. 


Harold.“ .cried I 1 -*cantl we 


longer. Cold is the grave in which: bo 
lies, and green the turf that covers him! 
But Gunilda yet lives, and never ſhall the 
lips of her ſon utter what would betray her 
to the power of barbarity. No—barm-. 
leſs, and undiſturbed may the current of 
her life glide on till that moment in which 1 
the author of Nature ſhall think fit to re- 
join her to her ſpouſe !—Calm be her de- 
parture May no rumour of Wittigild's 
fate ruffle her tranquillity! And now, Q 
gloomy Odin, be glutted with my tor- 
ments. O Deity, if, indeed, thou haſt a 
being e of e or venera- 


en . 
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my ſoul raiſed to the power of extraodi- 
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\ Bl ae n. « Lead the .blaſphemer' 
to inftant death!” cried Ofcitel aloud ; 
and at the ſame moment ſome men 

advanced to bine | 
Harold animated my ſoul: I drew my | 
falchion, and exclaimed, No, I will not 
tamely yield my breath to the claims of 

4 Hor rid fuperſtition !—If de ach awaits e 5 
I will not you alone als # DoD 4.79; 


1 3 $ 1 17 3 3 1 7. 6 
; / c Nen 1 21 1111 1 . IMs 4 
15 
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15 "Ofc 3 e and felt the, 
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effects of my deſpair. 1 wounded him 3 10 


the band, and Was going to repeat the, 
blow, when 1 was ſeized, | Peha and dil 
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My fabs/n now Atte, inevh6ble; 5 ads 

| though/1 will not pretend that T'beheld? 
the end of exiſtehce approach without ſome: 
pangs; yet my indignation againſt Oſcitel, 
he, who had ſo baſely betrayed me, he, 
; who now exulted openly. a at my deftruflinny ; 
. „  —_ 


mèe. The ſpirit of 


Oſcitel cancelled in his mind the | debt 


| ſhuddered. 


vu som or ruf 
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Guthrum no longer attempted to p pre- 
4 
vent my immolation. The reſpite he had 


obtained for me could be prolonged. no 


more, as 1 had refuſed the alternative be 
offered ; and the wound * had given 


i? . 8 one CT 
grade he owed me. | 45 
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; ; bo 4065 cath he 4, gh 
T was orne e from the. camp to a Vale 


f encircled with. woods. I. ſaw the horric 


1 +" 443i 4345 
preparations. * and 85 e 
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115 G. 55 W 
The cochanted i was 4 oven, 


a temporary altar, which they. had in haſte; 


erected. The ſcalds advanced. They 
fung the praiſes of Odin; they celebrated) 
his power, and the unerring force of his 


decrees. . Then changing, their voiceg to) 
notes boarle and diſſonant, they uttered, 


horrid: imprecations againſt my parents, 


45.18 OF; ETHELWOLF:- 
7 dad myſelf: MR urning to the figure of 
\ the Jetty Raven,. which Kilful; art had 
interwoven in the ſtandard; called on him. 
as the 1 of Odin to- atteſt their 


. » „ EY P 


Wilke yet they MPR? cir — | 
the rites were ſuddenly interrupted; 4 A, | 
large band of armed men: burſt' from the; 
woods, and affailed'my enemies with fi ury... 
They proved to be the followers of Od: | 
dune; and their chief bimſelf. commanded? 
them, The ſuperſtitious dread, which the 
3 ceremonies bad inſpired, added to: 
the ſuddenneſs of the attack, took. from: | 
the Danes all powers of rational reſiſtance. 
Wild · rout and diſorder enſoed; a few off | 
che chiefs attempted to reſtore order; and. 
infuſe courage; but their efforts were vain... 
The multitude perceived” no ſafety but in 
ſpeedy flight, and with one accord, they. 
betook themſelves to the camp; whither: 
Oddune did not think fit to purſue them, 
- hereby was ſenſible of the aner of his 


forces: 


: . * : * Z 1 — Y a ; 
1 ©: 4 . 11 > „ 
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1 e W e 
bonds; and the Engliſh, impelled by — 
ligious zeal, quickly deſtroyed the altar, 
and eraſed every a of 2 n which) 
W had ercQed, 2 Att i 


This! was but the Gold of h . 


ments: their prudent chief then led mem 


from the vale to en ne covert t of the” 
woods, | 5 Key 4 AT ABI? 1 THER 51055 


1 L 1 5 N * 
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 Oddune;, Aa anxious to | 
motive had induced the Danes to uicker” 4 
their countryman, was prevented by the 

exigencies of the time from menge more 

than a few outlines of my ſtory. I 8 
though ſcanty, were ſufficient io excite: * 
ſympathy, and intereſt his 


He defired me to forget that Cee 
had given me birth; to look on his county 


as my own, and to become 2 Chriſtian. 


2 3 oy $oh 
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heart, 1 had ſuffered too nuth e = 
berbareus worſhip of blindneſs. and ſuper- 
ſtition do feeb ami pretiletion! for its cauſe . 
inſtamly, tlierefofe, di did I. aſſaut to his! 


offered kjndack, and: expreſa the gratitude... 3 
with which my ſoul was filed. avi qi 


Ae now wol his 8 ds 
retreat [from the woods, Which could no 
langer affonc concealment wand · ordered 
ſome perſons, in whom he could confide, 
to diſperſe themſelves amongſt the diſpirit- 
_ ed; Engliſh, awaken their,;cqurage, and in- 
vite! them to his aſſiſtane . Some leſs; 
pufillammous than ſhe reſtijoined him wath!; 
ſpeed” and ſecrecy; butiitheſe were few, + 
and thkir affiftance' could afford bim no 
hepe of conqueſt. He, therefore, deter- 
mined to return to His on earldom, which 
hisiabſeace hatl left uhdefended) yet not 
till he had ſought With care uhere thou. 
wert ſecreted. By he cexertion of ſpeed, 
ow | activity, 
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| aids and difeipline, |chei-avoided-ithe. 
purſuit of Guthrùm, and at length gained) 
that ſpot Which, ar'tine e cottage of Edwin, 
he. deſeribed to thee/i!! Aſter | beſtowing! 
ſome additiohs td ifs natural ſecurity;s hel 
quitted it: in orde A in fearch;7 
taking ona tex. folſo wers. and myſelf, 
diſguiſed in this habit / to büar him com 
pany. Thou art already acquainted, illuſ- 
trious Prince, with! what een 
interview-with _ d mod on. b52ubow 


Hitz Twi oo» þ Dun ale 19 * Mas 8 15 


Toſs wy ceaſed to ſpeak at Ga 
words, and Alfred, irongly affetted by 
the events bt” his"tory; became Kitt; more 
inclined to ſerve him that before,” N 
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„ 55 3 442 v4 C32 fe 45 1 1 2 W 94 


These ey events : furniſhed fulficient matter, 
for converſatior during the remainder r of, 
their j Journey, which i in two days more was 


concluded by their e at the ee 
their, deſtination. 
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ed their 


* of joy. 


chief with: many —— rat 


Allred ſtill deſired io be — and 


this was with facility effeQed, as amongſt 
the adherents of the Earl of Devon there 
vas not one who had a certain knowledge 


ol his perſon. A few had ſeen bim tran- 


ſitorily, but they had only ſeen him on a2 


throne, and his preſent diſguiſe effectually | 


acealed him from thoſe. . He was: in- 
troduced to them by Oddune as a chief 
of illuſtrious birth, and the Earl deſirech 5 


them to reſpest him equally with himſelf... 


s | 0 command more would have been to- 


incur ſuſpicion of his real rank. Alfred 


had inſtructed Oddune in this. deportment $: 
untainted with that weak pride which de- 
baſes the dignity it would preſerve, he 
regretted not the deprivation of à frivolous. | 
gratification; which could neither be pro. þ 
duQtive of any advantage to His cauſe, or 


adminiſter any real conſolation to his 


heart. — That heart, noble and. liberal, 
RE no idea of ſelf. 
The : 


The mildries/ of Rnijland, 4 hs wiſh : 
to alleviate thoſe: ,miſeries, engroſſed it | 


wholly. Vet was it not ane to tender 


emotions; once had it felt them Www - 


the deprivation of its peace. But a de- 
cacy unexampled had then ſuppreſſed zem, 


and new the cares of Aa father and a King 


nearly finiſhed the co pnqueſt 7 tht ona 
Had ys TH * 


1 . f "2 


"Aired" evlininid M pd ar: His | 
| preſent aſylum, and determined to render 
it yet more ſecure. * The plans he formed 


be diſdained not to aſſiſt in executing. 3 


Oddune beheld a new ſpektacle, and the 
ſight penetrated his heart. He beheld the 

firſt of men performing the offices of the 
meaneft, He faw him who had been nur- 
tured in the ſoſineſs and delicacy of 'a 
court; engage with alacrity and cheerful- 


neſs in the moſt toilſome and laborious in 


exertions. 60 virtue,” ſaid he to him- 
ſelf, '© how {wee and how alluring art 
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s & 


thou in theory; but how: noble, how * 
Fefting,! . een in Pe Fog 
SEITE SIX? 'O OR” 11 25 n Yr «oo 
ts N pet more ſenGb] 7 affeQted, 
3 he ſought to render himſelf worthy of 
Alfred's ſociety, by imitating the example 5 
he admired. While working by the ſide 
of Alfred all other ideas were abſent from 
his mind; but, in the moments when his 
body Was at reſt, when no emplbyment 
required his attention, and no labour 
a called him from himſelf, the emotions of 
bis ſoul. vere acute, lifting, and un- 
reſtrained. WE IG 


7 
TY 
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+; Meant time the ange were car- 


he +234 + LO 


n 


i 


denemirsied 1 new alylum Ethelingey, 
or the Ille of Nobles. It was indeed the 
reſidence of genuine ne bleneſs it being 
the 1 IT eſidence of Alfred. tis aj An 
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9 ] 11 Sunk: mT BL: aut. ic . 
pr URING the. progreſs. of. the works 


Nance during the winter, at the 1 


of which, the ſtrength. of * the pl ace hay 
fully ſecured, | The time of aft att ign, 


arrived. He led forth bis lice, bands, — 
by well: concerted and vigorous allies, d dif- : 


415 'T 


fuſed, conſternation amongſt the. Danes, 


who felt the terror of bis arm, yet were 


iet from Mues the blow Proceeded, 


#4 + & 


2 1 165 | LES, 


* eng * KV; vet take 
place; he knew not whether. bi is people 


were willing, to ſhake off the yoke, that 


1 himſelEs to, them was fil ha 


Hrn 


dous. 1512868 


£3; 


_ the King had frequently detached. 
ſmall parties of the followers of. Oddune | 
to forage for their common ſupport, and 


theſe excurſions provided for their ſuſte- 


_ oppreſſed. them, and therefore to Hiſcquer | 


K* Plir | . Oddune 
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too, | the brave and Faithfut 


# Feen was compelled to haſten to his 


own eſtates, which were menaced with the 
_ devaſtations of the foe. - He had learned 
that Hubba, the Dane, hovered near the 
of Devon with his fleet, after having 


 hately made Wales the ſcene of blood 
f and carnage. 


3 
6 


Not a moment was to be 13 1 he . 


leave of the King and Ethelbert, and fate 


'of through unfrequented paths, known 


"0 only to himſelf, attended by a few fol- 
lovers. The greater part ſtill continued 
under the command of Alfred, to when 
'the Fark at © OT theſe words. 


ous, or I will return no more Should 


the preſage of my ſoul be accompliſhed, 


a, "IN ſucceſs will be a ſignal for thine,— -* 


Guard, O Alfred, guard weltan Gitence, 
on which the lafety and happineſs of a 


THE" SON or ETHELWOLE. + 


riſqueſt that exiſtence, that thou FP. 
alſo the welfare of England * 5 


Alfred, won by this affection, promiſed i 
he would keep cloſe in his retreat, and 
commit no further hoſtilities till he re- 
ceived intelligence of the fortune of his 
friend, and Oddune departed well TMs 

with this aſſurance, 


| Many | days paſſed before any intelli- 

gence arrived, and during that interval of _ 

leiſure, Alfred inſtrutted the young Ethel- " 

bert in all the virtues which ſhould dignify | 

and elevate the human race above the Þ| 

brutal. He delineated the beauty: of 8 | 
goodneſs, he painted the deformity of | | 

vice, and his auditor, affected by the well | 

drawn picture, wondered at the blindneſs | | 
| and folly of man, who ſhuns and flies the _ f 
: former, and courts its . hideous contraſt =_ 
"wa eagerneſs and afſiduity. | 


„ This depravity ſurprizes thee,” 110 


Alfred, „but know that I have 1 
1 1. EY I 


vice 1 
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vice as ſhe really 1 is, not as ſhe appears to 
her deluded votaries. Goading infamy, 


_ deſpair, and unavailing remorſe, her con- 


ſtant attendants, ſhe conceals from human 


view. Covered with the robe of pleaſure, 


dealing forth the blandiſhments of delight, 


he allures, and ſhe is ſought - after; the > 


promiſes bliſs, and ſhe attracts her unwary 


prey into the toils. Soon her borrowed 


beauty diſappears, and ſhe ſtands diſplayed 


in all her native hideouſneſs. Her victim 


ſtruggles to get free, but it is too late ;- 


her meſhes have entangled him. —His ſoul ' 


is difpirited, his body enervated; and 


vainly thinking conqueſt unattainable, he 


conſiders ſubmiſſion as preſerable to con- 
flict. The enchantreſs preſents the cup of 


Intoxication: the oblivious poiſon glides 


into his veins. It infuſes falſe images into 


his imagination; ; and what at firſt filled 


him with regret, and inſpired him with 
diſguſt, is now followed and embraced. 
At N all ae vaniſh, and ſad 

N 
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bim into the depths off 
W ſhame and pra — 


reality plunge es 
never 0 


How Mifforent, an how bleſt is the lot 
of the virtuous man Ae concenters not 
all his enjoy menis in himſelf, therefore are 
his enjoyments independent of any per- 
ſonal misfortune. He endures pain, he 
embraces toll, without conſidering them as 
evils, if he can render them conducive to 
the tranquillity of his fellow creatures. 
He feels the pure, the delightful con- 
viction that he has ated well, and the 
benefits he has been able to confer are 
to him inexhauſtible ſoutces of heartfelt 
felicity. | e 2 


He looks back on the 3 10 Pr 


nothing to regret. He looks forward to 
the future, and a juſt hope leads bim to 
the view of bliſs nee and eren 5 


At cheſe words Ethelbert, impelled b 
ſudden admiration, exclaimed, * thou, O 


1 1 | King, 


1 
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King, thou art the character thou haſt 
deſcribed Thou art the virtuous man, 
and it is the conſciouſneſs of that which 
exalts thee above all partial evils! 
« No, my dear Ethelbert,” replied the 
King, © I am not this perfect character. 
Much remains to be done before I can 
attain it. Yet is it the ultimate _ of 
my wiſhes; and ſhould the moment come 
when my heart can aſſure me I deſerve 
this ardency of praiſe, then ſhall not a 
falſe modeſty induce me to diſclaim it. 
But, Ethelbert, there are times when ſelf 
intrudes ;—when I loſe the remembrance 
of my people's misfortunes, in the con- 
templation of my own. When I conſider, 
that though born to the moſt exalted rank 
amongſt men, the inheritor of wealth, 
dignity, and power, I am forced to be- 
come a fugitive in-my paternal dominions ; 
to elude diſcovery with the vigilance of a 
nightly plunderer, and to depend even for 
exiſtence on the benevolence of thoſe 
whom 


E 
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whom 1 I have been accuſtomed to com- 5 
mand. 


True, I ſoon bluſh within myſelf for 
| harbouring thoughts ſo unworthy, and 
quickly diſcard them for thoſe of a more 
liberal nature. Yet. then a dearer, and 
more tender intereſt occurs. I lament the 
reſtraint which I have impoſed upon my- 
ſelf. I condemn the delicacy which led 
me to avoid the firſt bleſſing of my life, 
and I ſigh, with anguiſh ſigh, to recall the 
moments which can never return. In this 
account of my ſenſations thou mayeſt ſee 
the inſufficiency of human wiſdom, My 
deſcription will teach thee that virtue it- 
ſelf, however alluring to thoſe who have 
attained its proſpect, requires many ſtrug- 
gles, much mental toil and pain, before 
its ſummit can be reached. Vet it be- 
hoves us to make theſe ſtruggles, and at- 
tempt to conquer this pain, for bright 1s 
the reward that attends good actions, and 
ſweet the conſciouſneſs of rectitude, which 
„ muſt 


1 
1 
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muſt at length poſſeſs us, however impeded 
for a time, by the obſtacles wich fe If con- 


riqually obtrudes 1 in our way.“ 


. Sal replied Ethelbert, « ſtil} I fee, 
and I feel, that thou art the firſt of man- 
kind, and thy words cannot deprive me 
of an opinion which thy actions prove ta 
be well founded. But pardon me, 0 
royal Alfred, thou didſt ſpeak of a tender 


Were beds thou too a Birthe 1 


He pauſed; and a bluſh of ingenuous 
confuſion 1 ee his countenance. 


ce Ranifh thy emberealſinam,” aid PUN 
King, taking his hand. © I ſee that af. 
feQion, not an indiſcreet curioſity impelled 
thy inquiry. But my young friend I can- 
not yet reſolve it. When I can think of 
paſt ſcenes without regret; when I can 
ceaſe to regard thein with emotion, and 


learn to deſcribe them with the indiffer- 


ence of a evmmon narrator, then ſhalt. 
thou 
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thou be ſatisfied. But now to ſpeak, would 
recall all- I wiſh to forget; would bring 
back ſoſt and deluding images, and create 
a new ſtrugs gle between virtue and in- 
juſticg. | 


Ethelbert lamented he had ſpoken, and 
inwardly prayed for the reſtoration of 
peace to that boſom which deſerved to poſ- 
(ela 1 it ſuperior to all others. 


RE. Alfred . the diſcourſe, willing to 
ſtop the ſelf accuſation of his young friend. 
He ſpoke on a ſubje& which forcibly at- 
tracted the attention of Ethelbert from the 
: preceding. . The- pleaſures of knowledge, 
the delights of literature, became his theme ; 
and Ethelbert, to whom theſe pleaſures 
were unknown, conceived them even 
greater than reality. He eagerly deſired 
to caſt off the fetters with which i ignorance 
had bound his underſtanding; to experi- 
ence the charms of mental reſinement, and 
to add new aſſiſtance to his reaſoning 
14 faculties, 
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faculties, by peruſing t the wiſdom of ancient 
times, 


Alfred, ever affiduous in the offices of 
benevolence, cultivated this generous ar- 
dour, and employed the paſſing hours in 
inſtructing him in the rudiments of educa- 


tion. His-cares were repayed by the 


docility and intelligence of his pupil, who 
laboured, without ceaſing, to render him- 


elf worthy of ſo illuſtrious a preceptor. : 


Their ſtudies were at length interrupted. 


by a meſſenger from Earl Oddune. A 


letter from that noble informed the King, 
that he had thrown himſelf into the Caſtle 


of Kinwith, and was beſieged by Hubba, 
the Dane. The concluſion of the letter 
expreſſed his concern for the captivity of 
Ethelſwitha, (daughter to a diſtant kinſman 
of the King) who had been torn from a 
monaſtery where ſhe had taken refuge, 


and was now a priſoner in the 1885 of 


Guthrum, N 


On 


* 
0 1 


* 
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On reading this part,' Alfred betrayed 
an agitation which Ethelbert had never 


before obſerved in his deportment. Again 


he read. Overpowered by the violence 
of his emotions, the guard of prudence 


deſerted his lips, and he exclaimed— 


« Fthelſwitha! lovely and beloved 
Ethelſwitha! art thou a captive, and Al- 
fred unable to deliver thee? But why 


unable? — No, I. will myſelf pierce into 


the midſt of thy pre IN will reſcue 
thee, or die!” 


— 


® And my ſword ſhall j join thine!” cried 
Ethelbert, inflamed with the enthyiaſor 


of friendſhip, 9 | 


His words recalled Alfred to relle 


and prudence. He became calm by de- 


grees, diſmiſſed the meſſenger, and then 
retired for a moment to take counſel of his | 
own thoughts. 


8 ¶ ˙iö 


4 % 
8 1 1 


1133 THE SON OF ETHELWOLF. 
After continuing ſome time alone, he 

ſought Ethelbert. He approached him 

ſmiling and compoſed: © Thou haſt ſeen,” 


ſaid he; © that the mind which ſeemed 


to thee beſt fortified with wiſdom, has 


moments of weakneſs, when the ſudden 
ſallies of paſſion overpower reaſon, and 


baniſh circumſpection. It is, however, the 
duty of him who would act with propriety, 
and ſteadineſs, not to palliate his faults, 
but ſeek to correct them. — Be this the taſk 
of Alfred. 


And now, my friend, I will tell thee of 


the reſolution, which a few moments given 


to my better reaſon have enabled me to 
conceive, I conſidered the conſequences 
that muſt a were I to execute my raſh 
declaration. My own deſtruftion was in- 


evitable; but that idea gave me no pain ; 
on the contrary, I thought, with a kind of 
melancholy pleaſure, that the ſame mo- 


dent which preſented me to the eyes of 


Ethellwitha a breathleſs corſe, would alſo 
3 witneſs 


* 
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_ witneſs the extent and ſtrength- of a love, 


which had been ever ſtudiouſly concealed 
from her who inſpired it. Scarce had 1 
indulged this idea, when England, bleed- 
ing England, ſeized: my imagination. I 


faw my people deprived of every reſource. 


I ſaw them given up to the inſolence and 


the cruelty of mercileſs: ravagers. IL ſaw 


virgin innocence: become a prey to the 


wantonneſs of inſult. Fancy even pou red 
the cries of the oppreſſed upon my ear. 


I ſhuddered. 'Fhe-guilt of deſerting that 
important poſt: which the Almighty: has 
aſſigned me, appeared in all its deformity, 


and all its horror. Love yielded to the 


paternal duties of a monarch, and I deter- 


mined to make no raſh; attempt, Whiceh 
failing. would plunge my ſubjeſts into 
irremediable miſery, but wait the fair 


occalion when aſſault might be followed 


by victory; — that fair occaſion which 


heaven will, I truſt, ann 


In this determination, my dear, Ethel- 
ben. * now fixed beyond the power 
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of change. ' But I will no longer ſuffer 
thee to feel the ſuſpenſe which I am ſen- 
ſible thou doſt experience; for the wounds 
of my ſoul are opened afreſh, and ſince 
concealment can no longer anſwer the 


purpoſe for which I firſt deſigned it, I will 


gratify thy curioſity by a recital of thoſe 


events, whoſe remembrance hath long de- 


prived my ſoul of peace, however cheer- 
Ful and ſerene my countenance.” ; 


Ethelbert, under a ſuppoſition that this 


recital would renew his diſcompoſure, diſ- 


claimed all curioſity, and attempted to diſ- 
ſuade him from his purpoſe. 


Alfred penetrated his thoughts, and this 
diſintereſted forbearance touched him moſt 
88 


* No, friendly youth,” cried he, 1 
will not be prevented. I have already 
told thee, and truly told thee, that con- 
cealment can no longer repreſs the acute- | 


neſs 
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neſs of my feelings. Why, therefore, f 
ſhould it deprive thee of a gratification, 
when to me it produces no benefit? Ceaſe 
therefore to diſſuade * and ſpeak not, 

but attend.” I Ol 


Ethelbert reverently bent his head. He 
maintained a reſpectful e and i 
King n. 


« While yet my Sire lived,” faid he, 
« ] became acquainted with the charms 
of Ethelſwitha. The firſt day that gave 
her to my ſight, was on my return from my 
ſecond voyage to Rome, whither I had 
gone by the command of Ethelwolf, and 
where the ſupreme paſtor of the church 
had conferred on me the royal unction. 
My mother-in-law, Judith, bad, ſinee the 
firſt moment of her nuptials with my Sire, 
teſtified a partiality for me, little inferior - 
to maternal affection. She came forth 
to welcome my return, and Ethelſwitha, 
then in the fiſt bloom of infancy, follow- 

ä ed 
FL | 
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ed in her train. I was myſelf a boy, and 
I then conſidered her as no more than a 
| lovely child, whom the affinity that bound 


us, and her various graces, called on me 
to careſs and fondle. Notwithſtanding 
the laviſh affection which Ethelwolf be- 


ſtowed upon me, the little delight he him- - 


felf took in purſuits of literature prevented 
him from cultivating my mind. But my 
mother-in-law well ſupplied that defect. 


The recital of Saxon poems was to her a 


principal ſource of entertainment, and ſhe 
generally courted my ſociety when engaged 
in theſe amuſements, with a view to in- 
ſpire me with a paſſion for mental improve- 
ment. Her cares were anſwered, I ap- 


plied myſelf with eagerneſs: to the: ſtudy of 


my own language, and by degrees, un- 
fatisfied with that attainment, lought for 
more. 


Sad e (ie wer e e hos 
elination and induſtry accompliſh?) a 
knowledge of the languages of heroiſm, 


genius, 


„ 
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writers of ancient e £4 Nie; 1 


found true glory defined, and nearly in 


every page exemplified. My whole heart, 
all the faculties of my mind were changed. 
1 lamented the barbariſm of my country- 


men, and determined, ſhould heaven ever 
call me to the throne of my fathers, to 


diſpel the miſt of ignorance throughout 
my dominions. Ethelſwitha, who reſided 


with the Queen, became the partner of my 


ſtudies, and the confidant of my projetts, 
Each revolving year added new charms to 
her perſon, and new powers to her under- 
ſtanding. She regarded me with the 
tenderneſs of a ſiſter, and I felt for her 


even more than the fondeſt brother could 


experience. | 

Thus all our younger days; Halcyon | 
days of innocence and tranquillity. The 
death of Ethelwolf transformed all our 
ſerenity into mourning. I obtained his 


dying benediction: received the laſt ſounds 


that 
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that quivered on his lips; and my heart 
in grief for him, loſt every foreign idea. 
But at length my affliction abated. I ſaw 


Ethelſwitha again. Once more I took 


pleaſure in my former purſuits, and in 
her ſociety. This calm was of ſhort 


continuance. 


Ethelbald and Ethelbert, the two eldeſt 


ſons of my Sire, ſucceeded him in a joint 


partition of the kingdom. The heart of 
Ethelbald was corrupted. The pride of 


birth, and the conſciouſneſs of power, 
bad ſet him, in his own opinion, above the 


obſervation of thoſe forms and duties which 
preſerve peace and good order amongſt 
mankind. He dared to entertain a licen- 
tious paſſion for the widow of his Sire, 


and, unawed by any conſideration of re- 


ligion or virtue, openly demanded her 
hand. Judith repulſed his ſuit with a juſt 


indignation. Her refuſal, and the re- 
| irene with which ſhe loaded him, far 


from bringing him to a a ſenſe of his crime, 
inflamed 
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inflamed him with a tyrannical rage. He 
confined her in the palace; admitted no 


he confided, and menaced, that if ſhe ſtil! 


continued averſe to his wiſhes, her im- 


priſonment ſhould be perpetual. 


The unhappy Judith wept without ceal- 
ing. I was a witneſs of her tears; and 
often did I wiſh for the ſtrength of man- 


hood to combat in her cauſe: but theſe 


| wiſhes were vain and impotent. Heaven, 
| however, ſent her a deliverer in the per- 
ſon of Swithun; biſhop of Wincheſter. 
He repreſented to Ethelbald, in ſoul-pierc- 
ing language, the heinouſneſs of the crime 
he was about to commit; and at length 


fo ſtrongly moved him, that he releaſed 


Judith from her captivity, and permitted 
her to repair to the court of his brother 
Ethelbert, where ſhe. night hogs for more 
ſecurity. 


A 


The young Ethelſwitha was ſtill * 
companion, and I alſo followed her by 
the 
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5 the permiſſion of Ethelbald. His death, 

which ſoon after came to paſs, ſecured 
her from further moleſtation. My ſecond 
brother ſucceeded to the dominion of all 
England, and we paſſed in his court hve: 
years of peace and bappinels, 1 
He died. —Again we were expoſed to 
the 1hafts of misfortune. His ſucceſſor, 
Ethered, had never been a favouyite to 
my Sire, or to Judith. He regarded the 
latter as an enemy, and gave her to under - 
ſtand, that her refidence in the e 
eee . 


Judith; apprehenfive of fore new in- 
ſult, determined to reviſit France, and to 
take with her an infant daughter, the only 
fruit of her union with Ethelwolf. She 
haſtened her departure, and Ethelſwitha, 
who loved her with a filial fondneſs, ac- 
companied ber N. the .permittion of her 


Are. 5 
Separation 
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Separation from perſons ſo dear to me, 
was a ſtroke which required all my forti- 

tude to ſupport. At that moment I knew 
not which was moſt afflicting, the loſs of 
Judith, or of Ethelſwitha. I would have 
followed them, but the intereſt of Eng- 
land detained me; and ſoon the encreaſ- 
ing ravages of the Danes left me no leifurs F 
for een regret, | 


At that time Oddune became the friend 
of my heart. The valorous deeds he at- 
chieved in an engagement, where 1 alſo 
was preſent, won my admiration, and on 
a nearer intimacy, his virtues attracted my 
eſteem. A ſimilarity of taſte and inclina- 
tion cemented our union till cloſer ; true 
friendſhip informed our breaſts, and the 
vain diſtinttions of rank were forgotten! 
In all moments of leiſure we were com- 
panions in ſtudy: in times, when aQtion 
called us forth, we - fought fide by 
lde. N ee 
My MF Mean 
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Mean time England became a ſcene of 


terror, tumult, and blood. The north 
unceaſingly poured forth new enemies. 


If a reſpite intervened, it was quickly 


| ſhortened: in the moment of unguarded 


ſecurity, deſtruttion, death, and deſola- 
tion, overwhelmed us. If we fought in 
one part of the kingdom, if we conquered, 
ſudden the flames of war illumined ano- 
ther. This ſcourge defeated the arts of 
policy, and rendered abortive the cares of 


| prudence. The movements of the Dahes 
reſembled thoſe meteors, which, when all 
nature is ſerene, ſhoot along the vaulted 
expanſe; the celerity of whoſe courſe 


eludes obſervation, and mocks diſcern- 


ment, 


Aldi having made themſelves maſters of 
York, the Danes quitted the ſea coaſt, 


and penetrated into Mercia. Ethered and 


I led an army againſt them; we: defeated 


them at Nottingham, and obliged them 


to retreat into N orthumberland. Satisfied 
with 


* 
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With this ſucceſs, Ethered imprudently dif. | 


banded his army, and we returned into 
Weſſex, where I found Ethelſwitha, who 
had endured ſome viciſſitudes of fortune 


ſince her departure from England. She 


had ſhared the captivity of Judith, who, 
in her paſſage to France, had been ſeized 


and detained priſoner by Baldwin, Foreſter 


of Flanders. The attrattions of my 


mother-in-law inſpired him with the moſt 


ardent love. He ſought' and won her 
affections. The court of France uſed re- 
monſtrances and force to deliver her from 
his power but equally without effect. 


Wearied at length with efforts ſo un- 


availing, the Sire of Judith conſented to 


her nuptials with the Foreſter; and Ethelſ- 
witha had no ſooner witneſſed the reſtored 


eaſe and ſecurity of her patroneſs, than 


ſhe determined to return to her country, 
and her friends. This event was haſtened 
by a misfortune which affected her moſt 


ae The ſtroke of death, terrible 


and 
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and unexpected, bereaved her of her 
friend—and bathed in tears, immerſed in 
ſorrow, and incapable of conſolation, ** 


| reviſited England. Fey 


— 


The W e of, Hint ——_ + 
me to experience a mingled. joy and ſor- 
row. I haſtened to the palace of Morcar, 
her Sire. I ſought Ethelſwitha with an 
intent to ſhare, with her the ſad conſola- 


tion of mourning our mutual loſs. 


She appeared; I advanced to ſalute her 


as became our ancient familiarity. But, 


great heaven! how were all my ſenſes 
confounded ; what unuſual feelings agitated 


my frame, when ſhe burſt upon me all 


grace, beauty, and intelligence.!—I know 


not, what of aſtoniſhment, of awe, of 
admiration, aſſailed me; but, though my 


heart was warm on my lips, I addreſſed 
her with an air of conſtraint, of diſtant 
and cool reſpett, which falſified * 
feelings. | 

Ethelſw :tha's | 
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Ethelſwitha's depo! 


raſſment of a Wenner: and my ANIM: { 


At Hiowth. I end ta ee 


ly to ſpeak of Judith, and the ſenſibility 
which ſhe diſplayed on this ſubject riveted 
my chains. Vet ſtill the dignity which 


ſhone around her inſpired me with. awe. 
I preſumed not to avow the admiration a 


with which my ſoul was filled, and we 


parted with all the formality” of ney 4 


ag 


EF; 


This ieee eve me too ſtrong a 


conviction that I was no longer maſter 


of my heart, or of my thoughts: at all 


moments the idea of Ethelſwitha would 
intrude, and ſo ſweet was the B 
that I ſought not to repreſs it. 


; ment appeared equal- 
ly. conſtrained with -mine.—But her's was 7 
not the effect of confuſion: the indiffe- 
rence of her heart was manifeſted by her : 
countenance, --and the grief which this 
conviction gave me, added to the embar- 
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I I deſcribed the beauties of this charm- 

1 ing maid to Oddune, in ſuch animated 

19 "if ; expreſſions; that he became inflamed with 

"i curioſity to ſee her. In an evil moment 
yet, no- hy ſhould 1 regret having con- | 
tributed to their happineſs !—Fate itſelf _ 
had deſtined them for each other, and 1 

- ought not, conſiſtent with virtue, honour, 
or fortitude, repine that the bleſſing vas 
not reſerved for n EE oe 


In FU next viſit which I made her, 
Oddune bore me company. I introduced 
him to her in ſuch terms as his worth 
deſerved, and my affection dilated. 


Far different from the reception the 
had given me, -was that with which ſhe 
favoured the Earl of Devon. She ſpoke. 
to him with eaſe, cheerfulneſs, and affabi- 
lity : appeared delighted with his conver- 
ſation, and happy in his ſociety, 


When 


vw, 


© 
> 
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When 8 the m * of departure came, 
me deſired Sy in a tone full of ſweet 
neſs, to repeat his viſit when his. leiſure + 


would allow. She turned to me, bluſhed, 
and, with an air of viſible reluctance and 
conſtraint, "Wietudes: me in the Inver 
tidal e win on eee waa 


; l 

My kia was be 5 1 i its 
feelings from appearing. When we quit- 
ted her, Oddune ſpoke highly and warmly - 
in her praiſe. Unjuſt as I was, I could 


not, as I ought, congratulate him on the 


ſhare he ſeemed to hold in her eſteem. 


True, I attempted to do ſo- but my con- 
gratulations were not uttered. in the voice 


of friendſhip, but of coldneſs d in- 


difference. 55 


He perceived my emotions; generous 


friend! he perceived, and ſought to re- 5 


lieve them, He led from the ſubject we 
were on to another, with ſo little an ap- 
pearance of deſign, that it might have 

Vor. 1 deceived 


* 


Tents; 
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deceived any Uiſvernment: but d that ol. a 

ite! e no 6 of Echelfiitha; Ha 
1 too well knew -ſhe/ could not be forgot 
ten; and the aſſumed indifference of his 
en ſerved no other purpoſe than 


to turn my anger againſt myſelf, for having 


an bin t to ſo 88 a teſt of e. 
& 3. 
vet ſtil could I not ow Ethelſvitha. 
The day in which I ſaw her not ſeemed 
an age to my impatient love. Odduhe 


ever accompanied me; doubtleſs follow- 
ing the generous impulſe of his ſoul, which 


would, if poſſible, baniſh from me every 
ſhadow of ſuſpicion, for each moment did 
his pretended indifference to Ethelſwitha 


| . to enereaſe. 


115 this ſtate were our lon has freſh 


4 ends of the Danes took from us all 
ſelfiſh conſiderations.— They had quitted 
their retreat in Northumberland; had laid 


1 Faſt 
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ami Anglia: waſte; ith fire and word, 
and cruelly murdered Edmund, the gover- 


nor of that country, who had ſurrendered 


| pere to + their dee on LY d 2 


1 6 . * * 
x = 7 Y 
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Tele barbarous acts Gee for a prompt 
revenge. Ethered haſtened to muſter his 
forces; but the Mercians, who had before 

betrayed a wiſh to ſhake off their de- 
pendence, refuſed to join. him. He was 


forced, therefore, to truſt ſolely to the 


faith and bravery of the men o of e 


* "I 
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his e ſubjects. 
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* 


1 3 him i in this expedition, nt 


Oddune was my companion. The. urgency 
of the time would not afford me leiſure 0 
ſee Ethelſwitha before my departure. 135 


But conceiving it unjuſt to deny Oddune 


5 a gratification, which no neceſſity prevent 
ed him from W Ne L 


4 


2 5 . 


— 
% 
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to bear FEW, my parting remembrance 
and his own. n $ 


eee forced him to go than 1 
repented of my importunity. Thou ſceſt 
youth, I conceal not from thee the little- 
neſſes of ſentiment which diſturbed me. 
I bluſh now for having felt them, yet ſtill 
at ſome moments will they intrude. 
| ' Oddune returned. By a generous: arti- 
ice of friendſhip be would have perſuaded 
me that Ethelſwitha was overwhelmed with 
affliction for my departure, and apprehen- 
ſion for the dangers I was going to incur, 
He ſpoke of her tears. Alas! I knew 
they fell from another ſource. But I had 
no time for reflexion ; our forces were in 


. order for marching, and we haſtened to 
ſeek the Danes. 


We met, and put them to flight. They 
took refuge in their garrifſen, whither we 
p 1 determined to force them out 


if 
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if ipollble; las unexpected ſally threw 
our forces, harraſſed with long fatigue and 
toil, into confuſion: our utmoſt efforts 
could not rally them, and we were obliged 
to Taiſe the fiege with conſiderable loſs. 

But a battle, which we ſoon after fought, 
reſtored 'us to our former advantages, 
though the commencement of the action 
threatened us with every misfortune, _ 


W had imprudently advanced, with one 

diviſion of the army, into a ſituation diſ- 
advantageous to the movements of my 
forces, —The Danes perceived my error, 
and ſurrounded me,—1 ſent to Ethered 
for ſpeedy aſſiſtance. My meſſenger found 
bim at his devotions, and repreſented in 
urgent terms the dangers which menaced 
me and my companions. But bis re- 
preſentation had no effect. Ethered, 
whoſe piety was ſuperior to all other con- 
ſiderations, refuſed to advance till the 


holy duties in which he was then engaged | 
were concluded. 


y 
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At that moment was the ſincerity of 
Oddune's friendſhip manifeſted in its true 
colours. — He was preſent in attendance 


on the King, and, ſtarting from his kneel- 
ing poſture, . his 1 8 


— 


0 Alfred, Py PET he, is the beloved 


of heaven! Shall we deſert him ?—My 


friends—ye, who are ſolicitous to gain 
the favour of Providence, follow me. 


Ye ſhall beſt inſure it ain the Ps. 
of Alfred!“ | 


4 


A fmall nunthkle 46704 his voice,— 
Heedleſs of the diſpleaſure of the King; 
heedleſs of the danger he was going to 
encounter, he led this little band to my 
aſſiſtance. He pierced through the Danes 


vith a force at once irreſiſtable and aſtoniſh- 


ing, and gained the ſpot where my brave. 


followers and I maintained an obſtinate 5 
and bloody conflict. 8 | 


Then 


"THE SON: OF; ETHBLWOLF.. 99. 
7Phen; did his arm enatt prodigies of 


Wee. which nearly verified. the deeds: 
| aſcribed to the heroes of fabulous anti- 
quity. Animated by his example by 
what I owed to my country and myſelf, 
L was rouſed to new exertion; and ve 
kept our enemies at _ till the forces of 
Ethered came up. N hunter wy bam 


— 


* E 
k >. $$ 


This inſured us victory: we routed the 


enemy with great ſlaughter, prevented 


them from gaining their garriſon by mak - 
ing ourſelves maſters of it, and obliged 


them to fly before us into a more diſtant i 


country. 

The King now heſitat e 
purſue them or return to Weſſex, and the 
time which ſhould ad given to 
aRion.! was ben in vain d iberation. 3 


85 


Mean t time Odin 8 RD _ 


diſpleaſure of Ethered, and a conſciouſ. 
__ neſs that this misfortune had originated 
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fem afieAion ls: me, pained my ſoul 
beyond the power of deſeription. I thought 
too of his love for Ethelſwitha: of his 
generous forbearance to declare it either 
to herſelf or me. My heart ſmote me. 


I vas the only obſtacle to his being happy, 


for reaſon, obſervation, every thing com- 
bined to perſuade me that his paſſion was 
delurned. 

155 8 all theſe, my wavering 
heart ſtill: doubted. Perhaps,” faid I, 
„ that which I have taken for coldneſs 
and indifferenee was aſſumed by modeſty, 
to conceal too tender ſenſations.” This 
idea, though wild and improbable, was 


ſo flattering to my Imagination, that I 
could not relinquiſh It, | 


1 reſulved to continue no longer in 


ſuſpenſe. ce I will learn,” ſaid I, © from 


the lips of Ethelſwitha, whether ſhe loves 
my friend or ——” I ſtopped.— Could I 
reſolve to make Oddune miſerable, by 

* 


„ 


THR SON. OF ETHELWOLF. 2 
depriving him of the object of his _— 
even * ſhe loved me? 


1 oak pil no Jevicnialanithongy ; yet I 


thought, were I once acquainted with the 


true ſtate of her inclinations, 1 ſhould 


. ̃ . , DO Gm | 


Reſolved to acquire this knowledge, and 


liſtening only to the impatience of paſſion, 
I quitted the camp without acquainting 


Oddune or the King, and made the beſt 


of my way to Weſſex. I repaired to the 
palace of Morcar, and commanded the 


domeſtics not to announce my entrance, 


willing to fee the effects of ren on "wu 
heart of Etbelſwitha. | 


Ww ell i with the apartments 


allotted for her reſidence, I approached” 
them in violent agitation, and had already 
gained the door of an inner chamber, 
when her voice, faluting my ears, Pro | 


vented me from proceeding. 


. 1 heard 


, : d 
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1 heard my own name, and that of 
Oddune, pronounced. I remained im- 
moveable: it was the moment to * 
. Pn to 50 en _ 


e Unebed. She Sebi to ak 10 
ſome confidant, whoſe accents reached me 
OT 


- © Beautiful Ethelſwitha,” cried the lat - 
ter, © why wilt thou affliet thyſelf with 
conjettures ſuch as theſe? Is it not more 
than probable that he loves thee? Do not- 
his looks, his words, his Wen n 
It moſt Oey * e 
« Alas!” replied Ethelfwitha, 5 tone 
which thrilled my ſoul) “ alas! I have 
obſerved his looks, and L ſee in them no 
marks of tenderneſs. Nor ever have his 
words given me proof of that to which 
thou would'ſt perſuade me. Ob, no! 
he loves: not Ethelſwitha ; too ſure he 
does not Ü- Once — 1 en my ſelf 
be : but 


— 


but that moment of deluſion (it was but 
moment) quickly fled. Has he not ed 
ſeemed anxious to inſpire me with a paſſion 


for his friend? Why elſe thek 
encom iums—that eager ſolicitude to raiſe 
him in my eſteem ?—Eftcem—O, yes 1 
give him that; it is what his virtues claim, 

and 1 cannot withhold. But, alas! how 


different are my ſenſations when I think 


of him who conſiders me unworthy of his 


love. Elfrida I bluſh for myſelf, —1 
bluſh ay thou haſt witneſſed this er en 


neſs—1 will 456 0 or fene e lit. 


1 1 . „ > FL: f 2 ! k 


At theſe me the aum 480 Y 


3ghs burſt Tos her ene e J. 


5 
1 


ce Sul Air, Tb Wes wrong e 


7 * 
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| Elfrida. 0 True, Oddune is— 
I could bert no ne —1 ruſhed froh 
the door, and from the palace. This 
was the certainty. I had fought; - Oh 
heaven, how its arrival overwlielan > me! 
| "Ix. 6, TRIAL 


N OF E HELWOLF. 2903 


unceaſing 
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My fate was decided. « It 1 if all over 
then, I cried, © and I hare only to ſub - 
mit. — Ves, Oddune, Ethelſwitha ſhall be 
thine! The unb⸗ ppy Alfred ſhall ee 
| rente the e of n n . 
Is, pany to * camp 3 ag 1 as 1 DT 
had quitted it. My abſence had furniſhed 
matter for ſurprize and conjecture. I pre- 
ſerved an jinviolable filence on the, cauſe 2 
even to Oddune, who, perceiving me op- 
preſſed with an unuſual dejection, was led 
by the ſolicitude of friendſhip to develope 
its ſource. The eagerneſs of his inquiries 
could not ſtagger my reſolution; for from 
him beyond all others it was neceſſary to 
conceal what had paſſed, if I meant his 
Hopping, as 55h PR Echelſwitha, 712 


— 


I well We che „ of his foul, 
His conduct to Ethelſwitha had plainly 
manifeſted of what refinement of ſentiment 


he was capable. And ſhould I take advan- 
tage of that refinement 5 


1 had 


ot wa at: to heli 4 3 * 
have committed ſuch an offence to friend 
ſhip, as to demand the hand of Ethelſwitha, 
her Site 1d have accorded it. But 


that ſpiritleſs, that half formed union, could» 


not content my hopes, had I even been 
_ unintereſted for Oddune. The dearer ties, 
the nobler affeQtions, were wanting, and 


without them moſt .comfortleſs; had been 


my ſtate. By relinquiſhing Ethelſwirha, 
to whom my purſuit would have given 


nothing but miſery, I inſured her happi-- 


neſs, and that of Oddune. Could I then 
think of obtaining a felicity at beſt im- 


g perfett for myſelf, at the price of render- 


ing for ever wretched, two perſons to my 
ſoul ſo juſtly dear? No, my ſpirit, re- 


volted from the thought. Nor was tbe 
victory over ſelf long deferred; and the 
conſciouſneſs that I was obeying the voice 


of virtue, inſpired me at times with a 


pleaſure more exquiſite and more pure 
than what the utmoſt gratifieation of MF: 


love e bave given me. 


The 


— — en, 


The conflict in my e lively: 


_ finiſhed, when the Danes, ever reſtleſs for 


war and plunder, committed new and 
horrid .devaſtations, while their numbers 


vere n oy" reinforced " freſh derne 


2 .* 5 
# x 6 8 1 _ 


* i 44 


We ih: . enemy; j we. gave ies 
Vattle, and defeated them. But vain and 


' tranſitory} were our viftories:: when we 


imagined we had cruſhed. this many head- 


ed Hydra, it ſprung up with redoubled 


vigour from the blow, and mocked our 
efforts. I vill ſpare thy ſenfibility a re- 
cital of the dreadful ſcenes I have witnef-/ 
ed; where no variety comes in to diverſify 
the tale, but all is black, terrible, and 
ſull of horror. —Suffice it to tell thee, that 


Ethered received, in one fatal engage-/ 


ment, a wound, which was ee | 

1 Ne — reach 1 cure. TEE i — 

5 Bitte , | 

a moment that overwhelmed . 
me with affliction and anxiety. Added to 
the natural ſorrow I felt for the” impending 
loſs 


| 
I 
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with which I was about to be intruſted 
Great and aveful, even in times of Lernen 
and peace! . 


_ 
. & woe 


To watch over a whole people with the 
unceaſing ſolicitude of a tender parent; 


to be attentive to their wants, to ſupply 
their neceſſities. To ſearch into, and 
deſtroy the ſubtle ſnares which fraud, op- 


cent and helpleſs. To deter vice by puniſa- 
ment, and to encourage virtue by reward. To 


draw forth ſuffering merit from obſeurity: to- 
deſpoil titled wickednefs of its uſurped 
ſplendor; to temper the rigour of juſtice! 
with the e of clemency ; and evẽ,N 

to 
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los f d biötkef, Whom T'16ved” moſt = 
_ tenderly, the Piepen of A throne (that 
proſpeQ to others To delightful) was by me | 
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to keep in remembrance that a monarch: 
is to rule, not to ofpreſs; to require 
| reaſonable obedience, not laviſh ſubmiſ- 
ſion; to know that in the affection, not 
the terrors of his ſubjects he is to ſeek for 
ſecurity: never to forget the claims which 
heaven and nature have given them upon 
him; and, in fine, at that aweful hour 

when he is called to give an account of 
his charge at the Eternal Tribunal; to be 
able at that hour to ſay, „I have done 
juſtice I have loved mercy I have con- 
tributed to the happineſs of millions!“ 


Theſe were the common duties of a 
King; and theſe, the diſtreſſes and difficul- 
ties of my ſituation, gave me but ſmall. 
hope of the certainty of fulfilling. A cruel 
war raged through the kingdom I was to 

ſway. My people, terror-ſtruck, diſheart- 
ened, taking no counſel but of their fears, 
thoſe deceitful and faithleſs monitors . — 
: Ae then, dear Ethelbert, if T had not 


-realon - 


* 


the . of , 18 


While 1 conteiplated ibe cares chat 
awaited me, my ſoul was overwhelmed 
with anxiety; but as the human mind is 
ever moſt eager to indulge thoſe thoughts, 
however wild or vain, which conduce to 


its relief from uneaſy ſenſations, I en- 


couraged even againſt probability a hope 
that Ethered might recover. I encouraged / 
it to the moment of its final diſappoint- 
ment, for he expired in my arms, while 
1 N en he would live. 


1 mourned bim with an ' olifighed and 
| pungent ſorrow. He was the laſt of my 


brothers, and the moſt beloved. Some 
faults were mingled with his virtues; but 


who is perfet? He was brave; he was 
generous ; and, where paſſion warped not 


; his reaſon Nom its wonted bias, he was 
juſt —Three brothers I had ſeen bo! ne to 
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reaſowa lament, rather _—_ to exult, a an 


; RE | : b- ; : 5 2 
4 n f ; 1 4 7 


4 K 
thi CO Ethered was the moſt lament-, 


ON o ETI. 0 


ed. —Alas, wy brother 1:3 e 15/47 


1A tear, gliftened f in ah eye of Alfred. 
He r 8. a ee. 8 Teo. 
and, $753 a6 e EI 1177 oo 


0 The common 5 ws diſtreſs, 


that of indulging affliction unreſtrained, 


was denied to me. I was forced from the 


yet warm, though lifeleſs body of Ethered,- 


to anſwer the acclamations of the people, | 
who hailed me as their King and their | 
Proteftor.” e eder f 


\ 


5 Sacred _ important uues — indy 


vowed to fulfil their duties to the utmoſt 


extent of that power with which heaven 


ſhould endow me. But the duties of peace 


were not yet mine to pradtice; it was 


neceſſary, that I ſhould firſt rid my king- 


dom of the ſcourge which threatened to 


lay it walte, before I attempted to frame 
any regulations for i its internal policy. 


Scarce 


— 


uE so OF: ETHRLWOLF:: Ny 
Starte had I. oofntnitted dhe eorſe WE 


Ethered to the grave, ben L was ſum- 


moned to the field by the encreaſing 


ravages of the Danes, I marched againſt: 


them with a few troops, the ſuddenneſs of; 


the occaſion taking from me the: OP of 


levying a more numerous fotces f en 


4 „ 


"Os. ever faithful and N | 


accompanied me. The onſet was favour- 
able to our hopes; we obliged the Danes 
to quit their ſtation, and fly before us. 
But the heedleſſneſs of youth conquered. 
prudence, I raſhly, followed victory too 
far, and loſt it by the eagerneſs of my 


purſuit. 7 Superiority of numbers prevail... 
ed _ us, and our enemies won the | 


held. 


| They 1 3 felt a 33 fo con- 
1 that 1 for the future, 1 5 15 


# i 


© 
FEES 


retreat. | 2 


Though | 
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often before diſplayed, gave me ſufficient 
cauſe to doubt their performance of this 


dy; which they had ſo 


agreement, yet the neceſſity of my ſitua- 


tion would not ſuffer me to heſitate in my 


compliance; and they were accordingly 
conducted to London, where I permitted 
them to remain till the arrival of ſpring, 


the time appointed for their Oe e from 
England. N 1 
1 returned to my palace, and ſought to 
provide for future ſecurity. But this was 
a work which required much time and 
leifure to accompliſh ; yet I defpaired not, 
and my efforts were e ee 
to this objekt. ee 


4 » 


During the ſhort interval of net 1 


enjoyed, the daughter of Judith and of 


Ethelwolf came to claim my protection. 
Flanders no longer afforded her a deſirable 


refuge. 11 welcomed her with ſincerity 


and joy:  Deprived | of Ethered by an 
| untimely 


* 
187 * 
LS 3 
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untimely death—relinquiſhing EthelFiitha 
by my own choice, T had nothing to re- 


lieve the ſolitarineſs of my heart but the 


friendſhip of Oddune; and though in 


truth that in itſelf was a high conſolation, 
yet the tender and natural ties of affinity 


were ſofter, and more congenial to my 


ſoul. I found that Judith poſſeſſed all the 


accompliſhments which the ſupetior poliſh 
of the court ſhe had been bred: in could 


confer. Her manners were ſweet and gen- 


tle, and her mind well formed; but an 


evil aroſe from her return which 1 n | 


not e : 35 717 


'Ethelfwitha had been eftranged 7 
my eyes ſince the time I had determined 
to conquer her empire over my heart. 1 
could no longer avoid her. Judith ſought 


ber ſociety with eagerneſs, and I was com- 


pelled to ſee her oftener than was benefi- 


cial to my peace. pag 33 


To be in her —— hear her 
i enchanting ** the * of melody 5 


and 
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anil / itefine ment was too ſeducing to bear 
Vich eyen an A ee, Font eee. My 

| emotions were nôt to be concealed, and 

I determined to put myſelf beyond the 
reach of temptation to do wrong by 

We one A. effort of fortitude and 


. £ mf. : 
4 ; A _ \ % #% 7 ) ; * „ 1 5 
1. U E 5 5 1 b 0 — b 4 & 4:7 4 . 


One re Lean 1d | Oddunic with me to 
the apartment of Ethelſwitha. Earl Mor- 
car and my ſiſter were preſent. I addreſſed 
the former. Bchold,“ ſaid I, pointing 
to the Earl of Devon, «© behold him who 
Is alone worthy of thy alliance. By giv- 
ing thy daughter to this ſpouſe, thou wilt 
ſecure her happineſs and thy own, and 
receive the thanks and acknowledgments 
of thy ſovereign.” FR 

1 glanced my eye. towards Ethelfwitha 

"as T ſpoke. I ſaw her apparently over- 
whelmed with the deepeſt confuſion ; but 
I knew'it was-the confuſion of joy, and I 

haſtily tin fearful of hearing the 
gratitude | 


ru so or ETHEL) 7OLF. 415 


titnde. expreſied; which mij words ball 


„ 


N words which tore my heart while 


I uttered them, and gratitude which could ; 
give me nought at chat moment but the 
deen anguilh ! i Wor 4 ie ret (1 
e 1 111 1 111 TIM 4, 1200 303 £351 I? 453% 
I badi ſatisfied the claims Adee 
of friendſhip: I had now to reſtore my 
own heart to the tranquillity it had Joſt. 
I owed this to the welfare of my e 
their intereſt required that I ſhould no 
longer abandon myſelf to the influence &f 8 
fruitleſs ſorrow and unavailing regret. 
Millions depended on me for happineſs or 
miſery, and ſhould I think a moment of 
partial evil? I bluſhed at my own. weak- ; 
neſs; I determined to ſubdue it, and in 
the attempt found half the victory. 


What do T ſay? Fe EA Ethelbert I only 
thought I had found it. Thou wert a 
witneſs of my reviving weakneſs, ö 
flame lay dormant, but it was not extin- 
glked, Again 1 4 ſeek for conqueſt 

9 . over 
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cover my own ' ſenſations, and at ler gh, 
e . ſucceſs may crown' Foo efforts. | 


11 Wos FO eee hi too onpaſind 
to find him all joy and rapture, but I 
perceived no other expreſſion in his coun- 
tenance than that of calm indifference; I 
aſſumed a voice of cheerful compoſure, 
and | felicitated him on his approaching. 
: happineſs. © 1 deſire not the; love of 
women, ſaid he, in a tone more abrupt 
and rough than was natural to him, « the 
oils of the camp ate better ſuited to Od- 
dune than the delights of the palace, and 
" warlike exerciſes Has domeſtic endear- | 
ments.“ 8 


— 


1. 


cc Thou art indifferent men to Ethelſ- 


witha!” cried I. with involuntary tranſ- 
port. We are mutually indifferent,” he 


replied, and we have mutually agreed | 
to ſeparate our fates.” 


- X # 2 


* Can this be poſſible 1 Lhelalivea. 
. O, 4 "reſumed Oddune, 
cc no 


. 


\ 
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* n0 longer doubt. —Cwaſt ava all vain 
ſfurmiſes. I love not Ethelſwitha - but 
thou —he pauſed . My maſter m 
friend, reſolve to * Ne n . 
art t ſo * We 


7 2 


As theſe 2 he ths i flaſhed « at once 
upon me. I ſaw the generous deſign of 
Oddune, and my grateful heart determined 
to emulate his in nobleneſs. 
look of the utmoſt ſurprize; ridicule 
on the depth of his penetration,- and at- 
tempted to perſuade him that I was free 
from that paſſion he ſuſpeſted. | He a- 
fected to believe me, but ſtill infiſting on 
his own indifference gave me conviction 
that his credulity was feigned. In this 
ſtate, eager to maintain falſe appearances, 
we both continued without either having 


the power of deception. I applied myſelf 

more aſfliduouſly than ever to affairs of 
| ſtate; Oddune aſſiſted me with his coun- = 
ſels, and ſoon the name of. — 


ceaſed to paſs our lips. © 
VOL, 1. * 


# 


* 


* 


5 


* 
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4 | he 8. WP, 1 chad 
= weben quiet in tha winter | quarters 7 3 
had allottedmhem, wich. tbeirquiual.neglis; 
Ei gence of all engagements, howeven ſabred, 
broke that which they had formed with; 
. me, and laid waſte the ama ſurround- 
| | ngrhoncanss!! Ooty | S603 cnn (71.97 2111 245 
10 1 ot 1019392 $01 Helis 15 266 ae ; 
= | Burrhed; who had married: my fiſter, 
and WhO governed Mercia under the title 
of King, engaged them to remove from: 
his territories hy preſenting them with 
large ſumsl of money, and entęrtainedeſthe 
vain hope of having ſatisfied their avidity. 
They removed accordingly, but to a place 
| which they bad already reduced to de ſola- 
95 tion. : Meeting, therefore, nothing there 
1 to gratify their propenſity: to rapine, they 
med to Mercia, and again overwhelm- 
0 ed. at with new calamities. . 


bed pee to + arch Rticbd) ik | 
liſtened to his fears, and timorouſſy aban - 
en the poſt mme. to his Nee 
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quitted bis un! wha and fled to Rome, | 
wu: a to A Ang RR; 8 42 


£ $4 ox 4 
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This Gap bc ada: PAP: of "TD 
and ſuperſtitious minds; has been too often 
the. reſource of abjett royalty. It is eaſier 
to ſupplicate the favour of heaven, than to 
merit it by acting well; but vain are the 
ſupplications of icllene la and uſeleſs that 


piety which acts not wh —_— as _ 
| itſelf. a i”, wen 4) : bd 


— 


Scarce had I taken arms to aſſiſt the 
Mercians, when Guthrum, Oſcitel, and 
Amund, arrived with a new ſwarm of in- 
vaders. Thou art acquainted wich what 
has ſince paſſed; thou knoweſt what re- 
verſes of fortune have attended me, and 
that after fighting eight battles in the ſpace 
of one year, I have been at length reduced 
to quit my throne, to caſt away my dignity, 
and to deſcend from power and a crown 
to ſervitude and obſcurity, Before my 
concealment I provided, as I then thought, 

E2 45 
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for the ſecurity of my ſiſter and Ethelf. 
witha. But thy barbarous countrymen 
invade the retreats of peace, innocence, | 
and holineſs: nothing is ſacred from their 
depredations. Perhaps the moment of re- 
tribution is at hand.—O, may it arrive !— 
Yet, even at that moment, be thou my 
ſoul collected, compaſſionate, and humane; 
remember that thy enemies are men, and 
_ that victory and cruelty ſhould never be 
united.“ . 


Alfred ceaſed, and Ethelbert perceiving 


be had ended his relation, thought it 
neceſſary to ſpeak, though harraſſed at 


that moment by feelings of deep diſtreſs 


and perplexity; yet, concealing them to 
the beſt of his power, he addreſſed the 


King. © O, royal inſtructor, he cried, ' 
« enamoured of thy virtues—touched as 


1 am by. thy ſufferings, I cannot—no, 


never can I expreſs ail that my heart is 
filled with towards thee! Yet, though I 


admire, I _— I applaud thee, I feel, 


2 | alas! 
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alas! I feel too forcibly that to imitate - 
zhy. conduct would be to me impoſſible !” 


At theſe words an air of deep dejeQtion 
clouded his countenance :/ he ſighed, and 
finding his emotions too firong for longer 


reſtraint, | retired from 08 preſence of the 
5 King. 


Alfred wondered for a moment at the 
melancholy of his deportmEnt, and the 
abruptneſs of his departure; but, aſter 
muſing for ſome time, imagined he had 
developed the cauſe, and haſtened to ſeek 
him out, in order to diſcover whether his 
conjeQures were juſtly founded. | 


| Ethelbert bluſhed on ſeeing bim ap- 


proach, and attempted to aſſume an aſpect 


of compoſure. The King advanced, and 
took his hand. Why didſt thou fly 
me?” ſaid he, in a tone of kindneſs 
„ What occaſioned the ſudden dezettion 


% : 
— g i 5 Co 


wy THE SON OF PPHELWGLP. IN 
that ſeized this ? and why wert thou a- 


verſe to declare thy N to thy true 


| friend? i I 


3 , 

: „ : \ Fs 5 
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} « 0. condeſcending Prince 1” ed . 
debe much affected, „ how unworthy 


am I of this goodneſs. Yet will 1 once | 
more aſpire to merit it by revealing my 


ſentiments without diſguiſe. Ves, from 
this moment, I ſpurn all mean conceal- 
ment! I will tell thee what 1 have 


 thought—that Ethelſwitha loves thee, and 


thee alone. And that Birtha and Ethel 
witha are the ſame.” 5 


* Be bel, er wot 99 enten 


Alfred, * let not ſo vain a thought diſturb 


thee. Too well 1 know that Ethelſwitha _ 
loves only Oddune ; and fince Birtha gave 


thee hopes of her favour, ſhe cannot be 


Ethelſwitha. But ſay, dear Ethelbert, what 


n haſt thou for W thus 22 


9 N 


1 N « What 
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He What . exclai 


« alas l moſt powerſul count 5 | 
can anſwer. the deſcription thou gaveſt of 


the, Augnter of. Morcar, but 8 
There are not two fo beautiful ade 100, 
that her captivity agrees with that of Ethelſ- 

witha ; and already have I told thee, that 


the lips of Birtha were laviſh in thy praiſe. 


Canſt thou then entertain a doubt that 


| aufe loved, "0 fond, loyed MF» 
On 761 82 T3HA 'viu2 W ver” 
Theſe gh n 5 li tuly with 
Al. To tell him that Birtha was laviſh 


in his praiſe, was to him a full conviftien 


that ſhe was net the miſtreſs of His heart 
for ſo. firmly was he perſuaded. that Od- 
dune alone poſſeſſed her, affettiops, that 


ber own avowal to the contrary, would 5 


ſcarcely have proved ſufficient to make 
him relinquiſh the opinion. He ſought to 
comfort the ſon of Harold by giying him 


the ſame thoughts, and that youth, full of 
or theſe condeſcending,icares, 


gratitude 
n to find them probable, that his 


WIA „ © © "ofh DENTISTS: 


ae 
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benefator's wiſhes for his e age 
not remain unanſwered. 


e he, were Gate feelings when 
the meſſenger of Oddune arrived. His 
looks promiſed favourable tidings, nor did 


the letter he carried contradiet them. It 


W ee _ words. 


ec Heath wy: Joyful greeting to the 
princely Alfred. Heaven has ſmiled upon 
the endeavours of his faithful ſubjeRs. 
Kinwith is no longer beſieged. —Oddune 
poſſeſſes the ſtandard of the raven,— 


Hubba has fallen beneath his arm; and 
the Danes, overwhelmed with conſterna- 
tion, have abandoned Devonſhire. The 
honoured friend of the royal Alfred now 
awaits his further cn ᷣͤh wo 


2 My hopes were not das fallatious,” 


cried Alfred, on finiſhing the peruſal of 
this letter. He Ore? and raiſed bis hands 
to heaven, 


% Alm jay 
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„ Almighty Being,” he exclaimed, © if 
it be thy will to beſtow good fortune on 
me, let not the leſſons of adverſity be. 
forgotten in the fullneſs of prin 
Still let me, in providing for the future, 
recollect the paſt. And ſhould vain glory 
poſſeſs my ſpirit, ſhould pride acquire 
_ dominion in my heart, then let me recall 
che cottage of Dunwolf, and regain 
_ __ bumilizy” „ 


He aroſe; commanded the meſſengen 
to wait ſome hours, and during that timmm 
retired and revolved the meaſures ny 
for his future conduQ. 


ho deliberation was conchethd „ 
he had determined how to act, the-meſ. 

- ſenger was condufted to his preſence, and 
received further inſtructions for the Earl 
of Devon. This. done, he took the fon 

of Harold aſide. © My dear Ethelbert,” 
mid he, I am going to quit thee: for ſome 
_ days 


Ton 


x Y 4 : % 
ſ \ Ef 


IN * of teure 


ruſt our 


850 fig bens, tl ky return. ; 


ny And why, 0 wh Alfred, 77 Wähl 
a ybuth, in a tone Gf rr 15 why 


7 of | thee?” | 


1 Will elne he cuſs og Weed 


4 Alva, © for T confide in thy difcretion— 


% I have directed Oddune, he contitued, f 


+ © to diſpatch ſecret emiſfaries amongſt my 
„ people in order to ſound their ſentiments, 
5 and try whether they prefer a brave reſiſt- 


ance to ſupi ne ſubmiſſion. Thoſe who 2 
are found faithful, . reſolute, and valiant, 


they are to inform that their King yet lives, 
and lives only to deliver them, or periſh 
in the attempt. If, as my hopes predikt, 


this intimation arouſes them to the accom- . 
pliſhment of generous thoughts, the emif- 
ſaries of Oddune are to invite them to 
join his arms. And 1 have diretted him 
to meet me with what forces he can aſ- 
ſemble at the foreſt of Selwood on an 
| appointed 


; ts öf the Danes are he aa 


T - the bac er lr baun army 
- ior yoo acned: ts . (io us 
A th6Rt Important knowledge) perſonal e 
erience ean onty« teach. BGH in me, 
ar Ethfelbert, the obſet ver. Ves, I have 
determined to enter the bamp of the 
Danes, and to witnefs, with. my cwn eyes, 
Ats weak nes and des renzin. 6799031. 2004 * 
92; T9393 03 bovioer 1 2yat. 210t9 1593 Das 
Wd "WH" thodt ell dentefilhe Dafich 
Ap“ efed Eibelbelt⸗ Eiche voice," GR Tp 
400k of. 5 1g Oe, Ane 
le Ace, 140 ff eavieft” The Wo 80 note. 
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« No, 


No mn ths elbe, 50 


ET WE < Y . 2 ; * 
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No, Ethelbert,” replied the King,. 
I have fabricated the deſign, and I am 
- moſt immune to execute jt with prudence 


Ra hn ded, . 
truſt to the vigilance. and e. of 
ö another what 1 believed. myſelf incapable 
[ of accompliſhing ?—Z who have formed. 
|. the plan—/7-who am in the higheſt degree 
concerned in its ſucceſs —A. ſucceſs which. 

g can only effect what my hopes and. wiſhes 
point to; that the people of England 
| - - ſhould be free as their own thoughts * 
= . My friend, it is true that caution: is uſeful, 
and therefore have I reſolved to enter the 
Daniſh camp. But caution. may degene- 
rate into cowardice and: puſillanimity. 
3 Thoſe who are influenced by it in this 
dd Gegree Joſe advantage by apprehending 
W-|- dangers, Like the miſer, who fits brood- 
i "ing over his heaps of R you. 
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to bereave him of all he 1 0 
valuable. He ſtarts; he trembles; he 
freezes through every vein: yet the fordid- 
neſs of his ſpirit makes him neglect the 
means which are neceſſury for the pre- 
fervation of what he conſiders as ſo dear. 
He dares not quit his ſtation, he dares 
not claim aſſiſtance, fearful he muſt ex- 


| pend a ſmall part of that wealth of which | 


the \ whole i Js " danger the moſt imminent; 


Thus dreading evil, and equally denk 
ing to guard againſt i its approach, he falls 
a ready prey to the avidity of the ſpoiler, 
and in an inſtant loſes the accumulation 


of a life. I will not reſemble him dear fr 


Ethelbert. The liberty of England is my 
| treaſure, Dear and ſacred is it to my 


foul, But while 1 watch over it with 0 8 


vigilanee, F vin not negle& to preſerve 
it by exertion, Behold-me then reſolved, 
but fear not for my ſafety, E will appear 
amongſt my enemies, and they, ſhall not * 


know. me. 1 will aſume a a, which 1 


HE SiO Oh HR 


Hil ids e Hiicle pihibplbhoby! nt. 
cernment, and tt 1 gen in into Ebirift- 
dees 


. n my 293161 1. 1633 ee 4H] 


15 And how, amis Echelbvrr W 
expreſidda; of. ſurprize: how, Ma > 
canſt thou effeſt theſe purpoſes?!., H 
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127 Know, replied Alfred, ec that yore 
cultivated a taſte, for muſic. in, all #98 


moments which I hes, ſpare from bl p 
ſtudies. 1 have acquired ſome kill. on 
the harp, and have formed to its meaſures 
many ſongs, which. 152 ou 2. 


1 N ERS Ne 


wy { the” oft as 
Vell as of the fierce Pafſſions. J h, 


inſ ugh mp age 98g wy d gothsd in le 
1 95 re ant rh 12 
rew Poli BY 
3 a * f over ryling Bf 
enge dercn fx envegprizg with ſecupiy 


; 8 


and dude, 43244! n * * 10. 15123 4d 
e, ray thy ten A eee! PU ea 
Etheſvert! Wü eil. by thy e 


he 


a 5 e PRE Jaw 4 fure, if virtue wa 


the care of heaven, they cannot fail to 
be fo,” &7; 


6 44 6 owe * thanks od youth,” te- 
plied the King, « both for thy. wiſhes, and 
thy praiſe, . But till 1 better merit it, be 
not too laviſh of the latter—until I "mark 
in proſperity that I have not t the 
leſſons of ill fortune.” 110 
"ta 83 ſuch as whefe Te paſſed | 

the remainder of the day, which was then | 


near its cloſe, , + 01 


L 1 F*% 4 >: - 
24S M12 o& Sap 


"ary the enſuing. morn "Alfred 9 0 
the poſture of. repoſe, and prepared for 
aktion, by diſpatching ſome of his follow- 
ers in queſt of thoſe things. Which were 
neceſſary for the ſupport of chat charafter 
he Was going e to aſſume, i}; 168 1 


„ 79 
1 T1 n 
o 


4} 4 
3 14 446 1 


: | While "theſe. pe wt bi abſei nt, he : 
obſerved that Ethelbert 1 to labour 
7 under 


4 
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under an unuſual agitation; z nor was the 
exuſe. long unclicovered by his diſcern- 5 


Still Ethelbert,” ſaid he, with a ſmile 
of kindneſs, © till doſt thou think that 
Birtha is Ethelſwitha, and that Alfred is- 
about to be bleſt with her ſight and happy 
in her affeion. Say, good youth, bave 
I not conjeftured well ?—are ndt theſe 
thy ſentiments ?—Speak, tell me all, and 
expect ſympathizing pity, but do not fear 
reproof,” 


; ce O, Gift of men,” cried Ethelbert, 
« well haſt thou gueſſed my thoughts. 
They are weak, they are low, they are 
unworthy of thee, and of myſelf, Not 
yet, nor ever can I attain that greatneſs. 
of mind which ſhines {6 Oy in- thee. 


oy 11 be my bun! I ſes; alin in A . 
Rrongeſt light, but to my eternal con- 
mſion 2 cannot camquer them, 1 wiſh- 


© . 
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thy good fortune, thy felicity. But that | 
the love of Birtha ſhould conſtitute. part 
of that ſelicity, gives me nothing but the 
15 en ie of A an on" 550 


« Would 1 cou ties thee pom 

replied Alfred, that from me thou haſt 
2 fear; for ſuch, in truth, is my 
opinion. However a ſhort time will put 
an end to all ſuſpenſe; and ſhould things 
come to paſs, as thou feareſt, but 7 think 
they will not, be aſſured that Oddune, 
not Alfred, muſt be the amn 
mee 3 


| Ethelbert gin doubteds as a the | 
| re of love are generally more ſtrong 
than its apprehenſions, his apprehenſions 

were Rronger than * * PE 

| Birtha bod” never, in 1 terms, by 
declared ſhe loved him. How then could 
he be aſſured of her favour ?—True, the 5 
had liſtened to him vithe 
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" had ſpoken: 6h bin wu PR ht ence 
but this might have been no more than 
the reſult of the ee and ſweetneſs 
natural to ber diſpoſition, With theſe 
conjectures did he continue to torment 
himſelf; notwithſtanding the arguments and 
ſoothings of Alfred, till the meſſengers 

returned with the materials of diſguiſe, 

Alfred ſejndd | LNCITH; ; eagerly, and rahires 

N ens Nane! fin obne t e 
= dirt! An Bon} ni as ING en SUICOT 
He: Nat theſe Kabiliebeats-neith: nt} 
porte & Lo ly 5 Weeds,” exclaimed he, 
te if ye conduce to the delivetance: of 
gory ever Wilk _ gp ig ſhall 
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8 "0 day imparted to Eibeben t we in- 
ſtruktions he would have” 'obferved; then 
putting on, the minſtrel's habit, and con 
cealing A well- tried 'fwo Id. beneath his 
mintle, he took che harp pin his hand, 
embraced Ethelbs begs and, after command. 15 
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ing his followers, - in the name of my 
Oddune, to obey this youth, and attend 
to his direftions, he ſallied forth 8 


the Ifle of N obles, and commenced his 
| 
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4 reel 
STANTINOPLE. 12 a Series "of Letters om" 0 1 
Right Honourable Elizabeth Lad Craven, to his 0 
Serene Highneſs the Margrave of randenburg, au- 


ſpach, an 
one Volume, in Quarto, Price 18s. in Boards, illuſ- 


Bareith. Written in the Year 1786, in ; 


trated and ornamented with a Map of the Roads of 5 | 


Crim Tartary, the antient Cherſonefis Taurica, _ 
dx Views, all drawn under the Author's lnſpeRtion. . 


| The irt Volume of the POSTHUMOUS  - 


WORKS of FREDERICK II. late KING of 


PRUSSIA, containin v4 the Hiſtory of his own Times. 1 


In French and Engli 
Volume, Octavo, Price 78. in Boards. 


The Englim by THOMAS HOLCROFT.. 


ſeparately, each in _ 5 : Y 


N. B. This Volume includes the firſt and ſecond | . . 1 


Volumes of the Berlin Edition. 


The ſecond and third Volumes of the above Works, 
containing the Hiſtory of the Seven Years War, are in 
the Preſs, and will 3 be er. and the re. 


maining Volumes of the King's Works will be pub. 
liſhed in their proper Order. | 


"3s HONORIA SOMMERVILLE, a NOVEL, 
in four Volumes, Price 125. ſewed. 


4+ ELIZA BEAUMONT, and HARRIET 
OSBORNE ; or, The CHILD of DOUBT. © -- 


Written by INDIANA BROOKS. 
In two Volumes, Price 12s. ſewed. 


5. The HALF PAY. OFFICER,” a NOVEL, | 
in three Volumes,, 12mo. Price Wh: 6d. ſewed, 
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6. THE ENGLISH ART of COOKERY, ac- 
cording to the preſent Practice; being a complete 
Guide to all Houſekeepers, on a Plan entirely new ; 
conſiſting of thirty-eight Chapters. Containing, pro- 
per Directions for Marketing, and Truffing of Poul- 
try.—The making Soups and. Broths, —Drefling all 
Sorts of F —_ every Occaſion, Boiling 
| and Roafting.—Baking, Broiling, and Frying, —Stews 
1 and Haſhes. Made Diſhes of every _ Sort. —Ragous - 
and Fricaſees. Directions for res all Sorts of 
Roots and Vegetables.—All Sorts of Aumlets and 
Eggs.—Puddings, Pies, Tarts, . &c.—Pancakes and 
Fritters.—Cheeſecakes and Cuſtards.—Blapcmange, 
Jellies, and Syllabubs. Directions for the Sick.— 
Directions for Seafaring Men. —Preſerving, Syrups, 
aud Conſeryes—Drying and Candying. all Sorts 
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